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PREFACE. 



The great end of writing is to convey 
useful knowletl^e and sound learning, by 
tb^ most pldasing. arts and seduetive al- 
lurements. Td betray. the curioiis unwit* 
tingly into the discipline of morality, or 
the casual listener into the school and 
practice of cUvinity, is an event which is- 
<aver n^tded by the wnter and j^eacher 
as a . satxsfaetdry relecmip^nce to aU their 
laboiirs; The sager maxims of life^ cor* 
rect remarks in the sciemi* of self-know- 
ledge and diriniAy, . ai^e often found in 
works .M^hieh make no prsttsmiens to mdre 
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IV PREFACE. 



than common sagaci^. A humble piece 
of biography like the present may, it is 
hoped, answer such ends and meet such 
expectations. Repentance, piety, and 
humility, are here embodied in a reality 
and freshness^ set out with a peculiar ex* 
pression from past and varied depravity. 
Genius appears only in true beauty and 
original grace, when roused from the sleep 
of sin, and disarmed of those terrors which 
strike and terrify the beholder. 

The subject of the following Memoir, was 
a woman of singular genius no less than of 
exquisite beauty. Her conversations ex- 
hibit a depth of thought and elegance of 
expression, unequalled in the annals of 
theological biography. These have been 
recorded with the utmost fidelity, and are 
left unmixed with the Author's conversa- 
tions and exhortations. He has through- 



PREFACE. V 

out only acted the part of an aecurate re- 
porter, and, perhaps, faithful minister. 
Still, however, he has not lost the oppor- 
tunity of conveying to the Reader sound 
religious knowledge by the way of reflec- 
tion and comm^itaries on her extraordi- 
nary conversations. The Author has en- 
deavoured to instruct as well as gratify 
the reader — to enlighten the understand- 
ing and to toueh the heart. 
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NARRATIVE, 
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In the second week of August 1830, I 
was informed by a person^ who was in 
the habit of giving me similar notices, 
that a lady who lived in Park Street, 
Camden Town, was extremely anxious 
to see a clergyman. I went and was 
shown up stairs by the lady of the house, 
who, with Miss F., a female boarder in 
the family from ill health, constituted in 
addition to the sick lady and her servant, 
the party convened for instruction. At 
this time I did not even kpow the names, 
much less the circumstances, of any of 
the parties. The sick person was in the 
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last stage of consamptioD and confined to 
her bed^ in which situation I always found 
her. The disease had greatly emaciated 
her fig^re^ but seemed to have made but 
little alteration in her face^ which was 
very beautiful and of an oval shape. Her 
manners were particularly elegant and 
engaging^ and a very pleasing smile 
gave great vivacity to the expression of 
her countenance. Her complexion was 
very fair and her eyes blue^ which re- 
ceived additional lustre from the contrast 
of her hair, which was very dark. She 
was in the twenty eighth year of her age. 
I took the scriptures, and read from 
the 4th of St. John's Gospel, our Saviour's 
discourse with the woman of Samaria. 
She was all attention, and seemed deep- 
ly interested. Being* anxious to dis- 
cover the extent of her knowledge, I 
put various questions to her, emerging 
from the subject, none of which she 
could at all answer. Her ignorance was 
exactly parallel to that of the poor woman 



of Samaria.; The meaning of ^^ the liv- 
ing water" promised by Ghrist, was to 
her equally a ' mystery. Forgiveness of 
sinSy she thought^ was meant ; which, with 
similar answers to various questions^ 
clearly bespoke the uneasiness of her 
mind. I thea clearly expounded the 
whole, passage to her^ by which she was 
deeply affected even to tears. Having 
prayed by her bed side^ I left her with a 
request that she would read and study 
the Gospel of St. John. I likewise urg- 
ed her to pray to Christ to • give her the 
Holy Spirit, as he promised to do to the 
.woman of Samaria. 

The day after the following I called. 
Sbe expressed gratitude- for my last visits 
-wfaicb she was glad to fidd-that I had re- 
.sumed. ^^ I was fearful/^ said she, ^^that 
you would not call again^ as you did not 
-express your intention of so doing." In 
.xep}y> I told her that I would visit her 
three times a week. This seemed to 
'.please her very much^ for without an- 
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swering me she turned quickly round to 
Mrs. K.^ the lady of the house^ and said, 
'' This is exactly vrhat I want." The full 
meaning of this remark I did not know at 
the time. But it appears, as she after- 
wards told me, that she had been visited 
by two or three different clergymen, who 
came and administered the sacrament to 
her, or read the visitation of the sick, 
but never visited her more than twice. 
Her anxiety for some clergyman to in- 
struct her by reading the Scriptures and 
explaining them to her, will appear in the 
sequel. The parties present at this in- 
terview, were Mrs. K., and Miss F. and 
her servant. I read and expounded part 
of the IBth of St. John's Gospel, where 
our Saviour compares himself and disci* 
pies to the vine and branches of the same. 
During the exposition, as before, she 
was affected to tears. But when I ex-- 
pounded those words, ^' Every branch 
thatbeareth not fruit he taketh away, and 
every branch that beareth fruit he 



purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit," she was deeply impressed. I en- 
deavoured forcibly to show her the awful 
consequence of unfruitfulness^ and being 
cut off a fruitless branch in the midst of 
our sins ; and at the same time the com- 
passion of God in sparing us^ and often 
making use of our sickuess and sorrows 
as the means of bringing us to repent- 
ance. 1 entered very fully upon this 
subject^ so suited to every person in sick- 
ness or affliction. This penetrated her 
conscience so acutely^ that with the 
deepest humiliation and agitation, she 
confessed that she had attempted suicide 
by taking an ounce of laudanum, and 
that for three whole days she had been 
given completely over by her medical 
men. I was dreadfully shocked by such 
au avowal^ pressed on her the necessity 
of a very deep repentance^ and finished 
my exposition with prayen 

Thinking it my duty to make some in- 
quiry respecting this circumstance^ with 



wbich every body in Hhe house seemed to 
be well acqaaioted, I said to Mrs. K. 
down stairs^ ^^I hope no impropriety 
of conduct is attached to *Mrs. D. that 
has led to her attempt at suicide/^ 
^^ Certainly not/* replied Mrs. K., in a 
manner which impressed me that she was 
shocked at my ^entertaining such an 
idea^ ^^ nothing else but her great extra- 
vagance/* She then informed me that she 
had taken lodgings at her house for the 
air, which was so suited for consumptive 
patients; that her husband was in Paris 
upon business; that he had an estate in 
Hampshire^ where they used to reside ; 
that he had taken farewell of his wife, wbo 
was given over by her medical men. 

She had taken the poison, as I learned 
from Mrs. K., when she was perfectly in 
her senses. She applied to a chemist 
for an ounce of laudanum to be used with 
an embrocation for a sick friend of hers. 

* Mrs. Witty went by the name of Mrs. D. and 1 
always spoke and wrote to her by that name. 



She with the qtniio^tcq^l^e^s. ordered hep 
servant to, l;^ring up sapper as usoal; 
Just before her servant brpught up re- 
freshment, she . toot the whole ounce of 
laudanum ; and upon he)* maid ent^nag the 
room, she said, ^* It. is ^one, — you may 
take away:- ' Her servant re:pUe4>. " What 
is done ? what is done V'—*^ I shall have 
no occasion," resume43^rs. D,^ ^^ for any 
supper. These ear-rings,'^ sfti^ she, tak- 
ing them off her ears, for which she h^d 
paid Seven guineas a fortnight before, 
^' are yours." Upon her sej^vaid: deqlining 
to reqeive them, she quietly pulled them 
with hex fingers into a thousand pieces. 
She then confessed to her servant that 
she had poisoned.herself to an extent be- 
yond possibility of recovery. Her ser- 
vant rushed out of the house in the 
greatest agitation, ^nd bj^^ought two or 
three medical men; by the timp they ar- 
rived,, she was perfectly insensibly from 
the effects of the poison : one side of her 
face wgs. qompletdy fixed i^4^^th. The 
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stomach-pump was immediately applied. 
Every hope of her recovery was complete- 
ly given up; but by forcing great quanti- 
ties of mustard into the stomachy inces- 
sant vomiting was kept up, and after three 
days she began slightly to recover. So 
entirely was she given over for death, that 
an application was made at Mary-le-bone 
OflSce for an inquest to be held on her 
body. One of her eyes for a consider- 
able time continued fixed, and was ex- 
pected never to be restored. At length, 
however, she was recovered with the en- 
tire use of all her limbs and the restora- 
tion of the eye, which was supposed to 
be closed in death. 

This account was afterwards confirmed 
by herself to me. The real cause which 
led to this will appear in the sequel ; 
but as it is my intention to develope, 
with the utmost exactness, every circum- 
stance as it unfolded itself to me, I shall 
nit anticipate any thing but what is ab- 
solutely necessary for the reader's com- 



prebeDsioQ. The poisoning scene^ as 
she herself termed it^ took place about a 
year and a quarter before I visited her. 
It made not the slightest religious impres- 
sion at the time — though, when she began 
to reflect on the subject, it affected her 
very deeply, and filled her with horror at 
her guilt, as she did it with the utmost 
deliberation, and in the most perfect pos- 
session of her senses. 

The reflections which I entertained 
upon this expose, must be those which 
suggest themselves to the reader. I con- 
sidered, with what little knowledge I had 
of her, that hers was no ordinary case, 
but such as to call forth the greatest 
watchfulness and skill on my part. " If 
God," thought I to myself, " perfects the 
work of repentance which he seems to 
have begun, she will be a singular in- 
stance both of mercy and providence." 
1 little thought at this time, that the per- 
son before me was one of unbounded de- 
pravity, who was guilty of every sin that 
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it was possible for her sex to commit. I 
may here remark^ that I consider it an act 
of infinite mercy and wisdom on the part 
of God, that the extent of her guilt was 
gradually made known to me. As I be- 
came acquainted with her guilty I enforced 
a corresponding humiliation and repent*- 
ance, which, under the influence of God^s 
Holy Spirit, I found was realized. But 
the reader must excuse my honestly con- 
fessing that this is but a part of my ideas 
upon the subject. So singular a case as 
the one before us may justify my making 
a singular confession. From the first 
time I visited her, I took so lively an in- 
terest in her, so solicitous- was I for the 
salvation of her soul, that I completely 
identified myself with her in every con- 
fession she made to me. I declare, so- 
lemnly, in the presence of almighty God, 
that I felt her sins as though they were 
my own J that I repented for her and 
with her in all her repentance, and that 
my humiliation on account of her sins 
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was as^eat as; her own. The pious 
reader then may well uoderstand that it 
Was a great mercy in my gr^,dually ber 
coming acquainted, with the full extent of 
her guilt. 

I found that, she used to expect my 
visits . with the greatest impatience and 
anxiety for instruiption^; In my next visit 
I questioned her as to her practice in 
religious observances before I visited 
her. She told me. that for a month be- 
fore I came^ Mrs. K.^ Miss F. and her- 
self, nsed to have &mily prayers. Their 
practice was to read the whole of the 
evening service^ with the Psalms and les- 
sons for the day. I then examined her 
as to her real knowledge^ to ascertain 
whether she had received distinct ideas 
ron religion; by my instructions. But 
\ fqund that she did not possess a single 
defip^te and dis|inct ides^ on th^ subject. 
UpQn, i^y asking her whether she prayed^ 
she ' told m^ that she very often did. I 
^then ask^d hc^r for what she prayed ? She 
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replied^ for mercy and forgiveness : sbe 
said this with many tears. I asked her 
in what way that mercy was exercised, 
and how God pardoned sinners? She 
could not in the least answer me, nor did 
she ever mention the name of Christ. 
This ignorance did not arise from want 
of instruction on my part^ as I distinctly 
and perspicuously stated the scheme of 
redemption by Jesus Christ. I then read 
and expounded the third chapter of 
St John's gospel : in this I distinctly 
showed her the necessity of regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit, and of obtaining for- 
giveness of sins through the propitiatory 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. I addressed 
my prayer, after exposition, exclusively 
to Christ, in order to fix her attention on 
the Son of God. I begged her to store 
up in her memory my prayers, in order 
to use them in my absence — to be ex- 
tremely definite and distinct in her peti- 
tions, and to address them exclusively to 
Jesus Christ. Miss F., who happened 
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to be in the room, said, '^ There, my 
dear, did I not tell you to pray in that 
manaer f^ She seemed pleased at being 
recommended the same thing by different 
individuals. She promised to obey me. 
The reader will find in the sequel, how 
necessary this advice was. Some may 
doubt the fact — but nevertheless, it is 
most true, according to her own confes- 
sion — that she did not so much as know 
that Christ was a divine person, much 
less that he had died for the sins of the 
world. She knew, as she afterwards 
confessed, that such a person had ex- 
isted, as any king she had read of in 
history, but she had no knowledge of 
anything respecting him. And when an 
old gentleman asked her whether she 
knew what it was to be a believer in 
Christ, she could not understand what 
he could mean by such a question, and 
why she should believe in Christ more 
than any person else, as she believed in 
God. 
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In my next visit I made still greater 
inqairies respectiDg her state of mind 
previous to my visiting ber. I found 
that her reading had been confined en- 
tirely to the Prayer Book ; that for four 
or five months previous to my visiting her^ 
she had been anxious respecting her 
soul. She told me, that the 6th, 38tb, 
and 51st psalms, particularly strucjc her, 
and she used to be often reading them 
and using them as prayers. The reader 
will find, in the sequel, her conversaition 
on this subject, when she freely cqiumu* 
uicated to me all her thoughts. Sh^ 
used often to get her servant out of the 
way, that she might kneel down Bund 
pray by her chair for mercy and patt}oii; 
She used to feel gloomy, melancholy, ^nd 
dejected, upon reflecting on her past 
life. Her agitation, she assured me, had 
been so ^eat, that she literally trembled 
and shook in. her bed. . Her conviction 
of sin, she. told me, kept increasing; biit 
she had this determination, to use her 
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very words, ^^ that if there was a way for 
her to be saved, she was determined to 
find it out/* It was this principle which 
induced her to send for clergymen. She 
sometimes thought that it was quite im- 
possible for her to be saved. Her know- 
ledge only was^ that she believed that 
God was merciful, but whether his mercy 
would include her, she did not know. 
She told me that she fancied that we 
were saved by our good works^ and that^ 
as she had none^ she could not conceive 
how it was possible for her to be saved ; 
as she never should have it in her 
power to do any good works, for she 
should never get well to do them. She 
told me that her anxiety and uneasiness 
was more than she could describe; she 
had, to use her own words, ^* quite a 
craving to be taught.^ She told me that 
she thought at first it would be a very 
easy thing to obtain mercy ; that she had 
merely to say a^ few prayers and read the 
visitation of the sick^ and it would be 
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quite enough to save her. What in- 
creased her desire for instruction was, 
her inability to understand the texts 
which she looked out of the scriptures, 
from a little reference- book given her by 
the old gentleman already alluded to. She 
gave up this practice quite as hopeless, 
as the texts were quite incomprehensible 
to her. She did not know that there 
were the Old and New Testament, but 
thought that they were one book with dif- 
ferent titles — she always used the ex- 
pression *^51st chapter of the Psalms." 
The impression on my mind too is, that 
she did not know that the scriptures con- 
tained the revealed will of God. She 
told me when I first visited her, during 
the first fortnight, she used to long to 
ask me the most simple and childish 
question; but shame of exposing her 
ignorance prevented her. 

During this fortnight, I had the greatest 
difficulty in making her comprehend the 
elements of Christianity. This led me to 
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think that she was remarkably dull and 
of slender capacity. Miss F. assured 
me, however, that she found her very 
quick and clever on other subjects. I 
used frequently to wish that she had as 
good an understanding as some very poor 
people whom I had instructed, and who 
were adepts in religion. I endeavoured 
to beat the ideas into her head which T 
found she was so slow in receiving. This 
stupidity, however, though it was after- 
wards succeeded by the most astonishing 
quickness of perception, the most reten- 
tive memory, and even profoundest 
thoughts and knowledge in divinity, does 
not in the least now surprise me. As 
she was completely ignorant of the per- 
son of Christ, and the object of his mis- 
sion, as well as every thing connected 
with religion, but the immortality of the 
soul and future judgment, I feel fully 
convinced that she did not understand 
any of the necessary terms, which, how- 
ever sparingly used, I was obliged to 
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employ. In my first exposition, iivhen 
J explained the meaning of the living 
waters^ that our Saviour meant thereby 
the Holy Spirit^ her ignorance rendered 
her equally incapable of understanding 
the solution of the enigma. ^^ Holy 
Spirit " was to her as mysterious as the 
term "living waters," as she did not 
know of the doctrine of the Trinity, or 
the meaning of the term itself. The 
terms redemption^ atonement, justification^ 
sprinkling of the blood .of Jes^ts Christ 
on the conscience to cleanse it from the 
guilt of sins, were expressions to her 
still more incomprehensible. It was this 
which made her so anxious to ask the 
most childish question. Her ignorance 
of the divinity of Christ, led her to 
wonder at my requesting her to pray to 
him. She told me that it was only in 
obedience to me that she first prayed to 
Christ, as she had no confidence in his 
power. ^^ It was some time," said she 
to roe, ** before I could pray to Christ — ^I 



always^ ased to feel a great hesitation 
in doing so, and when I did^ I always 
added the name of the Father^ as I did 
not know he was God." She told me 
that the subject broke upon her mind all 
at once^ and then she clearly understood 
every thing. 

Nor let the reader be surprised at the 
rapidity with which she embraced the 
solving doctrines of the gospel^ when she 
had once clearly comprehended their 
meaning. Her heart was already tutored 
by God himself, and she only wanted the 
light of the gospel to break in upon her 
soul. She was painfully convinced of 
sin before I visited her ; the grand im- 
pression was already made^ and it only 
remained for me to set before her *^ the 
unsearchable riches of Christ/^ and lead 
her to the Saviour. The breathless anx- 
iety with which she used to listen to my 
instructions^ and the tearful eye^ as the 
words touched her hearty could leave no 
doubt as to the ultimate success of my 
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labours. But if^ with all her eagerness 
for instruction, all her conviction of sin, I 
still had such difficulty in leading her 
into the way of life ; how insurmountable 
would have been the obstacles, had her 
mind been unconvinced of sin, or warped 
by prejudice ! 

The utmost that the minister can do is 
to communicate distinct knowledge to the 
mind, and enlighten the understanding. 
But as certain moral principles and a due 
excitement of the affections are to be 
raised through the medium of right know- 
ledge, some higher power is necessary to 
touch the heart, and purify the passions. 
Right knowledge, it is true, is as neces- 
sary for the salvation of the soul, as the 
preparation of the heart, which is from 
the Lord ; not to mention that this 
knowledge has a plastic power over the 
soul in regulating those affections, and 
giving them a proper impetus and direc- 
tion. Real religion consists in the powers 
of the mind, as well as affections of the 



21 

heart. Error in the intellect will be ac- 
companied with a corresponding vicious- 
ness in the affections and moral princi- 
ples in the human soul. Right know- 
ledge^ then^ we may be assured, must 
ever attend and regulate right feelings, 
or else the affections will run to waste 
with all their vagrancy and capricious- 
ness. How often have serious impres- 
sions and even convictions of sin, en- 
tirely worn away, from want of distinct 
knowledge of the mysteries of the Chris- 
tian faith! Had not the peculiar doc- 
trines; in which our salvation is involved, 
been communicated to the subject of 
these present reflections, her uneasiness 
would probably have worn away with 
the insidious progressiveness of her dis- 
order. That apathy so common to the 
dying would have accompanied the lan- 
guor of the disease, and a callous indif- 
ference succeeded to a wholesome vigi- 
lance and fear. But that knowledge 
which gave a wise direction to her feel- 
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ings^ likewise preserved her repentance 
and deepened her homiliation — it at 
once raised and humbled her. The jost^ 
ness of these remarks will receive a 
happy illustration from the subject of this 
memoir. Her repentance and humilia- 
tion, the reader will find, kept pace with 
a just perception of the doctrines of the 
Christian faith. Her enviable state of 
mind arose from a happy combination of 
deep impression and oral instruction ; the 
former effected by the divine power, and 
the latter by the kind providence of the 
Almighty. The same God of mercy 
who touched and opened her hearty 
likewise brought the humble instrument 
that taught and enlightened her. 

The other chapters which I expounded 
to her during the first fortnight, were the 
lOtli chapter of St. John's gospel^ the 
51st Psalm^ and the parable of the Pro- 
digal Son. She was very deeply affected 
at each exposition, and was particularly 
struck with our Lord's parable of the 
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Shepherd and the Sheep. I used still in 
my prayers to address myself exclusively 
to Jesus Christy and exhort her to collect 
the ideas I gave her to use them in her 
private devotions. 1 likewise put her in 
the way of turning the scriptures into 
prayer^ especially those parts which I 
expounded to her. 

Unless our knowledge leads us at once 
into communion with God, our religion, 
at best^ is barren speculation. It is by 
prayer alone that the most impressive 
sermon^ or the most pathetic parables of 
Christ, can be rendered edifying and in- 
structive. When the soul is duly alive 
to God, it readily turns the words of the 
instructor into pious prayer, and secret 
ejaculations. Vacancy of mind, or at 
least apathy, will accompany the most 
pathetic exhortation, unless it is cherished 
in the heart by prayer and meditation. 
^^ The secret of the Lord '' is the secret 
of real religion, and consists in sponta- 
neity of pra^ier, and freshneids of feeling, 
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vfhen the great theme of human redemp- 
tion IS the subject of discussion, or the 
topic of conversation. What benefit 
can be derived from our knowledge that 
Christ is the shepherd and his disciples 
his sheep, unless we pray individually 
that we may be his sheep, hear his voice, 
and enter into his fold and be saved ? As 
knowledge is communicated to the under- 
standing, prayer alone, under the in- 
fluence of the Spirit, can render it ^^ health 
to the navel and marrow to the bones/' 
From my first to my last visit, I en- 
deavoured to instil into her a divine skill 
in making, by prayer, all the knowledge 
1 communicated to her entirely her own. 
Vague and indefinite ideas in prayer, 
were likewise reprobated by me as being 
vain and nugatory, and calculated to 
leave the soul barren and unfruitful, after 
the usage of a few fleeting and shadowy 

forms of expression. 

That these reflections and exhortations 
were not lost upon her, the reader will 
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find from the follo\?iDg paper^ which ia 
the beginning of the third week she put 
into my hand, with a request to know 
from me^ whether such a mode of turning 
the scriptures into prayer was what I 
meant. Miss F.^ who was in the room, 
told me that she felt diffidence in ex- 
pressing herself by word, and that she 
had therefore resorted to the present 
mode of communicating her thoughts. 

^^ From the Ibih ofJohn^s Gospel. 

^^ I prayed that Christ might be my 
vine^ and that God might be my hus- 
bandman. I prayed Christ to give me 
a new life, that I might become a good 
and faithful branch of the vine. I prayed 
Christ to be my comforter, and to give 
me a spirit of truths that I might live in 
him^ and bear such fruit as to glorify the 
Father. I also prayed fervently that he 
would give me grace, and strength to 
keep his commandments, that I might 
abide in his love. 
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'' H)th of John. 

^' I prayed Christ to be my shepherd, 
and to give me spiritual grace, that I 
might enter in at the right door^ and be 
plentifully fed with his pasture — that he 
would be in me a well of water, so that 
my thirst might be quenched, and that I 
might through it gain an everlasting life. 
I begged Christ to be my light and life, 
and to keep the wolf2iwdi all other beasts of 
prey from me. I meant by * other beasts 
of prey/ those persons who would talk 
to me on any other subject than the one 
that at present fills my whole soul, which 
is how to get to God. I had also in my 
mind at the same time, my vile and pas- 
sionate temper. And I begged, nay, 
prayed fervently from the heart, that if I 
was not yet one of his sheep, that he 
would in pity and of his great mercy call 
me to the fold, that I might hear his voice 
and know it— and that he would be my 
good shepherd and know me — that he 
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would give me eternal life and not let me 
perish.'' 

The above is a correct copy of the 
paper she put into my bands. The words 
printed in italics were written with a 
line drawn underneath them. The reader 
most be struck with the extreme simpli- 
city and integrity displayed in the above 
paper. Her deep earnestness is likewise 
marked by the expression^ ^^ subject 
which fills my whole soul.'* The prac- 
tical application to herself of the different 
points in the chapters^ is likewise ob- 
servable. But by this expression of the 
^^ vileness of her temper,^ a new light was 
thrown upon her character, while her un- 
called-for frankness convinced me deeply 
of her sincerity. If there is any one part 
of our characters which we are anxious 
td Mnceal from those of our opposite 
sex^ it is temper. I questioned her on 
the pointy and she told me that her tem- 
per was dreadfully bad, and that before 
Miiss F. gave her encouragement, she 

c 2 
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thought that it would be ui vain to en- 
deavour to be religious. ^* I spoke/' 
said she to me^ 'Uo Miss F,, and told her 
that I was anxious to be religioui?. but 
that I feared it would be impossible on 
account of n)y temper. Miss F.^ baw- 
ever» Sir, assured me^ that her own tem- 
per was equally bad by nature, but by 
prayer and assistance of God's Spirit^ she 
bad much mastered it. This, Sir, is 
great encouragement ; for if Miss Ft has 
subdued her temper, why should not I ?'' 
One or two circumstances will he n^en- 
tiuued as illustrative of this virago in 
temper, whom grace subdued to the 
meekness of a lamb. Suffice it to say, 
lliat she used to throw herself into the 
moHt violent paroxysms of rage frpi;n tl^e 
most trivial circumstances. There' are 
two reflections that suggest themselyes to 
me, which I will put to. the reader. TJie 
first is, that an unsubdued temper is. per- 
fectly inconsistent with true piety ; and 
the second is, that a bad temper with a 
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profession of religion, is a character 
doubly defoirmed. 

The reader will likewise see, from the 
paper she gave me, that she possessed 
that deSnite and distinct knowledge on the 
subject of religion, which I was so anxious 
to communicate. When we begin sincerely 
to pray to Christ to be our light and our 
life, as she did, we then pray, and only 
then, to the purpose. She had now got 
upon the right train of thinking and pray- 
ing — her attention was fixed on the pro- 
per object, which drew her attention from 
every earthly subject. ^^ If I be raised 
up, I will draw all men unto me," were 
words which were remarkably verified in 
the case before us. To view Christ in 
his mediatorial glories, as I presented him 
to her, was for her but to pursue and em- 
brace him. She sought Christ with an 
intense earnestness, and received readily 
every thing I taught her. Her repent- 
ance deepened, and became more of an 
enlightened cast, as the mysteries of the 
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In the beginniDg of the fifth week, she 
expressed a wish to receive the sacra- 
ment. I began to prepare her for the re- 
ceiving of it, by reading and expounding 
the 6th of St. John's gospel, and explain- 
ing very fully the nature of that holy or- 
dinance. She received my instructions 
with increased avidity and satisfaction^ 
and used to look forward to ray visits 
with great impatience. I had now visit- 
ed her five weeks ; her repentance was 
deep and genuine, accompanied with a 
proper spirit of prayer; her mind too 
was now enlightened by the truth of the 
Gospel, which she had embraced, and 
which she employed as materials for 
prayer, and deepening her repentance. 
Under these circumstances, I considered 
myself justified in administering the sa-;- 
crament. Friday was fixed for the ad- 
ministration of that holy ordinance. I had 
already taken, as the reader may well con- 
ceive, a deep and lively interest in her;, 
she was much in my thoughts and prayers. 
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and t used to look forward with singular 
pleasure for the time when I visited her. 
In reviewing what little I knew of her 
past life, I considered that there must be 
some strong exciting cause which led her; 
in full possession of her senses, to attempt 
suicide. Though this had been attributed 
to her boundless extravagance and dissi- 
pation, and my suspicions had been re- 
moved by the pointed denial of Mrs. K., 
yet I began to feel very uneasy upon the 
subject. I had only considered her as 
one who had been spoilt by admiration 
and dissipation, and whom a pressing dis-^ 
ease had alarmed to a sense of her dan- 
ger. Though her manners were extreme- 
ly lady-like, and far removed from any 
thing that led me to suspect her, yet a 
want of respect shown her by her ser- 
vant, coupled with her confession, made 
me tqink all was not right. This con- 
duct of her servant I had just learnt from 
Miss F., though nothing of the kind was 
ever exhibiled in my presence. Her own 
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voluntary confession of so great a sin as 
an attempt at self-murder^ I considered 
fully justified me in asking such a candi- 
date for the reception of the sacrament 
a few questions respecting it. Miss F. 
prepared her for the question^ and in* 
formed her of my intention.' 

The eventful Friday, September 18, 
came, when I was to administer the sa- 
crament. Miss F. intended to be one of 
the communicants. I went up stairs alone 
to make the inquiries I intended, when the 
substance of the following conversation 
took place. ^^ Before, Mrs. D., I admi- 
nister the sacrament to you, which I shall 
do with much pleasure, I think it my 
duty to make some inquiry respecting 
that extraordinary confession which you 
HO voluntarily have made me. I am very 
far from wishing to pry into family griev- 
tinces ; but of course, as a man of the 
world, I am aware that such an act could 
only have been brought about by a cor- 
responding cause. I have no right, nor 
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have I any desire^ to know that caase ; 
but as a minister of religion about tQ 
administer the sacrament to the person 
who has tdade such a confession^ I am in 
duty bonnd, to ai^k the communicant 
whether ^^ impropriety of conduct heus led 
to it* Permit me then^ madam/^ I con- 
tinued with utmost gentleness^ ^^ to ask 
you^ has impropriety of conduct led you 
to commit that rash act V*-^^^ No, Sir," 
she replied, " not at all, but only my 
boundless extravagance, and a desire to 
be revenged on a person— to make hioi 
miserable for life.'' ^* I hope, I replied, 
you perfectly understand me," " Yes," 
said she, ^' I perfectly understand you; 
nor am I insensible to the delicacy with 
which you ask the question/' - ^^ Once for 
all then, I resumed, I am to understand 
from you that impropriety of conduct is 
not to be attached to you/' ^* No, Sir," 
she replied, ^^ not at all/* " I am very 
happy,*', I replied, ^^ to hear you say sOj 
and I shall administer the sacrament to 
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yoQ with the greatest pleasure. I hope 
yoQ are sensible of the propriety of the 
liberty I have taken.** She answered^ 
" Perfectly •*• I sent for Miss F. to join; 
according to her wish^ in the service. 
When she came into the room^ I consi- 
dered it my duty to remove every suspi<- 
cion that might unjustly be fixed in her 
mind respecting Mrs. D. While I was 
arranging the table^ and the elements of 
bread and wine, I said^ *' I am happy to 
inform you that no impropriety of con- 
duct is to be attached to Mrs. D." 

I then administered the sacrament to 
her and Miss F. Her explanation led me 
to think that she had been very extrava- 
gant, and that she had taken poison out 
of pique to her husband^ who would no 
longer yield to her demands on his purse, 
or from some quarrel with him. After I 
had administered the sacrament, when I 
was about to leave the bouse^ Miss F. 
called me aside, and told me she wanted 
to speak to me. ^^ I feel it. Sir,*' said 
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she, *^ to be my painful duty to inform 
you, tbat Mrs. D. has most grossly de- 
ceived you, and that she is an adulteress. 
This I know for certain. I thought, of 
course, that she would make a candid con- 
fession of her case to you before she par- 
took of the elements. IVlrs. D. is not 
her proper name, but that of the gentle- 
man who now supports her in her illness. 
She has lived with more than one or two 
different gentlemen, and that is the true 
state of the case. For the confirmation 
of this, I must beg leave to refer you to 
Mrs. K., who is well acquainted with her 
history/^ I immediately questioned Mrs. 
K. on the subject, who admitted the 
truth, and told me that if I liked, she 
would put me in the way of learning 
every thing about her. I then strongly 
reproved her for deceiving me when I 
had before questioned her on the subject. 
But this she concealed from me from fear, 
lest I should discontinue my visits, and 
lest I should think that she had knowing- 
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ly received- an idmate of Mrs. D/s cha* 
racter into her house. 

The reader may conceive how dread- 
fully I wan shocked by the gross decep- 
tion practised on me by all parties. Miss 
F.^ however^ was least to blame^ as she 
had only learnt it a day or two from Mrs. 
K.^ who told her the circumstance, when 
she heard that Mrs. D. was gping to re* 
ceive the sacrament. I instantly return* 
ed to the sick person's chamber, and said^ 
^ I stilly Mrs. D., do not feel satisfied 
with the answer you gave me ; it is pos- 
sible you may not have understood me. 
You must therefore pardon my asking 
you in very plain terms, have you been 
guilty of adultery ?'' She was instantly 
much agitated, and said ; " Yes, Sir, I 
have ; that has been my great sin which 
has led to all my other sins.^ Then in a 
hurried manner she added, '' Mrs. K. 
has told you to ask me, has she not ?' 
^^ No, ma'am,'* I replied, ^^ the suspi- 
cions have originated entirely with myself. 
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But why have you concealed your sin 
from me^id you not understand my 
question ?*^ ^' O, yes> Sir/' she said, " I 
perfectly understood you— it was shaihe, 
shame which prevented .me telling you. 
I have several times been on the point of 
confessing my great sin to you, and 
throwing myself entirely on your mercy; 
but shame prevented me. That is my 
great sin, of which I so bitterly repent 
befbre God. But, O Sir, do not expose 
me to Mrs. K^*' ^^ Bat how could you/' 
said I, ^^ take the sacrament with such a 
wilful lie in your mouth? — consider the 
deep hypocrisy you have practised. Did 
you conceal your sin from me in order to 
gain my good opinion of you, or did you 
think I should forsake you when I disco- 
covered your character." ^^ O no. Sir/* 
she replied, ^^ I thought you too good to 
dp that--it was shame and fear. When 
you spoke of my innocence to Miss F. it 
was a dagger that pierced my soul, and 
I was several times, during the sacra* 
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ment, on the point of calling oat t6 you to 
stop." I then very solemnly shotved her 
the great sin of which she bad 'just been 
guilty, in taking the sacrament Wftfc a He 
in her mouthy and the hypocrisy she liadl 
prs^tised. I endeavoured to shove- her 
how suspicious the genuinenei^s 6f her 
repentance appeared ; and having ^- 
horted her to a very deep humiliation, I 
left her suitably impressed. ' ' 

Although I was dreadftilly shbcked 
both at the exposi of her character, and 
more iespecially at the circumstances under 
which it was made known to me, my con- 
viction of the genuineness of her repent- 
ance was not at all impaired. 1' Had 
sufficient penetration to see that a real 
work of repentance had began. I well' 
weighed the gradual workings of her owAl 
mind, arriving at length to deep convic-' 
tion of sin before I visited her— htr 
eagerness and avidity for instructibn— 
her lively sensibility to the truths of tlie 
g^iSpel— her prayers, her apprehebsidn, at ' 
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iQQglb, of the doctrines of our religion.; 
tbeae I considered as testiniooies pf a 
gei^mine . repentance which overbalanced 
the siispicious circumstance which bad 
transpired. Her sense of shame was ex- 
qqisite to a degree which quite astonished 
me — this, while it was a fruit of her 
repentance, was the occasion of obscuring 
it for a season. 

But I have now to introduce the reader 
to a.circumstance still more painfull which 
filled me with an anguish quite indes- 
cribable. Only those who have known 
what it . is nearly to lose for ever those 
whppi they have cherished in their hearts, 
and nurtured by their instruction, can at 
all enter into my feelings. I was as near 
losipg her for ever as it is possible for 
one of Christ's sheep to be lost; but 
God and his Christ enabled me to save 
her by my prayers. On the Saturday 
after I ,bad administered the sacrament I 
called^ but she would not see me ! The 
minister of God alone can conceive what 
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I felt — it was the sympathy of Jesus 
Christ. Her servant^ who had been^ as 
I afterwards founds her companion in her 
infamy, and who possessed an unlimited 
control over her^ was enraged against me 
beyond description* The house could 
hardly contain her : ^' I was no gentle- 
man :'' — '^ my, she was convinced that 1 
was not a real clergyman/'—*^ I was a 
catholic priest r**^ *^ what ! confession in 
the church of England ;''— **^he shall ne vet- 
see my mistregls again.'* These were the 
expressions which were continually in 
her mouth. Her medical man too (a 
young ^sculapius who knew nothing of 
his honourable profession but the label* 
ling of his bottles) confirmed the opinion 
of her servant. He could not allow any 
patient of his to submit to such ungentle- 
manly conduct— he could not answer for 
the consequences of such excitement and 
agitation .^ he was surprised at a woman 
of her spirit submitting to a priest^ who 
had gone far beyond his authority* He 
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therefore must insist upon tny discbn- 
tinuiog my visits. • Her female friends^ 
likewise^ vfho happened to call, strongly 
reprobated every thing in the shape of 
confessioxi^ ^^You do not know what 
yon may be called upon next to confess ; 
what comfort can he be now to you-*-he 
will make yon wretched. My dear, we 
must obey our medical man : yoq have 
learnt all that you want from him, and 
have taken the sacrament — what do you 
want more?^ She was thus prevailed 
upon to deny my visits. 

I called again on Monday morning, but 
with no better success. I saw Miss F. 
on the subject. She told me how com- 
pletely Mrs. D.'s mind had been turned 
against me by those about her. ^^ Mrs. 
D. wishes. Sir, to write to you upon the 
subject, and wants your name and ad- 
dress.'' "I am not in the habit,*' I 
replied, ^f of corresponding with any sick 
person whom I visit, and as I feel satis- 
fied that I have acted with the utmost pro- 
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priety, 1 do not consider any letters of 
explanation are at all necessary. I there- 
fore must decline giving my address or 
receiving any letter of vindication from 
Mrs. D/' The letter Miss P. told me had 
been begun by Mrs. D. 

I called again on Tuesday, in the 
middle of the day. Miss F. had informed 
her that I did not wish to have any letter 
from her upon the subject. She still de- 
clined seeing me. I felt that this was 
the critical point when the genuineness of 
her repentance was to be determined. I 
was well aware that she must be going 
rapidly back, that every day widened the 
breach between us; therefore 1 deter- 
mined not to leave the house without 
seeing her. I found she would not yield 
to me; in order to save her, therefore, I 
humbled myself to her. I wrote in the 
house a small note, which I sent up by 
Miss F., requesting that as I had called 
several times to no purpose, she would 
allqw me to see her. I did not giVe her 
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time to answer the note, but bein^ 
assured by ,^133 F« that I could, eater fver 
room with propriety, without permissioiii 
I entered it. The note was in her band> 
and her de^kiby her side, as if she knew 
not what to answer. She bowed as I 
entered, but without her usual smile of 
welcome. I made every apology for the 
liberty I had taken in entering her room 
without her leave, and hoped that my exr- 
treme i^nxiety for her welfare would jus- 
tify my conduct. I then tpld her that I 
}Was much surprised, that her conduot 
should have become so suddenly changed 
towards me, as I had left her perfectly 
satisfied with the propriety of what . I 
had done. 1 then took the rubric and 
,$^owed her that it was the duty of the 
jcler^ tp $ee that ^ a notorious evil doeri" 
YfpM repented of his sins before he re- 
ceived the sacrament. I showed likewise 
hpw fuUy I was justified from her own 
jponfession, and from the conduct of her 
setryant? in asking the question I did. I 
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pointed out, likewise, the delicacy and 
tenderness with which I had treated her. 

.... • 

I implored her not to listen to any other 
adviser in the world but myself. She 
began to be affected. I then instantly 
touched upon the suspicious appearance 
of her repentance. ^ I am sure," said 
she in tears, ^ that my repentance is sin« 
cere/' and then instantly checking her- 
self, with hesitation she said^ f' I hope it 
is.'' The manner and tone of voice with 
which she said this p^it joy in my heart. A 
little indescribable circumstance like this, 
which the man of observation can mark, 
will often produce a satis^tion and con* 
viction superior to all protestations and 
expressions. «lfeel, Sir, I hope, gratefiil 
for your past instructions ; but I do not 
see what further advantage I can derive 
from them after what has passed. { 
shall for the future give up all human aid, 
and look to God alone for instruction.^' 
I then asked her from whom she bad de- 
rived her present knowledge of religion. 
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whether it was not received from me. I 
then showed her how faith came by hear- 
ing; that miniBters were set apart by 
God to teach and perfect the work of 
repentance. I pointed out the danger she 
was under if left to herself and her own 
musings. I then said^ *^ shall I, or will 
you allow me to read and pray as before 1^ 
She thanked me, and begged I would. I 
then read the second of Ephesians, which 
r had previously expounded. I merely 
pbinted out how extremely applicable the 
various passages were to her. I then 
prayed by her bed-side. After prayer 
there was a strong reaction on her mind. 
I bad hardly finished when she said^ 
" Oh ! Sir, this is the kindest of all your 
kind acts : I take this to be the kindest 
of them all. I hope you will visit me as 
before." I promised to do so. When she 
became more confidential towards me, she 
explained her feelings at this interview. 
'^I shall never " said she '^forget the manner 
with which you asked me whether you 
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should read as before — it penetrated my 
▼erj soul ; I felt that I could not refuse 
you. Towards the cooclusion of the prayer 
I felt completely overpowered, and my 
heart quite changed to you as before/' 

Upon my return home, I felt very 
anxious to confirm the impression I had 
already made, and to guard her against a 
relapse. My anxiety stimulated me to 
every kind of exertion, nor did 1 relax in 
prayer for her, while I endeavoured to 
perfect the work I bad so happily begun. 
For this purpose, in the course of the 
evening, I sent her the following letter. 

<' Tuesday evening. Sept 22ud> 1830. 
28, Burton Crescent 
^^ Madam, 
'^ I feel so extremely interested and anxious 
for your welfare, that I cannot help writing to 
you upon the subject about which I have just 
spoken to you. I wish entirely to erase from 
your mind, the least irritability of feeling to- 
wards me. Believe roe that all language is in- 
capable of defining the extreme anxiety I feel 
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for you. As you value your eternal interests, 
turn a deaf ear to all your acquaintances. I 
tremble lest they or your own pride, should 
alter that state of mind in which I have just 
left you. There are three points to which I 
wish to direct your attention. The first is, that 
I have rather acted under my duty in deferring 
to put the question I did to you, which well- 
grounded suspicions warranted me in putting. 
The rubric and canons of our church, distinctly 
specify that it is our duty to see that partakers 
of the communion are not * notorious evil 
doers,' and if they are, that they truly repent. 
* If we receive it unworthily, we eat and drink 
our own damnation.** Had I known your real 
case before communion, I should have waited 
some few days till your repentance, in my poor 
judgment, should warrant me in giving it. But, 
awful to think ! you partook of that sacred or- 
dinance, giving me a distinct and deliberate lie, 
by affirming your innocence. Were you not 
guilty, I ask you before God, of * lying and 
hypocrisy ? ' My charge, then, of a very awful 
lie and deception is just to the very letter. 
With regard to prying into your character, let 
me observe that the information has been given 
me without my seeking it. The person gave 
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m^ your history, unsolicited, out of respect to 
me. Once for all, let me observe that the lady 
of the house (I forget her name) did not give 
me the information ; neither did my suspicions 
arise from any thing she has said to me. The 
reason why I thought you denied the crime 
laid to you was, that you might appear in as 
favourable a light as you could to me. I was 
obliged to think this of you, or that you were a 
disgusting hypocrite. I ask you then, whether 
charity has not characterised my conduct to- 
wards you ? I do not wish to stretch my charity 
beyond the truth ; but many a clergyman who 
had discovered a communicant of your char^ter 
to have taken the sacrament with a lie in their , 
mouth, and with the appearance of repentance, 
would have given you up in disgust. And in 
addition to all your sins, you gave me up, and 
denied my visits. But I will never give you 
up, till I have resigned you to Jesus Christ. I 
know the depth and extent of your sins — but I 
believe that you are truly penitent. Profoe your 
sincerity — receive with meekness my reproofs, 
my exhortations and instruction. Your incivi- 
lity to me only affects me as it respects the 
genuineness of your repentance. Believe me, I 
take a deep and lively interest in you, as .my 
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patience, earnestness and this letter must testify. 
I give you my address, that you may know the 
confidence I place in you, and which you ought 
(if you value my instructions) to place in me. 
Should you wish, then, at any time to write to 

me, vou will know where to direct* There is 

to 

no occasion to answer this letter, as I write it 

merely to recapitulate the conversation I had 

with you, to fix your attention to it — to impress 

you likewise with the propriety and charity of 

my conduct, and the deep and lively interest I 

take in you. 

" 1 am, &c. 

" H. REVELL.^ 

To make part of this letter perfectly 
intelligible^ it is necessary to observe the 
different points on which her indignation^ 
T founds had been raised against me. 
1st, My having asked her whether she 
had been guilty of adultery : 2nd, my 
having charged her with lying and hypo- 
crisy : 3rd, my having thought that she 
had denied the charge from a wish to 
gain my good opinion of her. She was 
mightily indignant at my charge of hypo- 
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crisy, which with all her faults was a sin 
which she had never practised. Her 
pride was greatly roused likewise by 
my supposing and flattering myself that 
she wished to gain my esteem. The ob- 
servation in my letter, that I was obliged 
to think that she had acted from this mo- 
tive, or that she was a disgusting hypo- 
crite, deeply convinced her of the charit- 
able construction I had given to her con- 
duct. I was not in the least aware of her 
extreme sense of shame, which the reader 
has already found was the true cause 
of her concealing her real character from 
me. 

Finding that the present was a very 
extraordinary case, which required un- 
remitting care and watchfulness, I deem- 
ed it necessary to visit her every day in- 
stead of three times a week. Accord- 
ingly I went to her the following morn- 
ing, Wednesday. When I had entered 
the room, she said with deep emotion, 
^^ How, Sir, can I thank you for your 
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letter^ which I shall keep as a treasure 
to the latest hour of ray life ? Your 
letter has filled me with shame and dis- 
gust with myself. O how different has 
your conduct been to mine ! That you 
should have condescended to one so 
worthless as rayself ! — I cannot describe 
my feelings. I nearly finished my ans- 
wer to it last night — and I am sorry that 
you should have called without having 
received it.'' I told her that I was sorry 
that she had troubled herself in answer- 
ing it, as there was no occasion. *^ I 
could not/' she replied, *^ but answer it 
immediately, and declare the true feelings 
of my heart. I have only just breakfasted, 
as I do not awake before one, being not 
able to sleep before five or six o'clock — 
my cough keeps me awake — otherwise 
you should have had the answer before 
this.'' I then told her for the future that 
I should not allow any one to be in the 
room during my exposition and prayer, 
as I had previously done, as I could not 
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conscientiously discharge my daty with- 
out alluding to her sin. ^^ O Sir,'' she 
replied^ ^^ that is merciful of you, for you 
cannot conceive the torture I have felt, 
lest^ during your former expositions and 
prayers, you should say any thing that 
might allude to my great sin. This I 
felt greatly embarrassed me^ and often 
hindered the full benefit to be derived 
from your instruction/' Her sense of 
shame greatly surprised me. I thea read 
and expounded part of the scriptures 
suitable to her, inculcated a very deep 
humiliation corresponding to her guilt, 
while at the same time I showed the will- 
ingness of God to receive all sinners who 
thus approach him through the bloody 
atonement made by his Son. She was 
deeply, but only suitably affected, and 
having prayed by her side, I left her. 
She shortly afterwards sent the following 
letter in answer to mine. 
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<* Tuesday Night, Sept. 22, 1830. 
« Dear Sir, 
" Not for worlds would I delay for a moment 
returning you my warmest, my best thanks, and 
ten thousand of them, for your kind and 
charitable letter. It has given me the most 
heartfelt and unutterable pleasure, and I cannot 
but regret my inability to express all I feel — I 
am poor even in thoughts. I must therefore 
throw myself still further on your generosity, 
and beg y6u will tell me in what way I can 
prove my gratitude. Indeed, indeed I have 
a grateful heart, and I have been both pained 
and punished by its assuming the garb of in- 
gratitude. I beg and entreat that you will not 
doubt me when I assure you, I had made up 
my mind this morning to throw off the filthy 
burthen, by confessing my shame and sorrow for 
my conduct on Monday. The manner I in- 
tended to do it was, by beginning a letter with 
the conclusion of the forbidden letter, which 
would have been thanking you gratefully for 
your truly kind and truly comforting instruc- 
tions to me, expressing my sorrow for the rude 
message 1 sent you on Monday, and throwing 
myself entirely on your mercy for pardon and 
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forgiveness. I should have relied, too, on your 
renewing and continuing your instructions to 
me. But (1 am ashamed to confess it) Miss F. 
raised again that demon pride in my heart, by 
telling me that my letter would not be received, 
that, in fact, none but such a note as the one she 
had dictated would.be. But I can better prove 
to you the vile temper that raged in me by 
giving you my answer to her, when she advised 
me to write in my own way, through the person 
who sent you first to visit me. It was, * No, 
Miss F., I shall certainly not subject myself to 
the insult of having my letter returned un- 
opened ; besides, I have not strength to throw 
away in that manner.' What then must be my 
feelings (after such conduct) on reading your 
kind, generous, and truly charitable letter ! It 
is impossible to describe them in any way ; nor 
nor can I find words to express the shame and 
contrition I feel for my disgusting and unworthy 
conduct to you. But believe me, I have been 
pained and stung to the quick by the forcible 
truths contained in your letter. I admit every 
word to be just — I told a most gross falsehood, 
for I perfectly understood your question. I 
was therefore a hypocrite in heart — sl most 
vile one ; and I am astonished that you have 
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acted with so much charity as to forgive me, 
though I feel assured you have. The kind 
maimer, too, in which you have acted in doing 
so, adds to my load of shame. Pray let me 
entreat you to continue your kindness to me, 
though I acknowledge I am not worthy of it. 
Yet I will try to become so — and do pray for 
me, and teach me — O teach me how to pray 
for my wicked and numerous sins. You say 
you know them all; believe me I am truly 
glad you do ; and if you wish to ask me any 
questions, do it — and, however it may be pain- 
ful, I will answer you as truly as I would my 
God. I do not mean answering you would be 
painful ; that might be a pleasure, as it would 
give me an opportunity of showing that my 
feeling of gratitude is sincere ; and God knows 
this letter is the pure dictate of a grateful 
heart, or rather of a heart that would be 
grateful, but knows not how. Your letter of to 
night has indeed wounded to heal, for now it is 
balm to my heart, and I assure you it will be 
to me a sacred treasure until my death — be 
that long or short — I care not how short, so 
that I am pardoned by my heavenly Father : 
and I hope for Christ's sake he will be merciful 
to me, and quickly relieve me from all the 
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troubles, afflictions, and persecutions of this 
world. While I am in it, if you will condes- 
cend to visit me, you shall be my earthly rock» 
my stay, and my comfort. 

" (Wednesday). I cannot but feel very sorry 
that I was not able to conclude this letter last 
night, so that you might have received it before 
I saw you this morning;, as it would have 
proved that I was not waiting for your visits 
and that I was humbled immediately on reading 
your letter. I can now only beg you to believe 
this letter to be dictated by sincere repentance 
for my conduct to you, and that I remain, with 
a lively sense of my weighty obligations, 
" Respectfully and gratefully yours, 

" M. L. WITTY.' 

" P. S. This is my husband's name — need I 
tell you not to mention it ? — no, I feel it is not 
necessary, though fear has induced me to do so 
as * * * * *, Sec."" 

To make any comment upon this letter 
is perfectless useless— it speaks for it- 
self. It is a beautiful specimen of contri- 
tion, simplicity, gratitude^ and honesty. 
I continued daily to visit ber^ and was 
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delighted to witness an increase of peni- 
tence^ faitfa^ and knowledge. I found that 
afae possessed a most retentive memory, 
and astonishing quickness of apprehen- 
sion afler her mind had once clearly un- 
derstood, the import of the terms em- 
ployed. The scheme of revelation was 
now fully embraced by her, and she 
sought Christ with the most ardent ailx- 
lety, and deepest humiliation. The pain* 
ful circumstance of the denial of her guilt, 
and her conduct to me, now that a reac- 
tion in her mind had taken place, greatly 
increased the depth of her repentance. 
Causes of the profoundest humiliation, 
and godly sorrow surrounded her on 
all sides; nor were any of them lost 
upon her. She bewailed her numerous 
sins separately and distinctly. The in- 
famy of her past life, her boundless ex- 
travagance, her virulence of temper, her 
utter heartlessness and recklessness, her 
attempt at suicide, her neglect of Christ^s 
gospel, — all these, together with her con- 
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duct towards me^ conspired together to 
excite a just abhorrence of herself, re- 
pentance towards God, and gratitude to 
the Saviour. A singular spirit of prayer, 
but only suited to her case, was vouch- 
safed to her from the Almighty. While 
Christ doubtless pleaded for her above, 
the Holy Spirit raised and supported a 
holy inspiration of prayer, the very 
fruit of that Saviour's intercession. She 
possessed most truly that broken and 
contrite heart which God will not despise. 
And though the promises, the invitations, 
and even the commands of God are the 
sole ground that warrapts the sinner's 
approach to Christ, and expectation of 
mercy; yet she possessed that happy 
disposition, that thirst for God, that 
contrition of soul and desire to win 
Christ, without which those invitations 
would be in vain. Her right and title 
to mercy, and expectation of it, like 
her own justification, were founded upon 
something quite foreign and external 



61 

to herself^ even upon Christ the Lord. 
While she rested her entire justifica- 
tion on the active and passive obedi- 
ence of Christy imputed to her through 
faith — her hope that she as an individual 
might approach Christ, was not founded 
upon her own repentance and humiliation, 
or any such slippery foundation. She 
accurately distinguished between the dis- 
position which led her to Christy and the 
invitation of mercy to all sinners, the sole 
grtfund of hope and assurance. The 
hungering and thirsting for a feast is not 
the right and title for any one to ap- 
proach a banquet — but the invitation 
given by the master of the feast. She 
applied this simple illustration to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb. Her crav- 
ing for the body and blood of Christ did 
not by any means entitle her to that holy 
supper, but the invitation given to the 
universe : ^^ Whosoever will, let him take 
of the waters of life freely.'' This thirst 
of hers for the waters of life, this blessed 
hunger of hers for the bread of heaven, 



while equally given by God, was never 
confounded with the invitation^ the sole 
title to partake of the feast. While she 
blessed God for the invitation, she thanks 
ed him likewise for the disposition that 
enabled her to receive it. But she never 
took the disposition to embrace the invi* 
tation for the title to receive the blessing. 
This was the divinity I taught her. 

Rightly to divide the word of God 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual^ 
is the province of the minister of Christ. 
Great accuracy and distinctness are 
necessary at all times to be observed, 
especially with those whose minds are 
painfully convinced of their transgres- 
sions. The impure and holy, the most 
degraded prostitute and chastest woman, 
the most callous and the most impressed 
— in a word, the greatest sinner, and the 
most exalted saint, all possess one and 
the same title to go to Christ — viz. the 
invitation of the Almighty. The abomi- 
nable Manasses and pious Daniel pos- 
sessed the same legal title to approach 



Jehovah. The invitation of the Almighty^ 
say rather thp solicitations^ the expos- 
tulations and even commands of the 
Father and Son, as much entitle him, who 
thirsty for worldly pleasures and spends 
his money for nought, to drink of the 
waters of life freely, as him who truly 
hungers and thirsts after righteousness. 
The disposition does not in any way in- 
crease our title : our feeling our ne^ of 
Christ does not in the least authorize us 
to go to the Saviour, however this may 
be sung in poetry. The disposition is 
perfectly distinct from the title. All pos- 
sess the same title, but experience proves 
that all do not possess the same disposi- 
tion. Let me then repeat it as an in- 
valuable axiom in Divinity, that ^* the 
disposition to seek Christ is perfectly and 
for ever distinct from the title so to doJ*^ 
The value of this truth will readily 
appear from the following reflections. If 
the disposition to seek Christ were the 
title to do so; the invitation given to all 
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to seek^ would be self-contradictory and 
null and void. But by a universal invi- 
tation we possess a universal title. Follow 
rae a step further. The universality of 
this title is commensurate with the uni- 
versality of sin^ and tallies with the 
unlimited sacrifice made by Christ. 
While God commands all ^^men every 
where to repent," while all mankind, 
saints and sinners, are invited to go to 
Christ and drink of the waters of life : 
we read that ^* all are dead in tres- 
passes and sin : '' and since ^^ all are 
dead "— " Christ died for all/' ^^ gave 
himself a ransom for all." As universal 
is the disease, so universal is the remedy, 
and so universal is the title to apply for 
the remedy. Observe the beautiful har- 
mony and consistency in this. The title 
is the same — the disease the same— the 
remedy the same. ^' All have sinned ''— 
^'Christ died for all" — **all are com- 
manded to repent." But mark the mon- 
strosity if the disposition to seek Christ 
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be made our title to do so. In this case 
we have the disposition possessed hy 
few; an invitation given to all; a 
Saviour who gave himself a ransom for 
all. To be consistent^ our divinity must 
be a disposition given to the few ; an in- 
vitation given to the few — a Saviour who 
died for the few. But ijT it be a blessed 
truth that ^* God willeth not the death of 
a sinner^ but rather that he should be 
converted and saved,^^ if he and his Son 
expostulate with those that destroy them- 
selves, saying, "Oh! Israel thou hast 
destroyed thyself^ — **ye will not come 
unto me " — ^* why will ye die ? " — if \xq 
*^ commands all men every where to re- 
pent " — (/"Christ wept over those whom he 
would have gathered as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wing, but they 
would not; then we must admit, as a 
necessary consequence, that ** Christ 
died not for our sins only, but for the 
sins of the whole world.^ If we can 
prove that all are invited, we prove at 
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the same time that '^Christ died for all." 
And vice versd if we can prove that 
Christ died for all, we prove that all 
must be invited. One of these truths 
cannot be proved without the other— the 
consequence is irresistible. A little com*- 
mon sense will confirm this. No one, I 
think, would be blasphemous enough to 
assert that the tears of Christ which he 
shed over Jerusalem, whom he would 
often have received, but who would not 
him, were hypocritical — that a similar 
declaration of Jehovah in the 81 st Psalm 
and 1 3th verse, ^^ Oh that Israel had 
hearkened unto me; but Israel would 
none of me'' — is insincere, or that the 
invitations and expostulations of the 
Father and the Son with sinners were 
not freely and ex animo given. But com- 
mon sense, I think, will decide, as well as 
the soundest logic, that such tears must 
have been ridiculous, such expostulations 
and invitations could not have been sin- 
cere ; if " God had not so loved the world 
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as to give his only begotten Son ^— ^^ to 
die for all " — *^ to give himself a ransom 
for all ^— ^^ to draw all inen unto him.'' 

Not only is it contradictory to affirm 
that the invitation is given to all, and yet 
affirm that Christ died for the elect Only; 
but it is inconsistent to admit that ^^ all 
are dead/^ and yet deny that Christ 
died for all. The Apostle Paul, 2 
Cor. xiv. 5, draws the conclusion, that 
*^aU are dead^^ from the fact that, 
*^ Christ died for all ; '' if therefore we 
admit the conclusion we must admit the 
h3rpothesis9 i. e. the fact that Christ did 
die for all : and vice versd if we deny 
the fact we must deny the conclusion.* 
If this is not reasoning, I have read Eu- 
clid to no purpose. We cannot deny 
one without denying both. But what is 
the cause of so much confusion, per- 

* ''Since Christ died for all;" [the premises.] 
" then all are dead/' [the conclusion.'} 

If one of these is true both are true ; if one of 
these is false both are false. 
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plexity and ignorance on this subject ? It 
arises from want of comprehension. But 
the chief cause is ignorance of the in- 
valuable truth, ^^ that the disposition to 
seek Chrit is perfectly and for ever dis- 
tinct from the title do so.'^ But this 
invaluable truth is capable of giving a 
simple solution to some of the most 
difficult points in theology. For let it be 
well kept in the mind *^ that the disposi- 
tion to seek Christ is perfectly distinct 
from the title to do so\^ it follows — 

I. Our election does not constitute 
our title to go to Christ, therefore the 
elect have no more title than the rest 
of the world to the salvation of Christ ; 
for election is nothing more than such a 
disposition given by God. Here is a 
clear demonstration that all the world is 
interested in the ransom made by Christ. 

II. It follows that, the doctrine of 
reprobation is not involved in the doctrine 
of election j since all are entitled to sal- 
vation by a universal invitation. Hence 
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we see that we cannot do justice to 
the doctrine of election without inviting 
all to Christ. 

III. It follows that the doctrines of 
election and human responsibility do not 
contradict each other; for election, or the 
disposition given by God to seek Christy 
is perfectly distinct from the title to do 
so^ i. €., universal invitation ; in other 
words, universal responsibility. 

From the truths then, that " the dispo- 
position to seek Christ is perfectly dis- 
tinct from the title to do so," the following 
propositions have been incontrovertibly 
proved. 

1. The elect have no more title than 
the rest of the world to the salvation of 
Christ. The corollary of which is, all 
the world is interested in the ransom 
made by Christ. 

2. The doctrine of reprobation is not 
involved in the doctrine of election. The 
deduction from which is, we cannot so 
much as even do justice to the very doc- 
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trine of election without inviting all to 
Christ. 

3. The doctrine of election and human 
responsibility, or free agency, do not 
contradict each other. 

I flatter myself that I have given a 
genuine, simple, and, I believe, original 
solution of some of the most difficult and 
disputed points in theology. Should this 
not be perfectly intelligible to the reader, 
his modesty will, I hope, prompt him to 
attribute it to a want of capacity on his 
part, rather than perspicuity on mine. 

That this disposition of effectually 
seeking Christ to the salvation of the 
soul, however distinct from the title to do 
so, is primarily given by the Father, it is 
evident from innumerable passages in the 
scriptures. ^^ No man can come to me 
except the Father which hath sent me 
draw him,'' is a truth that cannot be dis- 
puted. This truth is not only revealed 
iti precise and distinct terms, but is like- 
wise involved in the doctrine, that man is 
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dead in traspasses and sins^ and that he 
is quickened by God through the spiritual 
energies of .the Holy Ghost. Man is at 
first a passive but afterwards au active 
recipient of the Holy Spirit. He is at 
fir^t as passive a recipient of the Spirit, 
as the bodies of Lazarus and Christ were 
when raised from the dead by a divine 
energy and power ; or as the body of 
Adam when the Almighty breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life. But man 
is thus made a passive, only that he may 
afterwards be an active recipient of 
Divine grace and favour. He is now 
called upon to cultivate the grace given 
him. Being now made a steward of the 
manifold gifts of God, it remains for him 
to lay out the talents entrusted to him by 
his Master, that he may receive his own 
with usury. According as he now asks 
he receives : according to his diligence or 
sloth, consistency or inconsistency — in a 
word, according. as he *^ opens his mouth 
wide, God fills it ;" for ^' we are not 
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straitened in him but ourselves/' Human 
responsibility, then, so far from being 
diminished, is increased by the disposi- 
tion vouchsafed to us from the Almighty. 
The Spirit is given for no other purpose 
than to quicken the affections deadened 
by sin — to rouse the energies of the 
human soul, and to give them both a 
proper impetus and direction. It is only 
on the necessary admission that man 
(after being once quickened) is an active 
recipient of Divine grace, we can at all 
account for our stint of ^* growth in the 
inner man*' — secret declensions from 
God, and sometimes, it seems, apostacy 
from the Divine favour. The disposition, 
then, of seeking Christ while it gives no 
title to go to him, so far from diminish- 
ing only increases human responsibility. 
While therefore the invitations of God, 
which are our sole title to go to Christ, 
clearly prove human responsibility; the 
disposition given by God, so far from in- 
terjfering with, as some have supposed. 
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rather confirm and strengthen, the doc- 
trine of human responsibility and free 
agency. 

But upon this disposition given by God 
we will offer some further remarks, and 
see how they apply to the case before us. 
We cannot for a moment suppose that 
the Almighty acts from sudden emer- 
gency. There is a vast and eternal differ- 
ence between finite and infinite being, 
respecting action and conduct. Finite 
being acts from sudden emergency, or at 
best from confined reflection and limited 
experience. Circumstances over which 
he has no. control perpetually occur to 
disarrange his plans, mar his schemes, 
and ridicule his speculations. Untoward 
events often arise of too unyielding a 
nature, as to allow him to press them into 
the mould to which he would form and 
fashion them. He is ever obliged to 
retrace his steps, change his course, and 
adopt altogether a new line of proceeding. 
Infinite being, on the other hand, is sub- 

E 
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ject to no such perplexity and variation. 
Nothing new can now originate in the 
mind of God to prompt him to the aban- 
donment of schemes well digested, or the 
adoption of conduct not previously con- 
ceived. Succession is the attribute of 
finite, and immutability that of infinite, 
being. To deny this, is to affirm that 
novelty can enter the mind of Jehovah — 
in other words, that he is not the same 
being at one time as he is at another — 
that he is not ^^the same yesterday, to 
day, and for ever." Succession, then, 
whether of thoughts, plans, or counsels, is 
the attribute of finite ; immutability that 
of infinite being. 

It is contrary therefore to the soundest 
reasoning, to say nothing of the testi- 
mony of scripture, to suppose that the 
act of converting a sinner has been con- 
ceived in time, but not contemplated in 
eternity. *^ Known unto God are all his 
works from the beginning^' — executed in 
time, but devised in eternity. The dis- 
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position of seeking Christ given to those 
dead in trespasses and sins is, be it 
remembered^ as much an act of God as 
the resurrection of Christ, or creation of 
the universe. When therefore the Father 
draws the sinner to Christy must we not 
say^ with the above reasoning, too strict 
to be refuted^ and too plain to be mis- 
understood, that this act has not arisen 
from immediate suggestion or sudden 
emergency — but " according to his eter- 
nal purpose which he purposed in Christ 
Jesus ? " 

But what an admirable illustration of 
all this have we in the case before us ! 
The reader surely will not maintain that 
this poor woman, depraved as she was 
beyond wlmt I have yet exposed her, had 
no title to the redemption of the world by 
Jesus Christ. The unlimited invitations 
given in the scriptures surely authorized 
her to apply both for mercy and contri- 
tion to him who was exalted to give both 
^* repentance and xemission of sins.'' She 
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had no need to wait til) she possessed a 
repeutance suited to the enormity of her 
guilt.' But being entitled by the invita- 
tions of the Almighty, with the most 
imperfect and inadequate repentance, she 
could apply to the Son of God, who 
would by DO means cast her out, but 
receive her, not only defiled with sin, but 
perhaps at first little afi^ected with its 
awful consequences. If our disposition, 
our feeling the need of Christ were our 
title to go to him, the question must ever 
remain what is the exact quota of feeling 
that can entitle us to approach him. This 
quota must vary according to the enor- 
mity and extent of our sins ; but who can 
fix the proportion ? We may all be satis- 
fied that the vilest of the vile may be 
pardoned through the mercy of Christ, 
and prevalence of his intercession; but 
if the depth of our repentance be made 
the authority of our application, so in- 
determinate a title would only raise des- 
mind of him who is conscious 
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that his repentance is not commensurate 
with the enormity of his wickedness. 
That repentance and sorrow for sin is not 
as necessary on our part for salvation, as 
the atonement made by Christ on his^ is 
a position which none but the malicious 
can think that I maintain. The vilest of 
the vile, however, may approach Christ 
toith whatever sins and with whatever 
disposition. This is the gospel of Christ, 
and is only just sufficient to meet the exi- 
gencies of sinful and wretched humanity. 
We may approach Christ with the sins 
of Manasses and obduracy of Judas, for 
that very, disposition, that broken and 
contrite heart which God will not despise. 
Let our sins be red as crimson, and our 
hearts (as we too often find when we 
begin to repent) awfully insensible and 
hard as stone ; the former shall be made 
white as wool, and our hearts as soft as 
wax. This was the only preaching that 
could reach the desperate case of this 
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abandoned woman. I preacfaedr-she re- 
pented—and Christ forgave. 

In applying to this poor woman my 
observations respecting the disposition 
given by the Father, we may remark that 
she is a singular instance of the sovereign 
mercy of Almighty God. That her re 
pentance was little at the outset, but 
gradually increased, is supported by fact 
and cannot be disputed. The reader 
must have observed the rapid increase of 
this penitence, which he will find advanc- 
ing to the day of her death. An inquiry 
was already instituted, a restless uneasi- 
ness was already established, before I 
knew her ; she was, throughout my visits, 
an active recipient of the Holy Spirit. 
But can any one dare to aflSrm, in oppo- 
sition to what I have distinctly proved, 
that this degraded woman was not cU 
first a passive recipient of Divine grace 
and favour ? Carry the spirit of repentance 
and inquiry as far back as you please — 
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retrace the successive steps of the active 
energies of her own mind; still there 
must be a point and starting post from 
which she set out to run the Christian 
course. She at least (if any in the world) 
was so far dead in trespasses and sins — 
so lost in ignorance and insensibility^ 
that she required to be roused from her 
moral slumbers by a divine power^ that 
she might ^ awake from the dead for 
Christ to give her lighf I care not how 
slow and progressive at first, or how 
rapid and astonishing her repentance 
afterwards became^ a time there was 
when she was a passive recipient of 
divine grace, when a principle of mobi- 
lity was communicated to her mind. To 
a man who is marching direct north, and 
afterwards changes his course to due 
south, there is a point or pivot on which 
he turns to retrace his steps. So it is 
with every returning penitent. The ques- 
tion only is, whether this is virtually the 
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act of God, or solely tbat of the creature. 
The case I thiok before us, to say nothing 
of the preceding argument, sets this point 
at rest for ever. She is a living monu- 
ment and witness of the truth — " that no 
man can come unto me except the Father 
which hath sent me draw him " — God 
has mercy on whom he will have mercy ! 
O, holy Father, how merciful art thou 
and how lost is man, that it is thou who 
must first condescend and humble thyself 
to the sinner, ere he will repent and 
humble himself to thee ! 

But to return to the penitent before us. ' 
She now placed that confideuce in me, to 
which, as her teacher, under all circum- 
stances, I was justly entitled. Being 
very anxious to know her own history 
from herself, 1 one day asked her if she 
would draw up for me an account of 
herself, that I might read it at her death. 
She readily complied with ray request, 
»u(l was delighted at the opportunity I 
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afforded her of showing her sincere 
gratitude to me. I wrote her the follow- 
ing letter on the subject. 



It 



Saturday Evenings Sept. 26. 
My dear Madam, 
" I take * this opportunity of writing you 
a few lines respecting my request, with which 
you were kind enough to comply. I really 
hardly know whether I ought to ask so much 
of you. But the confidence you now place in 
me, and the ready manner in which you imme- 
diately complied with my request, embolden me 
to leave it to your kind consideration. I have no 
idle curiosity whatever to gratify by this ; but 
as I believe you to be a sincere penitent, I shall 
feel obliged by the outline of your history. 
Let the outline, then, of your life be drawn 
briefly, yet distinctly. You have but little 
time to spare for any thing but what is imme- 
diately connected with your eternal interests. 
Touch upon the circumstances of your life with 
utmost purity of thought and simplicity. 
There is no occasion whatever for much detail 
of a life which must be looked upon with sorrow 

^ I sent her some game. 
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and shame. Let the review of your life be 
attended with deep humiliation, and if it raises 
in your mind any other feeling than that of a 
just abhorrence of sin and gratitude to God, 
discard it immediately. Write very little every 
day, (Sunday excepted,) one page each day is 
abundance. But, as I said before, let nothing 
interfere with the one thing needful. Give 
yourself up entirely to converse about nothing 
but Jesus Christ and the things of the Spirit. 
I pray most fervently that Christ the good 
Shepherd may carry you home on his shoulders 
rejoicing — may redeem, purify, and sanctify 
you for ever. 

** I remain, 
" Your sincere friend and faithful Minister, 

« H. Revell." 
" P. S. Pray excuse this letter paper, as my 
stock is out.*^ 

To this I received the following reply : — 

'* Park Street, Camdea Town. 
" Indeed, my dear Sir, you must not be so 
kind to me, for I am too weak even in words to ex- 
press my feelings, and on that account the kind- 
ness becomes a trouble to me. I trust therefore 
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you will believe me when I tell you, that the 
opportunity you have given me of proving in 
some slight degree my gratitude, will give me 
a true, a heartfelt pleasure. I feel that it will be 
but a poor return for all your kindness and 
trouble — but it is the only one I can make. In 
retracing the history of my really eventful life, 
I do assure you, I will not, as I hope for salva- 
tion (and that I ardently do) write one word 
false. You shall see my life as it has been 
really and truly. I will not paint in any false 
colours ; and to prove that it is my intention 
not to do so, I now tell you that I am o{ poor 
and very very humble origin. I shall blush for 
shame in every line I write ; and yet I think, in 
reading it you will sincerely pity as well as con- 
demn. This thought shall spur me on, and 
keep me from fainting under the task; for I 
dread to think of the horror and disgust I shall 
create in your mind in relating truly my life, 
as I must tell of such things that are done in this 
world, and show how depraved human nature 
can be. I will, with God's will and pleasure, 
begin my task of love and gratitude on Monday, 
and I will do it in every respect as you desire 
me. 

1 am sorry you thought it necessary to 
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apologise for the paper of your note — if you 
knew my feelings better you would not. The 
contents of your notes are too precious to think 
of thepaper, though ^^a^, however coarse it might 
be, would now be to me invaluable, as having 
passed through your hands, and containing the 
dictates of so pure, so good, and so kind a heart 
as yours. And now I must beg you will par- 
don the liberty I have taken in troubling you 
with this ; and also that you will accept my best 
thanks for you kind present and letter^ and 
believe me to remain with truly grateful 
feelings, 

** Very respectfully yours, 

"M.L. Witty." 

'' SatuY-day Night, half-past ten." 

On the following Monday I called^ she 
was very ill. I read the 5th of Romans^ 
and expounded it very fully. She was 
very deeply affected throughout, and was 
exceedlingly struck with the free, un- 
limited mercy of God to all sinners who 
exercise repentance towards God and 
faith in Christ. She kept saying, ^^Isit 
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possible ! is it possible ! " with tears run- 
ning down her face. A holy joy beamed 
in her face when I showed that we are 
not justified by our works, but by faith 
only in the merits of Christ. I en- 
deavoured very perspicuously to draw 
the parallel between the first and second 
Adam^ and to show what we had lost by 
the former and gained by the latter. The 
reciprocal doctrines of the imputed sin 
of Adam and imputed righteousness of 
Christ, while they filled her with astonish- 
ment, penetrated her soul with an un- 
speakable consolation. The avidity with 
which she seized the mysterious dottrine 
of the imputed righteousness of Christ, 
and the hearty and cordial manner with 
which she embraced, and ever afterwards 
rejoiced in it, filled me with astonish- 
ment. She made this doctrine her own 
in a manner I never before witnessed. I 
am candid to acknowledge that my own 
faith has received very great strength 
from the manner with which I have heard 
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her express herself on the subject. It 
ever seemed to ^ve her as much conso- 
lation as the doctrine of the vicarious 
sufferings of Jesus Christ. Every thing 
seemed perfectly tangible to her — her 
faith was most truly the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen. 

I called the following day and ex- 
pounded the 8th of Romans. She ex- 
pressed great satisfaction with my expo- 
sition on the previous day. She told me 
that she had been much engaged in pray- 
ing for sanctification. I then promised 
to compose two prayers for her, one 
respecting remission of sins, and the 
other respecting sanctification. 

I called the next day, (Wednesday,) 
but she could not see me, having only 
just fallen asleep after a sleepless night. 
I composed and sent the two promised 
prayers with the following letter : — 



87 



ii 



" Wednesday, Sept 29. 
^^ My dear Madam, 

I cannot let a day pass without your having 
some communication from me, either by word or 
letter. I early fulfil my promise of composing 
two prayers for you, which I should wish you 
often to oflFer up. I was extremely happy to 
hear you express that you were much engaged 
in praying for sanctification, as well as forgive- 
ness of sins. Religion consists in nothing more 
than this — to be washed in the blood of Christ 
from the guilt of sin, and to be sanctified by 
the Holy Ghost from the power, dominion, and 
pollution of sin, is the summary of the Christian 
religion. One cannot take place without the 
other. We are forgiven only to be sanctified. 
Sanctification is the great end for which Christ 
died. His death and sufferings are but a pre^ 
paratory step for the work of the Spirit on the 
human soul to reconform it to the Divine image. 
" Consider then. Madam, the glorious work 
of our redemption, that we are predestined to 
be conformed to the image of Christ. We are 
to become like the meek and lowly Jesus ; we 
are to possess his meekness, gentleness, humi- 
lity, purity of heart, poverty of spirit, and 
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heavenly-mindedness. To this there are two 
obstacles, first, guilt from the perpetration of 
sin; secondly, the natural depravity of our 
hearts, which are polluted both by original sin, 
and still further by our own actual transgres- 
sions — which, while they bring us under con- 
demnation, increase our natural depravity, 
render us still more susceptible of sin, still more 
impure, still more unholy. Now the office of 
Christ is to do away with the first obstacle to 
holiness, namely, guilt from the perpetration of 
actual sin : and the office of the Holy Spirit is 
to remove the second obstacle, namely, the 
natural depravity and increased pollution of our 
hearts by sin. The object, then, which God 
the Father has by the gift of the Son and of the 
Spirit, is the sanctification of the human soul. 

" May you then be redeemed by the blood of 
the lamb, and may the dove-like spirit of God 
descend into your heart to make you like the 
pure and holy Jesus. My object is to ^ pre- 
sent you to Christ without spot or blemish or 
any such thing.' I heartily pray to the Father 
that he would draw you to his Son, to be 
washed in that fountain of his blood which is 
open for sin and uncleanness, that you may be 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, and thus be 
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made meet for the inheritance of the saints in 
light. Believe me, my dear Madam, with 
utmost purity, 

" Your very sincere friend and faithful Minister, 

« H. Revell.'' 
" P. S. Read this letter very carefully though 
it is short, as it contains much/ 
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"A Prayer to be addressed throughout to Jesus 
Christ, with confessions of sin, humiliation, and 
earnest supplication for mercy and forgiveness 
through his atonement on earth and present inter- 
cession in heaven" 

" O blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
permit me to approach thee, even me, a poor, 
helpless and guilty sinner. I throw myself at 
thy feet for mercy, and implore thee not to 
cast me out. I acknowledge that I am polluted 
and defiled with sin, that I am vile and worth- 
less; but thou didst come into the world to 
save sinners, even such as me. I bewail my 
sins — I can only acknowledge my iniquities — 
mine it is to confess, but it is thine to forgive. 
O then let not the multitude or heinousness of 
my transgressions be a bar to my obtaining for- 
giveness of my sins, which * are more in num- 
ber than the hairs upon my head.' O pity me 
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— O be thou touched with divine compassion 
towards me — consider the consequences of my 
sins, and deliver me from wrath to come. Let 
thy bowels of mercy be moved towards me — 
for it doth repent me of my past life, and I am 
cut to the heart that I haye sinnM against 
thee. Look down from heaven upon me, and 
be merciful to me a sinner. I am full of shame 
and confusion of face ; but hide not thy face 
from me — ^put not away my prayer nor thy 
mercy from me. Be thou my merciful and 
gracious high Priest — ^have pity on my weakness 
— compassionate my ignorance, and forgive my 
sins. My sins are so numerous, and I have so 
offended the Father, that I dare not approach 
him — ^but I cleave to thee, my Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Be thou my advocate and intercessor 
with the Father, for thou alone hast power with 
God to prevail. Plead, O plead thou my cause 
— pray to the Father for me — reconcile God to 
me, that I may have peace with God through 
thee. Blot out my sins out of the book of thy 
Father's remembrance — cancel them by thine 
all-atoning blood, that they may never stand 
charged against me. Purge me with hyssop 
and I shall be clean ; wash me and I shall be 
whiter than snow — may my sins, which are as 
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crimson, be made white as wool. O merciful 
high Priest, sprinkle me with thy precious blood, 
that my conscience may be thoroughly purged 
by the same, from dead works, to serve the 
liring God. Truly, my sins have separated me 
from Grod, but may 1 now be made nigh by 
the blood of Christ. May I have an interest 
in all that thou hast done on earth, and in that 
intercession which thou art even now exercising 
in heaven. O then again I pray thee, remember 
me in thine intercessions to the Father, for thou 
art the mediator between God and man. Thou 
that sittest at the right hand of God, receive 
these my supplications, and present them to the 
Father — may they be mixed and involved in 
thine intercessions, and then they will be as 
sweet incense in heaven, though they are uttered 
by my polluted lips, but yet from a broken and 
contrite heart. Truly, O Lord, I have this 
broken heart — I look to thee whom my sins 
have pierced, and mourn for my iniquities. The 
remembrance of my sins is grievous to me, the 
burthen of them is intolerable. But blessed be 
God, I have a hope, for thou wast raised upon 
the cross for human redemption, to draw all men 
unto me. Saviour of sinners, thou art the same 
Lord — and thy property is always to have 
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mercy. Thy compassion and power are as 
boundless and infinite as thyself— my hope is 
in thee — my trust is in thy mercy. May I be a 
monument of thy mercy. Spare me, O Lord, 
whom thou hast redeemed with thy most pre- 
cious blood, and bless and keep me for ever. 
Amen." 

^1 prayer to be addressed to Jesus Christ for the gift 
of the Holy Ghost to sanctify and purify the soul. 

*^ O holy Jesus, spotless lamb of God, that 
takest away the sins of the world, permit me 
further to address thee. I resume my suppli- 
cations to thee. Thou, O Lord, art of infinite 
purity, nor dost thou suffer any thing impure 
or unholy to enter into thy kingdom, for thou 
Aft of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
neither can any thing that is evil dwell with 
tluv. But I, O Lord, am polluted with sin, I 
urn of unclean lips, I am defiled. I stand 
equally in need of purity of heart and holiness, 
as forgiveness of sins. O then, blessed Lord, 
while thy blood purges away my sins, let the 
Holy Spirit sanctify my soul. My heart has 
been, as it were, '*the cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird,'' it has been the seat of unholy 
and vile affections ; but the Holy Spirit is as 
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powerful to sanctify as thy blood is to atone. 
Let me then, being first washed in thy blood, 
and being thus prepared, be now visited by the 
Holy Ghost, the sole purifier and sanctifier of 
thine elect people. Now that thou hast suflfered, 
the Holy Spirit is given : to whom, then, shall 
I go but to thee to seek it, for thou hast the 
Spirit to bestow ? O thou who didst promise the 
Spirit to the Samaritan woman if she would but 
ask it at thy hand — thou that didst invite sin- 
ners not only to repentance, but to receive the 
living waters, even thy HolySpirit— give wc this 
Holy Spirit. I come with fear and trembling, 
* without money and without price ' — I come 
to thee that I may drink. I thankfully receive 
this thy blessed invitation, for truly my soul 
thirsteth for these living waters. May thy 
Spirit be in me « a well of water springing up 
unto everlasting life.' May my soul never 
thirst without being satisfied; but may I be 
refreshed, strengthened, made and kept pure 
and holy now and for ever. May this Holy 
Spirit lead me to repentance and to thee : may 
he touch my soul with love and gratitude to 
thee : may he inspire me with faith, hope, 
charity, joy and confidence in thee — for these 
are his blessed fruits. May he annihilate sin in 
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my soul, subdue my temper, soften my heart, 
and enable me to receive thy word. May he 
assist me in my prayers; may he enlighten, 
teach, and guide me into all truth. Create in 
me, O Lord and Saviour, by thy Holy Spirit, this 
dean heart, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Take from me my heart of stone, and give me 
a heart of flesh. Thus renew, regenerate, sane- 
tify and strengthen my soul, that I may con- 
tinue thine for ever, and daily increase in me 
thy Holy Spirit more and more, until I come 
unto thine everlasting kingdom. Amen." 

1 would merely suggest to the reader 
that these prayers are not too humiliating 
for any fallen creature, and therefore I 
would recommend them to his or her use, 
whether he or she may have fallen or not 
into the grossest violations of the moral 
law. 

Her conversation and observations 
had now become so interesting and some- 
times so extraordinary, that from hence- 
forth I regularly and daily noted down 
every thing she said. In relating these 
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invaluable conversations I may be thought 
by some to have put into her mouth ex- 
pressions and ideas which were not her 
own. To this 1 must reply, in the pre- 
sence of God, that the conversations are 
as faithfully recorded as possible. They 
are, in fact^ related almost all verbatim as 
she expressed herself. My method was 
this: when she had spoken^ I would pause 
and repeat it over to myself, to get every 
word by heart. When I left her bouse I 
used to repeat it over to myself as I went 
bome^ to fix it in memory, and then imme- 
diately I committed it to paper. But 
this was not my only method : lused gene- 
rally to visit her in the evening, as she was 
strongest at that time of the day, and I 
could give her more of my time. 1 used 
to carry with me a piece of paper, and as 
I sat by her bed-side, I marked down the 
diflFerent points in the conversation, as well 
as her peculiar expressions.* This, toge- 

. * It may be here not unnecessary to remark, that 
she had not the most distant idea of my object in so 
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ther with a watchful attention and decent 
memory^ has enabled me to record the con- 
versation with great fidelity. Every thing 
has been recorded with so scrupulous an 
adherence to truths that I can assure the 
reader that her conversations as related 
by me, have fallen far short of what they 
really were. She obtained such a deep 
insight into the mysteries of religion, and 
possessed such singular reflection and deep 
feeling, that I have often wished a short- 
hand writer had taken down all she said. 
Thursday, Sept. 30.— When I called 
in the evening, she thanked me much for 
the prayers I sent her and the letter ^' Your 
kindness," said she, *^ quite overpowers me, 
it is even a trouble to me." 1 asked her 
what she meant by the word trouble. '* 1 

doing. I told her that I noted down the heads of the 
conversations 1 had with her, that I might better be 
able, by reference to them, to judge of her state of 
mind, as from the variety of cases T visited my memory 
might get confused: this indeed was one, though 
not the only reason. 
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feel/' said she, ^* not only incapable of 
proving my gratitude to yoa^ but I am 
at a loss for language to give utterance 
to my heart. I am poor even in words. 
The time and trouble you give me in- 
crease my shame that you should bestow 
them upon one so unworthy of them." 
I replied^ that the penitence she evinced 
was the only reward 1 sought^ and the 
only gratitude which would be pleasing 
to me. ^ your declaration to me,'' she 
added^ *^that you even took pleasure in 
visiting so worthless a character as me, 
gave me great comfort^ as I thought you 
must view me with hatred and disgust." " I 
again repeat," I replied, "what I before 
told you, that I am filled with the deepest 
commiseration and tenderest solicitude for 
you." "I believe it, Sir," she replied; 
" for Jesus Christ more especially addressed 
himself to sinners, and you show the same 
mercy in condescending to me.*' I then 
asked her whether she could enter into the 
humiliation and penitence expressed in 

F 
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the prayers I sent her. ^^I know not. 
Sir/ sftid she, " exactly what you mean ; 
but if to shed tears upon every line I read 
be what you mean^ I truly do. — I can as* 
sure you^ iSir^ that there is not one hour in 
the day but tiiat I make use of your prayers. 
I feelconstrainedand even forced almost to 
pray: the thoughts rise in my mind of their 
own accord, and I oflfer them to Jesus 
Christ Even when I feel drowsy and steep 
is coming over me, I pray/^ T then asked 
her if> when she read the bible, the words 
struck het^ forcibly. She told me they did, 
especially the Psalms. I then expounded 
the 6th chapter of St. John's Gospd : I 
entered into the nature of the sacrament, 
which she was now anxious to receive 
in a proper manner. 

In the course of this evening the follow- 
ing painful circumstance and exposure oc- 
curred, which as a faithful recorder of truth 
I shall make known. I happened to lay 
my band on a little manuscript very neatly 
and carefully written. It contained nothing 
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but appropriate references to tbe scrip- 
tures^ under different heads of doctrines. 
They were admirably arranged and well 
sekcted, and showed an extensive and ac- 
curate knowledge of divine truth. While 
I v^as examining its contents with great 
pleasure, she said — *^That, Sir, was lent 
me by the old gentleman whom you have 
heard me mention, who asked me whether 
I knew what it was to be a believer in 
Christ. He tried to get me to go to a 

chapel in . He called on me once 

^nce I have been in this house, and told 
me I should go to the lowest pit in hell. 
He once made me cry for two hours talking 
in ihis manner. He told me that he had 
ano<^» manuscript larger than that one, 
vdiich he could not spare, as he wanted it 
for his own use, otherwise he would lend 
it to me. I behaved once very ill to him ; 
for he gave me five hmadred pounds 
upon the supposition that I was going 
into arespectable business : but I deceived 
.him, and spent it all in fliree months.^' 

P 2 
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When she told me this I hardly knew 
at which to be most astonished, whether 
at his foUy or her extravagance. I was 
surprised at the good man's charity — but 
my knowledge of the world made me sus- 
picious. " Pardon," Isaid^ ^* madam^ my 
asking you whether there was auy thing 
criminal in his acquaintance with you ? " 
Judge^ Reader, what must have been my 
horror when she replied, " Yes, sir, there 
was ; he kept me as his mistress for a year 
aud a half, but gave me up on account of 
my extravagance and infidelity to him. 
He gave me the five hundred pounds to 
set me up in business. He is a married 
man, and treats his wife, I am told, very 

ill — his name is and he lives in 

Square. He is very rich, and I 

spent his money very freely.'' I was for a 
moment paralyzed, and wondered at such 
refinement in wickedness, and the intricate 
pains men take to go to hell. O admi- 
rable panegyrists of the virtues of huma- 
nity ! Ye graceful supporters of a libeic^l 
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and easy theology — these are your chil- 
dren ; take them^ for they are all your 
own ! 

It is incumbent on the minister of God 
to guard the ignorant and unwary against 
the plausible sophisms of the infidel or 
nominal C hristian . The reader, therefore, 
must pardon my making a few brief obser- 
vations on the disgusting circumstance 
which I have just related. Hypocrisy is 
no argument against those principles and 
professions upon which it is employed. 
This detestable vice is justly considered 
by sound moralists to be the greatest 
homage that can be paid to piety and 
virtue. The same process of reasoning 
and observation which might be urged 
against piety from the insincerity of its 
professors, would go to disprove the truth 
of Christianity. The hypocrisy of this 
wretch is no more an argument against 
the abstract doctrines he professed, than 
that of Judas is against Christianity. 
The orthodoxy of the doctrines maintained 
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by this accomplished divine^ as well as 
the troth of Christianity^ depends apon 
some surer foundation than the vacillating 
stability of human sincerity and conduct* 
In questions of such vast moment we 
must look to some better authority than 
either the dazzling piety of some^ or 
the chilling hypocrisy of others. We 
must not be imposed upon into heresy by 
the stem and manly piety of those whose 
error has perhaps been neutralized by the 
saving genius of the Holy Spirit: nor 
must we be prevented embracing truth by 
those who have worn it as a garb to give 
grace and beauty to their moral deformity* 
" To the law and to the testimonies " must 
be the appeal of every real inquirer after 
soundness of doctrine^ and correctness of ^ 
conduct. Truth, indeed^ must be driven 
to an ill-advised expedient^ to descend into 
an earthly arena, as the tribunal to try the 
legitimacy of her claims. If even the 
success of the Gospel be made the mea- 
sure of its truths with due deference to 
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Mr. Paley^ as much at lea$t can be said 
against it as for it. He must know 
little of human nature^ from history and 
experience^ that would make the hearty 
reception of any moral proposition the 
authority and criterion of its truth. That 
has its being perfectly independent of 
man^ and is not beholden for its existence 
to his willingness to receive it. Truth 
only confers honour on those that embrace 
it ; but is neither disgraced by the follies^ 
nor dignified by the virtues, of a mortal. 
Friday October 1. — I called upon her 
in the morning. At this time I did not 
know that she had ever degraded herself 
to common prostitution; but having 
beard that a woman of her name had 
been very notorious about town, I asked 
her. She replied that at different times 
she had been very promiscuous, and had 
even visited the theatre for making ac- 
quaintances. **I thought/' she added, 
^* that you knew the whole ejitent of my 
guilt, as you said so. I therefore unequi- 
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vocally declare to yoa that I have been a 
common prostitote. I have several times 
said to myself^ Does be know all my gailt ? 
I have often led yoa to bA me, by telling 
yon that I am ready at any time to answer 
you any question as truly as I would my 
Maker. I intend to state every thing in 
the outline of my history, which I am 
drawing up for you ; but if you will 
allow me, I will relate to you my bfe, as 
it will save me the fatigue of writing.' 
She then gave me an account of herself 
— the following is a brief outline. Her 
maiden name was Henly — ^her mother 
was a washerwoman^ and her father a 
chairmender. She assured me that she 
had never seen any thing moral in the 
whole course of her life, which had been 
a scene of riot and debauchery. She 
could remember being early shocked at 
the wickedness of her parents, who lived 
in the vicinity of the theatres. " When/^ 
said she, ^*I was only fourteen years of age" 
me senex ignaram in ganeam duxit. 
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et ibi per tres dies iategram stuprar^ 
teatayit, sad frustra." She first showed 
her early depravity by thieving indiscrinii- 
natel y. She possessed an inveterate passiofi 
for theft^ stealing every thing she could. 
This she carried to such an extent, that 
to save her she was placed in the refuge 
for th^ destitute^ when she was about 
fourteen years and a half old, or a little 
better. Here she became completely de- 
praved by her female companions. She 
considers her confinement to have laid the 
foundation of her future infamy. Here 
it will not be amiss to mention a little 
anecd9te on this subject, l^he lady of 
the hpaae had a son possessed with the 
same incorrigible propensity for stealing, 
Mrs. D. was told by Mrs. K. that' she 
intended placing her son in some public 
institution to correct and improve him. 
Mrs. D* besought her not to do so^ as 
he woq^ come out twice as bad as whep 
he \7^nt in. Finding that she could not 
pre vail J and being very anxious for the 

F 5 
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child^ she got a gentleman who was well 
acquainted with her own life, to call on 
Mrs. K. on the subject, and to use all 
his efforts to prevent the child being sent. 
So great was her horror of all public 
institutions of that nature, from her own 
experience, she considered them as nurse- 
ries of vice. She was in the refuge for 
the destitute two years. When she came 
out she was easily prevailed upon by 
some women to become one of their num- 
ber in an infamous brothel kept by some 
Jews. She was here three months, and 
frequented the theatres, where she met 
with the person who married her. She 
married when she was just seventeen 
years of age. To him she assured me 
she was faithful — to use her own words — 
in word, thought, and deed, for two 
whole years. But he used to beat her 
so cruelly, that one day, after a cruel 
beating, she ran away from him^ and 
went to a gay woman who lived at the 
west end of the town, who had tried to 



107 

get bar for two whole years^ to oome and 
live with her. She waa then mistress to 

a young nobleman named — . She 

then mentioned the different men with 
whom she had lived. With some she 
lived only three months; with none, 
seemingly^ more than a year and a half. 
She showed the greatest caprice^ going 
off with one man from another. She per* 
fectly disgraced some of the men she 
lived with, both by the violence of her 
temper and her infidelity. Her extrava- 
gance was boundless. She told me that 
at one time she possessed two thousand 
pounds' worth of jewels— her expenses 
were never less than thirty-six pounds per 
week, oflen fifty. As an instance both 
of her infidelity to the men with whom 
she lived, and her extravagance, she told 
me that she was once supported by a 
man whom she declared she never saw 
sober. He allowed her a hundred pounds 
per month, and she received at least the 
same sum^ during the same time, from 
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her other acqaaiotances. She always 
squandered away her money as fast as 
she received it. She once spent three 
hundred pounds^ in three weeks which 
were given her. Speaking of her sins> 
she saidy ^^ My tongue, sir, would cleave 
to the roof of my mouth/' si &cinora quse 
yidi^ et libidines quas sustinui pate&cere 
Gonarer. But she was likewise to finish 
her character, heartless and unfeeling to 
a degree incredible. An awful specimen 
of this she herself related in one of her 
conversations to me, when the circum- 
stance pressed heavily on her conscience^ 
and she told it of her own accord. The 
reader will find it as he proceeds. She 
likewise assured me^ that she never had 
so much as the slightest affection for any 
one of the men with whom she had ever 
lived ; and that she had led the life she 
had, purely from the love of idleness^ ad* 
miration^ and power. With regard to 
her education^ she told me that excepting 
a little reading and writing when she was 
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a girl, she was self-taught. Her reading 
seemed to be qaite as extensive, and of 
the same character^ as that of ladies of 
fashion. She was extremely well read in 
all Scott's, Byron's and Moore's works^ 
together with the North Pole books and 
other travels, the various periodicals, 
faj^bionable journals, and albums of the 
day. Biography had been her principal 
study. She used often, when she had 
opportunity, to sit up all night reading till 
eight o'clock in the morning. She had, 
likewise, read history — but not the scrip- 
tures. She throughout expressed the 
utmost detestation of herself, and was 
filled with shame and remorse at her past 
life. 

As I had been informed that she had 
been an habitual drunkard, I questioned 
her upon this subject. She replied, that 
there I had been mii^informed. — ^^ That 
I have," said she, ^^been tipsy I admit, 
but I never had any love for drink, if 
that is what you mean.'' I replied, what 
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I meant was, whether she had been in 
the habit of getting drank either by her* 
self or with her companions^ and spend- 
ing money on drink^ as some women 
of the town are. She replied^ she bad 
not. 

As I waisi fearful lest she had concealed 
from me that she had been a drunkard^ as 
that is a vice which women of her cha* 
racter are most anxious to conceal from 
our sex^ and as I had promised to ad- 
minister the sacrament to her on the day 
following^ I called on her again in the 
evening. I then expressed to her my 
fears that shame had concealed that part 
of her character from me. ^'I have 
been," she replied, ^^ very unhappy since 
you have been gone, for I could perceive 
that you were in doubt respecting tbaf 
part of my character. But I had this 
consolation, that my heavenly Father 
knew me ; and that though I could not 
convince you, he knew I was speaking 
the truth. I feel anxious," she con- 
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tinued in tears^ ^^ that yoa should know 
me even as God knows me. But even 
if you disbelieve me, it is what 1 richly 
deserve/' I replied, *^I am satisfied. 
My anxiety is only respecting the 
genuineness and depth of your repent- 
ance/' *^ I believe,'' she answered, " that 
my repentance, is deep, but God only 
knows that — but yet he knows the desires 
of my heart" I then read and expound- 
ed the penitence, and forgiveness of 
Mary Magdalene, told her deeply to 
humble herself before she took the sacra- 
ment, which I would administer to her 
on the following day. I have since as- 
certained, beyond all doubt, that she 
most rigidly adhered to the truth in this 
respect. The error arose from this : she 
lived once in. the same house with a most 
noted drunken woman. Drunkenness 
was by mistake transferred to her. Mrs. 
D. had even an aversion to spirits of 
every kind : one glass would sometimes 
produce instant vomiting. This I learnt 
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from. herself^ and it has been confirmed, 
by her servant to another person^ both of 
whom w^e ignorant of the comiBanica- 
tion made to me by Mrs. D. herself. 

Saturday, October 2. — I called in the 
evening to administer the sacrament. 
When I had entered the room, she said, 
" I have been thinking. Sir, of what 
passed yesterday, and I am so anxious 
to take the sacrament with a full con- 
fession of all my sins, that I would much 
rather that you should add habitual 
drunkenness to the score of my other 
sins. If, therefore, there is the least 
suspicion in your mind on the subject, 
pray consider me a drunkard as well as 
an adulteress. I consider adultery to 
have been my great sin ; of this I hope I 
truly repent before God, and you are 
perfectly welcome to lay drunkenness to 
my charge. With regard to spending 
money on drink, I have spent a great 
deal in furnishing my guests with wine 
and spirits ; but on myself I have not; 
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This explanation^ I hope^ will satiidfy 
you^ for I wish to take this sacrament in 
a very different manner to what I have on 
former occasions/' Previous to ad- 
ministering the sacrament^ T prayed with 
her, and for her, in expressions of the 
utmost humiliation and confession of sins 
suited to her former life, with which she 
was deeply affected. Having admi- 
nistered the sacrament, I then had the 
following interesting conversation with 
her. ^^How different/' said she, *^is 
this sacrament to the last. I tried to per- 
suade myself that you did not mean what 
you did mean, when before the adminis- 
tration of it you asked me whether im- 
propriety of conduct had led me to 
attempt suicide. Instead of paying at- 
tention to the service, I kept praying to 
God to forgive me if I had done wrong. 
I was trying to deceive myself, and yet 
my conscience would not allow me ; so 
that I prayed Christ to forgive me this 
sin, together with all my other sins. 
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When you were taking the elements^ I 
wa» nearly fainting from agitation and 
was on the point of confessing to you, 
but shame prevented me. But I have 
taken this sacrament without that distrs^c- 
tion of mind and burthen : I have been 
able to follow you throughout, I have 
prayed, Sir^ that this sacrament may be 
the seal of my pardon." I told her that 
that very thing (as of truth it had been) 
had been part of my prayers for her 
before I came to administer the sacra-- 
ment; ^^I pray,'' con tinned she, "that 
your prayers may be heard for me ; for 
you are a minister of God ; and, not only 
so, but,'* added she with deep emotion, 
*' you have been a heavenly Father to me, 
in visiting and instructing me* God will 
bless you for this— and I hope we shall 
meet in heaven/' I then touched upon 
different parts of the communion service, 
"Our sins,*' said I, taking the prayer 
book, " however heinous and numerous, 
are no hindrance whatever to our salva- 
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tion — bat only our Impenitence on ac* 
coQut of tbem. If even your sins were 
of deeper dye than tbey are, and twice 
as numerous, such is the value of the 
meritoriooa nature of Christ^s blood, and 
such his divine compassion, that they are 
no hindrance whatever to your salvation, 
if you truly turn to him." The question 
is not whether you are vile and worthless 
as you are, but only whether /^with 
hearty repentance and true faith you turn 
to Christ; and whether you stedfastly 
purpose to lead a new life/' ^^ I fear," 
she replied, **I dare not answer for my- 
self: for God alone knows whether my 
repentance is sincere. 1 can only hope 
it is— I pray that it may be ; God knows 
that this is the desire of my heart--of 
that I am conscious.^' I then said, '' I 
hope you purpose, were you to live, to 
lead a new life, which, in addition to 
hearty repentance for the past sins and 
faith in Christ, is the only way of receiv- 
ing the sacrament to the comfort and edi- 
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fication of the soul." *^ With regard to 
leading a new life,*' she replied, ^*I 
earnestly pray that, if it is God's will 
that I should live, I may be a fruitfol 
branch in Christ the vine. But I have 
no desire whatever to live: I should 
rejoice much more to know that I 
should die to-morrow, than that I should 
live. I know that I cannnot bear fruit in 
my present sickness ; but I neither pray 
for life nor death ; I only wish for sufficient 
time for repentance and to be more pre«- 
pared.*' I told her that although she 
could only consecrate herself to God in 
the wreck of nature, yet he was even 
glorified by her repentance and faith in 
Christ, which was fruit highly pleasing 
in his sight* ^^ But suppose for a moment/' 
I added, ^* you were to recover, fall 
again into sin, and meet me in the street.'' 
She was horrified at the idea, and te- 
plied ; *^ I feel, Sir, that were I to rfecoVer 
and fall into sin again, that I could never 
again repent and pray to Christ, and 
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send for a olergyinau. But I caimot 
think that my heavenly Father and Jtnm 
Christ wQuld. have done so much for me^ 
and then suffer me to fall. O no, Sir^ 
I cannot sin — I feel that I oannot ; the 
very thought of any temptation to sin 
fills me with horror. Sir^'' added she; 
'^ with much emphasis^ ^^ I would perish 
first. If I could not gain an honest 
livelihood^ they would be obliged to take 
me into the workhouse ; and I would 
rather live without sin in a. workhouse^ 
than with a splendid establishment in 
sin/' I then touched upon the last prayer 
in the communion service^ and begun by 
abserving^ that while the ordinance was 
a, means of grace^ yet we were not td 
substitute it as any ground of our justi^ 
jgcation. Butshe interrupted me^ and in 
thei most heartfelt manner and with a sim- 
plicity which surprised me, she said, — ^^ O 
Sir^ I. feel and know that it is not my 
prayers^ or repentance^ or. taking the 
sacrament that can save me ; but I throw 
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myself entirely upon Christ for my salva- 
tion—he is my rock. I thought at first 
that I should be saved by taking the sa- 
crament; it was something to catch at 
But after taking it I was as uneasy in 
my mind as before/' She then told me 
that two or three clergymen had visited 
her^ who either administered the sacra- 
ment to her or read the Visitation of the 
Sick. *^ But this/^ said she, ^^ was not 
what I wanted, as I could read the Visita- 
tion of the Sick. I wanted some clergy- 
man to read and explain things to me— 
I felt quite a craving to be taught. I 
applied to another clergyman in aootiier 
part of London, and he politely sent me a 
copy of his work on the communion ser- 
vice, with his compliments, but could not 
Visit me, as it was out of his parish. I 
then questioned her as to her state of 
knowledge before I visited her, with 
which the reader is already acquainted. 
She was a simple Beist firom ignoraBce. 
The reader already knows that under her 
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conviction of sin she never prayed tlirougli 
Christ, or to Christ, that she did not know 
who he was, or that he died for our sins, 
or any thing about him. — She merely . 
knew that such a person had existed, as 
any other person she had read of in his« 
lory. 

In the course of conversation she like* 
wise said, ^^ I used to think that I was a 
woman of very good feeling — but now I 
think very different. I feel, and know 
that I have nothing good in me at all. I 
atn even disgusted with myself that I 
should have ever entertained such an 
opinion of myself.'' She likewise observed 
with tears of the most heartfelt gratitude 
— ^^ God's mercies have been so great to 
me that they would touch a heart of stone 
— but I have a heart of stone." 

There is one part of this convenmtion 
on which I wish to offer a few remarks. 
Upon my supposing for a moment her 
recovery and falling again into sin^ one of 
h^ expressions was — ^^^ O, Sir, I oannot 
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sin— I feel that I caDDot." She said this 
in a very peculiar manner^ not conveying 
tlie idea of the impossibility of her sinning, 
— bat that she felt as though she could 
not bring herself to sin. Her meaning 
was a moral ^^ cannot y* not physical 
^^ cannot.^ She did not mean to say 
that she was beyond the capability of 
sinning — ^very far from it. This forcibly 
brought to my mind and beautifully illus- 
trated that famous passage of St. John^s 
epistle, iii. 9 : ^' Whatsoever is born 
of God doth not commit sin^ for his seed 
remaineth in him, and he ^^ cannot^ sin 
because he is born of God." The mean- 
ing of which is, that a person born of God 
does not commit sin^ and possesses a 
strong moral indisposition to commit it. 
The word " cannot'' is used frequently 
in scripture^ and in all languages, in the 
sense of moral indisposition to do any 
things and does not mean an absolute impos- 
sibility^ as will straightly appear by the 
following passages. In the 1 1th of Luke 
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our Saviour gives a parable of successful 
importunity^ in a man who came to borrow 
bread at dead of nighty as illustrative of 
the necessity of perseverance in prayer. 
In the 7th verse the man in bed says — 
^^ Trouble me not;, the door is now shut, 
and my children are in bed with me ; I 
^catmoV rise and give thee." The man 
only means a moral indisposition; he 
was too lazy^ he did not wish to be dis- 
turbed. This phraseology is common in 
all languages : we often say '^ Really I 
am very sorry, but I cannot do it.^^ So in 
like manner Gen. xxxiv. 14: The sons of 
Jacob answered the sons of Shechem and 
his Father, '* We 'cannot^ give our sis- 
ter to one that is uncircumcised; that were 
a reproach to us." The reproach was the 
moral " cannot ^^ that indisposed them to 
give them their sister. But to quote 
only one passage more — I will mention 
Joseph's answer to the importunity of 
Potiphar s wife, which is a beautiful illus*. 
tration both of Mrs. D — 's meaning, and 
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the expression of St. John, ^^ How can 
I do/^ said Joseph, ^' this great wicked- 
ness and ^n a^a2Wif 6rO£?^^ (Gen.xxxix. 
9.) He was morally indisposed to com- 
mit the adultery, from the fear of Gocl. 
The fear of God in this case and in that 
of Mrs. D — rendered both morally indis- 
posed, so that they ^"^ could not^ bring 
themselves to sin against God. A man 
may throw himself down a precipice if he 
chooses, bat natural fear disposes him to 
exercise his. will not to choose it, so that 
in common phraseology he ^^ cannot ^ do 
it. This accurately ill ustrates the answers 
of the man who was in bed with his chil- 
dren, that of the sons of Jacob, and that of 
Joseph, as well as illustrates the expres- 
sion made use of by Mrs. D — ^ and the 
passage of St John. It is said of the 
Patriarchs, in Heb. xi. 15, 16, '^ If 
they had been mindful of that country 
from whence they came out, they might 
have had opportunity to have returned " 
— but they were morally indisposed to 
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return, they desired a better, a heavenly 
country.* 

Moral inability influences not only finite 
but infinite being. Though the Almighty 
possesses infinite power and uncontrolled 
and sovereign authority ; yet his natural 
perfections are regulated by his moral at- 
tributes and disposition. His sovereign 

* The following passages expressive of moral in- 
ability ha3 occurred in my readings. ''This is a hard 
saying, who can hear it ?" John vi. 60. '^ It cannot be 
that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem." Luke xiii. 33. 
" My mind could not be towards this people " Jer. xv. 
1. The wickedness of the Jews rendered Jehovah 
fnaraUy indisposed to his people. ^' O generation of 
vipers^ hew canje, being evil, speak good things ? for 
out of the heart the mouth speaketh." Matt. xii. 34. 
They were morally indisposed, from the wickedness 
of the heart, (which is the great spring of human ac^ 
tion and influencer of the will,) to speak ^ood things. 
** How canje believe who receive honour one of ano- 
ther ?" Worldly ambition and lust of human applause 
and approbation, renders manlndisposed and morally 
incapable of beHeving on Christ unto life everlasting. 
*' No man can come to me except the Father which 
hath sent me draw him ;*' not absolutely cannot, but 
morally cannot — he is indisposed. 

g2 
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good will aod pleasure are perfectly dis- 
tinguished from arbitrary caprice or . use- 
less exhibitioQ aod expenditure of power. 
His free agency, like that of other moral 
agents, is influenced by his- disposition 
— a disposition indeed which can never 
prompt him to exercise his power in a 
way that is inconsistent with bis own 
character, or the most beneicent purposes 
to the creature. This statement is no en* 
croachment upon that free agency which 
of necessity is possessed by the Deity in 
the sublimest and strictest sense. It is 
rather pregnant with the most endearing 
encouragement to sinners, while it k; fdll 
of fearful import to the hardened and im- 
penitent. It sets the character of 6(^d in 
the most amiable, and his power in the 
least alarming, view. Though Israel bad 
repeatedly sinned against Jehovah, yet his 
long-suffering and mercy strangely . and 
blessedly betrayed him into the abandon- 
ment of his quiver and bow of vengeance. 
He could not find it in him '^ to stir up all 
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his wrath," but his mercy counteracted his 
attribute of justice^ and constrained him 
to visit his people with a chastised and 
measured chastisement. The Almighty^ 
we find, is melted into forbearance by 
the constraining influence of mercy ; and 
amidst the threatenings of impending 
judgments, with a tenderness unknown to 
man, exclaims — "How shall I give thee 
up, Ephraim ? How shall I deliver thee, 
Israel ? How shall I make thee as Asmah ? 
How shall I set thee as Zeboim ? mine 
heart is turned within me, my repentings 
are kindled together. I will not execute 
the fierceness of mine anger.'' Jehovah 
was indisposed to execute his judgments : 
his heart, his disposition, his mercy, in a 
word, ^.moral inability to destroy, ind?4ced 
him to will the redemption of hispeople. 
While the Deity is thus influenced by 
a free, gratuitous love to will either the 
salvation of Istael or a lost world, and 
finds it not in his heart to execute the 
fierceness of his anger ; the depravity of 
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man, on the other hand^ produces a moral 
restraint in the free exercise of his bene- 
volent intentions. The perverseness of 
Israel in the time of Moses^ hindered the 
speedy accomplii^hment of God^s gracious 
purposes, and the unbelief and depravity 
of the Jews rendered Christ morally in- 
capable of performing all that was in his 
heart to do for them. Thus the wickedness 
of the Jews raised such an aversion in the 
mind of Jehovah^ that the Almighty ex- 
claims^ ^^ My mind cmdd not be towards 
this people f their depravity rendered him 
morally incapable of blessing them . The 
twosublimest apostrophes likewise that are 
extant in any language here present them- 
selves as illustrative of this statement^ and 
calculated to silence the captious disputant. 
^* O that my people had hearkened unto me, 
and Israel had walked in my ways ! I should 
soon have subdued their enemies, and 
turned my hand against their adversaries. 
The haters of the Lord should have sub- 
mitted themselves unto him ; but their 
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time should have endured for ever. He 
should have fed them also with the Quest 
of the wheats and with honey out of the 
rock should I have satisfied thee." " O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem^ thou that killest the 
prophets and s tones t them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have ga- 
thered thy children together even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not." Jehovah in the Old, 
and Jesus in the New Testament^ would 
have but yet could not bestow his bless- 
ing ; the unbelief and wickedness of the 
Jews rendered them not absolutely, but 
morally incapable^ i. e. indisposed to ex- 
ercise their mercy. 

The depravity and unbelief of man, be 
it here remaked, not only infltiences God 
in the exercise of his moral but even na- 
tural perfections. Fttith is the principle 
by which the Supreme is regulated in the 
exhibition of miraculous powers no less 
than in the exercise of his mercy. How- 
ever ineflScient and delusive faith is with- 
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out divine authority^ yet it was by this 
principle that Sarah conceived and had a 
son. A person commissioned by Jehovah 
and possessing all the credentials of a 
trae mission^ 'inust possess faith to enable 
him to display his miraculous endowments. 
A certain quota of faith^ is likewise re- 
quired of those to whom these powers 
are manifested and on whom the blessing 
is conferred. This faith, it is true, is the 
arbitrary appointment of God. His 
power is perfectly independent of tlie 
vacillating principles of the creature, br 
the boundless caprice of passion and of 
fancy. Faith, however, is the principle 
which the supreme Being has established 
as a necessary adjunct and appendage 
to divine authority and power. Without 
this faith, the power of God is frustrated, 
the Deity is confined, and the Omnipotent 
becomes not absolutely but morally inca- 
pable of exercising even his natural per- 
fections. Jesus, it is written, could do no 
miracles because of their unbelief— wof 
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absolutely could not if he chose y but 
morally could not: he was indisposed, 
from their unbelief, to perform a miracle, 
as, in the preceding paragraph, in thesame 
sense and from the same cause, he would, 
but yet could not, exercise his mercy. 

But these observations and illustra- 
tions may be brought to explain other 
seeming contradictions, and will give a 
simple solution to a difficult question in 
theology. Our Saviour says in one place, 
^^ Ye will not come unto . me, that ye 
might have life :'' ai^d in another place he 
says, ^^ No man can come except the 
Father draw him/' The scriptures can- 
not be broken : both then must be true ; 
but how are we to reconcile this seeming 
contradiction? Nothing is more easy. 
The former illustrations will easily solve 
this knotty question. The will of man is 
free ; but it does not follow that he will 
exercise it contrary to moral indispo- 
sition, as we have just illustrated. Men, 
before they are drawn by God, have a 
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moral indisposition to go to Christy as 
they have afterwards (as in the case of 
Joseph) to sin against him. The will of 
the man who was in bed with his children^ 
that of the sons of Jacobs that of Joseph^ 
that of the man who would not throw 
himself down the precipice — was per- 
fectly free to do that which was required 
of them — but they could not- not abso- 
lutely could not^ but morally could not ; 
they were indisposed from various causes 
already given. 

The will of man, in like manner, is 
perfectly free to seek Christ or not; 
but still they ^^ cannot come unto him,*' 
— not absolutely cannot, but morally can- 
not — they are indisposed. When the 
disposition is given, the will readily com- 
plies with the disposition, and follows it 
as in the case above given. Both cases 
are precisely parallel ; in both, the will is 
free, bat in both they are morally indis- 
posed — they cannot. The man in bed 
with his children under the influence of 
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drowsiness and pleasure of a warm bed^ 
*^ cannot '^ get up to give his friend the 
bread — although his will is free. The 
man under inflaence of natural fear^ 
^^ cannot "^ throw himself down the preci- 

• 

pice — although his will is free. The sons 
of Jacob, under the influence of shame 
and reproach, " cannot^ give their sister in 
marriage — although their wills were free. 
Joseph^ under the influence of fear and 
love of God, ^ cannot ^^ commit adultery — 
although his will was free. The patri- 
archs, under the influence of a desire for 
a heavenly country, ^^ could not ** return 
back to their old country — although their 
wills were free. Mankind, under the in- 
fluence of the love of the world, sin, as 
well as hatred to purity, chastity, piety, 
holiness, God and his Christ, can- 
not go to Christ — although their wills are 
free. All these several parties are 
morally indisposed. What a simple so- 
lution is this of what seemed so contra- 
dictory ! This is the condemnation, that 
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light is come into the world, but men 
love darkness. We all readily embrace 
what we love, whether it is God or Mam- 
raon, however free the will may be. The 
language of our hearts and prayers 
should be, draw me, incline my heart, 
for it is thus that God virtually works in 
us both to will and to do. The will, as 
in common life, readily complies with the 
suggestions of the affections. 

Should the pious Calvinist rather 
stickle at the concurrence of the will on 
the part of man with the disposition 
given by God ; this, let me observe, is 
not only consistent with universal e^^pe-^ 
rience on other subjects left to our choice, 
but is recognized in the exercise of every 
Christian virtue. . Faith and repentance, 
as well as all other Christian graces, 
while they are the gift of God, are the 
act of the creature. The creature has 
no glory whatever in the free concurrence 
of his will— for had not the disposition 
been given, nevevy never would the will 
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have exercised itself towards Christ, and 
things heavenly. But this statement of 
things is far from diminishing aught from 
the glory of God, who virtually works in 
us both to will and to do, and who has 
wrought all our works in us: it rather 
gives it additional lustre, while it pre- 
serves it from the tarnish which other- 
wise cleaves to it. The watch which 
moves with such beautiful regularity in 
consequence of a just position of its 
various wheels, and the vitality of its 
spring, redounds surely more to the 
honour of the workman than those foolish 
toys of watches possessed by children, 
which contain no principle of action, and 
have no motion whatever, unless the 
hands are forcibly impelled. I shall leave 
it to the delicacy of the reader's taste and 
imagination to finish the simile so illus- 
trative of our being God's workmanship, 
and the mode of Divine communication 
to the soul. 

From these preceding paragraphs, the 
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following inferences and corollaries na- 
turally arise. These I shall express in 
fewest words^ and leave them to the un- 
derstanding of the reader to form and 
deduce. 

I. We see from this the danger of 
forming doctrines from mere idiomattcal 
expressions which require the gramma- 
rian as much as divine to explain. 

II. Truth must be viewed in every 
aspect^ and comprehensively embraced ; 
otherwise our conceptions of it^ like some 
abortions^ will be distorted and mons- 
trous. 

III. Since the moral perfections of 
God (as we have shown) regulate his 
conduct^ and thereby influence his will; 
when we have ascertained what those 
moral perfections are, (as we can from the 
scriptures,) we may be assured that the 
Deity, like other moral agents, will act 
acording to his character. From this we 
have the clearelst demonstration that it is 
morally impossible for God — 



135 



1 . To be the author of sin. 

2. To be the proper author of mieery. 

3. To predestinate men to hell. 

4. Not to wish moral agents to continue in 
obedience. 

6. To predestinate, purpose, plan, bring to 
pass any thing of a pernicious and mischievous 
tendency. 

6. Those circumstances can only be properly 
referred to the* providence or actings of God, 
which are consistent with his character. Not 
but what the universe is under his control and 
government; and if the universe, then the 
minutest atom, for the whole is but composed 
of parts. A grape-stone might have choked 
Luther in his childhood; and an additional 
drop of laudanum might have prematurely 
hurried Mrs. Witty to death, to judgment, and 
to heU. Grod will not suffer either the matter and 
the elements, or the free actions of his creatures, 
to disturb his plans and operations. These he 
makes subservient to his purposes to work his 
sovereign will. Those circumstances only, then, 
let it be repeated, are the actings or product of 
his providence, which are consistent with his 
character ; otherwise by his providence he has 
established Mahometanism, &c. &c,; in other 
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words, he is the author of a lie and sin. Which 
is an argument reductio ad abaurdum. 

7. None need to dread the power of Grod 
but the wicked, and they must. 

IV. It has been remarked in oae of 
the paragraphs^ that free agency is pos- 
sessed by the Deity in the sublimest and 
strictest sense ; and yet I have distinctly 
illustrated and proved^ that both in his 
^ora/ conduct, and in the exercise of his 
natural perkctious, his will is influenced 
by his disposition. I have likewise 
shown and illustrated how the will of man 
is influenced by kis disposition. From 
this it incontrovertibly follows — 

1. The free will of all moral agents, finite or 
infinite, is one and the same — ^as it respects the 
way in which the will is influenced. 

2. To maintain that man is not a free agent 
because he is influenced by his disposition, is to 
maintain that God is not a free agent ; for he is 
influenced by his disposition. 

V. If the frfee will of moral agents^ 
whether finite or infinite, were not influ-^ 
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enced by their disposition, it would be 
exercised in the most boundless and 
dangerous caprice. God might make a 
holy angel happy Bit one moment, and 
miserable the next; might call worlds 
into being one moment, and into nothing- 
ness the next; in a word, would act 
without intelligence, without justice, with- 
out benevolence, and without design — 
in a word, would not be God. A man, 
too, might fondle his child one moment, 
and cut its throat the next; might build 
a house, and then set it on Are — in a 
word, act the part of a fool and madman. 
From this it appears beyond all doubt, 

1. Some moraZ. impossibilities are as great as 
natural impossibilities, which involve in them* 
selves an absolute contradiction. For that God 
should act without intelligence^ "withoxxt justice, 
without benevolence^ without design, is to say 
that God is and yet is not — in other words, 
that this pen is and yet is not, which is an 
absolute impossibility. And yet this we main- 
tain, if we maintain that the free will of God is 
not influenced by his indisposition. 
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2. That it is not only consistent with the 
most perfect freedom of the will of all inteUi- 
gent creatures that they should act according to 
their dispositions, but t}iat it is even a contra- 
diction in terms to suppose, or maintain, or even 
conceivcj a being of intelligence and possessing 
all the qualities of a moral agent, and yet un- 
influenced in the free exercise of his will by his 
disposition. 

VI. Conduct is the free act of the 
will, influenced by the disposition. That 
which is bom of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is bom of the Spirit is spirit* 
From this it follows, that the heart, the 
disposition, must be changed for the con-, 
duct to be changed. Unless a man be 
born again he cannot enter the kingdom 
of God. 

While I have thus discussed these 
subjects with perspicuity, and I hope 
satisfaction^ lean only say that it is all 
the result of the most anxious inquiry 
into tlie scriptures, unassisted by any 
commentators, and unenlightened by any 
theological writing. I have brought a 
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mind uufi^ttered by human systems, and 
sincerely desirous of truth. To this may 
be added, an ineffable contempt for the 
sounds of Armenian, Calvinist, Orthodox, 
and Evangelical, or any such like jargon 
and buffoonery. 

Monday October 4.—- 1 called on her at 
two o'clock, but as she had not been 
asleep all night, and had just fallen 
asleep, I would not disturb her, hiit sent 
her the following letter and a sermon to 
read. 

" October 4. 
** My dear Madam, 
^^ I called and waited some time, but would 
not let you be disturbed, as you had not fallen 
asleep till eleven o'clock. May you sleep ulti- 
mately in Jesus Christ, and be locked, not in the 
arms of death, but in his everlasting arms. It is 
as great a disappointment to me as to yourself, 
that I could not see you ; but refreshing sleep 
is absolutely necessary for you to apply your 
whole soul with vigour to the obtaining salva- 
tion through the blood of the cross. I cannot 
call this evening, as I am engaged ; but though 
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1 am absent in body, yet, as the Apostle ex- 
presses it, I am present with you in spirit, and 
by faith witness your supplications to God for 
mercy through Christ, as well as assist you in 
my prayers, which I ofler on your behalf. I 
wish to impart all my knowledge to you, ^ some 
spiritual gift, that you may be edified.' I send 
you a volume of my sermons: but there are 
only three that I wish you to read, as the others 
will not suit you. Read, at present, only the 
first in the book, till I come to see you. Those 
parts of it which are above your understanding, 
I have marked that you may skip. Read it, 
namely, the one on the text * I am the way, 
truth, and life,' with much attention. The 
sermon is entirely upon Jesus Christ whom I * 
wish you to know, love, worship and honour. 
^ I desire, with the Apostle Paul, to know nothing 
among you but Jesus Christ and him cruci- 
fied : ' this has been my sole conversation with 
you — * who is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever.' Read nothing but what I tell you, 

as it may waste your time. 's Lectures 

are of no use to you ; they are too superficial, 
and contain not distinct and definite truth. Lay 
them aside. Pray fervently to Jesus Christ to 
be your light, your life, your shepherd, your 
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high priest, your advocate and intercessor, your 
portion and inheritance, your pearl of great 
price, which you must value above life, death, 
or worldly pleasures. Pray him to be, as it is 
written in the s(!riptures, *your wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctifi cation, and redemption/ 
^ Wisdom ' [i. e. the author of spiritual know- 
ledge to your soul by enlightening and teaching 
you.] * Righteousness ' [i. e. the author of 
a justifying righteousness, imputed to you by 
faith.] ^ Sanctification ^ [i. e, the author of 
your sanctification by the energies of his Spirit 
on your souL] ^ Redemption ' [i. e. the au- 
thor of your salvation by the ransom he made 
for you by his death and sufferings.] 

May Jesus Christ manifest himself to you as 
he does not unto the world, and take up his 
abode with you. And may your body, which 
has been polluted and defiled by the sins and 
pollutions of yourself and others, now be made 
the temple *of the Holy Ghost,' which is 
shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ. 

'' I am, dear Madam, 
** Your very affectionate and faithful Minister, 

"Heney Revell." 

" P. S. As you read my sermon, turn it into 
prayer." 
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Tuesday October 5. — I called in the 
evening. When I had entered the room, 
she exclaimed ; " O Sir ! I was so dis- 
appointed at not seeing you yesterday. 
I was awake till eleven, and then reckoned 
that I should sleep two hours and be ready 
to receive you; for your visits refresh 
me much more than sleep. Your letter^ 
however, was some compensation for 
your absence. I have no't been able to 
read hardly at all the last two days^ 
I have been so ill ; but I have prayed 
more earnestly than ever. I have felt a 
deeper horror and shame upon my past 
life, than I felt a fortnight before, or ever 
felt. I felt at one time such a sense of 
my vileness^ that I was ashamed to pray 
to Christ : but yet I could not but pray 
to him, and beseech him not to cast me 
out— but that he would of his infinite 
mercy suffer me to take the lowest placQ 
in heaven, and enter into his kingdom. I 
confessed to him," (she continued^ with 
tears running down her cheeks^) ^^ that I 
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wa3 unworthy to wash his feet with my 
tears, and to wipe them with the hairs of 
my head. After I had thus confessed my 
sins to him— (but I cannot tell you^ Sir^ 
half what I prayed and felt) — I had, I 
think, something of that joy and love to 
Christ which I have heard you describe. 
I am afraid I was presumptuous, for I 
said to myself, O yes, I am one of thy 
sheep— thou hast restored me to the fold. 
I tried to check myself in this, but I 
could not destroy this conviction/^ I 
told her I had no authority to say that 
her confidence was unwarrantable, but 
the reverse. " I wish you,'' said she, 
^'to know every thought and prayer I 
utter — ^I wish you to know me even as 
God knows me. I can assure you" (con- 
tinued she with the utmost modesty) ^^ I 
do not thus disclose to you all my 
thoughts, to show you my quickness in 
learning and receiving your instructions ; 
nor even to show vou that I am edified 
and really benefited by your instructions. 
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and that your labour is not thrown away 
-^but I am only desirous to be saved — I 
am only anxious to be truly converted, 
and truly penitent : and as I cannot, dare 
not answer for myself, I thus tell you all, 
that you may instruct me accordingly, 
and let me know whether my repentance 
is genuine or not, and that I may be put 
in the right way, 

I then expounded 2 Corin. v. ; when 
I came to the words, ^* The love of 
Christ constraineth us,'' she said, ^^ Yes, 
Sir, it is that love which constrains you 
to visit me and others. You walk in 
Christ's steps, and you have shown the 
very mercy of Christ in condescending 
to visit me/' 1 replied that it was no 
condescension whatever in my visiting 
her — that Christ visited and sought out 
sinners like her — and that it was only my 
duty to do so. She then alluded to my 
last letter, and expressed her gratitude 
for it, and her unworthiness of the man- 
ner in which I had styled myself, (viz. 
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^ your affectionate minister/*) " I feel it,^ 
said she, ^ whatever you may say to the 
contrary^ that a person so pure and holy 
as you^ should have expressed yourself 
so toward one so vile as myself/' I re- 
plied, *' As I consider you now a peni- 
tent believer in Christy I look upon you 
quite in a new light, in a new character. 
When I styled myself ^ your affectionate 
minister^' I did not consider what you 
had been, but what you are now. When 
the adultress was brought before Christ, 
he would not condemn her to death, 
though her penitence is not recorded. 
And can I dare to cast a stone at you 
who am myself a sinner, and stand in 
need of the same mercy^ especially when 
I believe that you are truly penitent.'* 
This affected her to tears. Upon 15th 
verse^ '^«hould not henceforth live to 
themselves,'' I applied the exposition to 
herself^ and begged her to repent upon 
her past selfishness and heartle'UNsness. 
^^ Were I briefly," said I, ^' to sum up 

H 
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in pjia MtPrd yoor^character^iLahMld^'say^ 
that ;y ou bave been a dreadful heartliess 
woman/' ^^ I have been dreadfully and 
disgustingly heartless/' she replied^ ^^ bat 
I pray God earnestly to give me a new 
hearty to give me a heart of flesh." 

When I came to the words, " If any 
man be in Christ, he is a new creature ; 
old things are passed away — all things 
?ire become new /' she said, *^ O I do 
hope that I am a new creature in Christ, 
for all things are quite new to me. I 
view every thing in a new light lo what 
I oitce did. I can assure you^ Sir, tliat 
there is nothing in the ^orld that can give 
me the slightest pleasure. No worldly 
thoughts or wishes enter my mind : I 
only wish to be saved — ^^I desire nothing 
but Christ, as my treasure — as long as I 
can read my Bible and pray I am happy." 
Upon the words, ^^ we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him," she 
said, ^ I pray Christ to robe me with bis 
righteousness, for I have none." 
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W^ednestiay; Oef. 6th. I called about 
hdAf past two. She had not slept all 
&ight, her coagh and expectoration so 
troubled ber. She alluded to part of the 
conversation she had with me the day 
before, and seemed a little embarrassed 
at having daid that her desire for me to 
know all her thoughts and prayers, was 
ntft to convince me that she was edified 
by my instruction. I could perceive her 
delicacy, and relieved her by sayings 

' ^* You did it, I know, not for my sake, 
but for your own sake.*' ^^ Yes, Sir/' 

' she replied, ^^ I wish you to know all my 
th&ughts and feelings, that you may know 
mf' real state and put me in the right 

' way." I expounded the 14th of St. John's 
gospel, on the words ^^ 1 go to prepare 

■ a place' for you." When I stated for 
whom that place of blessedness waspre- 
pared/namely, for the worthless and vile 
like herself, but yet penitent sinners, a 
fcdJy joy* beamed in her face. In order 
to make a practical deduction applicable 

H 2 
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to herself, I observed, ^' Christ prepares 
us for the place which he has gone to pre- 
pare. How anfitted are we by nature 
and practice for that holy place, and what 
a mighty change must be wrought in us 
in any measure to fit us for it ! Apply 
then^ madam, this to yourself Consider 
how you have been contaminated and 
polluted with sin — how sin has been in- 
separable from you^ how it has bteome 
identified and one with you^ and a com- 
ponent part of yourself—how it hais been 
your element — how ^'-^ She stopped me, 
and with the most profound humility, and 
with ian originality of thought that asto- 

• 

nished me, she said, ^^Sir, it has been 
my very existence.*^ I then showed that 
nothing but the transcendent power of 
God, which raised Christ fi-om the dead, 
could dissolve the union between sin and 
our souls, which otherwise is indissoluble. 
The energies of her mind seemed to grasp 
the subject far beyond my own powers 
of description, and to enter fuHy into it: 
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' Upon the words ^ If ye ask auy thinjo^ 
in my name I will do it,'' she said, ^ I 
pray earnestly and repeatedly to Christ 
to present your prayers (which you offer 
for me) to the Father, that they may be 
accepted. And I likewise pray to Christ 
,tbat he would take those prayers, which 
I h^ve offered in an unbecoming manner, 
^nd present them in such a form and 
shape aa may be accepted by my heavenly 
Father/' , tFpon the words, " If ye ask 
Wj thing in my name I will do it," 
,i?he s^id, /^I likewise pray to Christ, 
ths^t as I am unworthy, he would return 
^nks to my heavenly Father for his 
iiaving. given rae to him !" This reader, 
indeed is divinity of the purest kind — 
from the lips too of a degraded^ but yet 

9 

peni^tent prostitute. CFpon the words 
'* At that day ye shall know that I am in 
my Father, and )ou in me, and I in you," 
she said, ^^ Yes, Sir, then we shall know 
that it is a reality and no fiction !" Upon 
the words, ^^ We will come and take up 
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our abode with him/^ she said, ^^ While 
I lie in this bed and pray to Christ, I be^ 
lieve that he is in the room mikt me/' 
'* That/' s^d I, is the precise meamng 
of the passage/' Upon the words> ^ Peace 
I leare with you/' she said, *• I don't 
think that I have felt the peace you 'do* 
scribe bat once, and that was last San« 
day evening, when, as I described to 
you> I felt myself so vile and wept and 
lamented over my sins, and then aUter'^ 
wards felt such unspeakable peace, And 
trusted that I was a sheep of Christ." 
In reference to the guilt of consoience 
which I described, she said, ^^ I do as<» 
sure you. Sir, that I have sometziiMs 
thought it iinpossible for me to be saved, 
and that I shall be cast into bell ^, myosin® 
are so great, that I have literally trembled 
in my bed." 

Thursday Oct. 7th. She had passed a 
refreshing night. She thanked me for a. 
sermon in my volume I bad given her to^ 
read. The text was, 1 John iii« l-^« 
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la reference to the passage where I de- 
scribed that the Christian is subject to 
hopes and fears to which the world are 
strangers/ she observed, '* That, Sir, is 
most true ;] I have pew hopes and fears. 
In reflecting upon my past life and re- 
viewing and confessing my sins, I am 
filled with a horror and shame which I 
cannot described At such times I some- 
times think it is quite impossible for me to 
be saved. But I remember how merci* 
ful Christ was, and I believe still is, to 
sinners. And therefore when I have 
prayed very earnestly, my' fears ^ are 
greatly and sometimes entirely dispelled, 
and are succeeded by a lively hope. I 
happened last night to bum my finger by 
the rushlight/^ said she, showing me the 
place, ^^ and you have no idea what a 
number of reflections arose in my mind 
in consequence. I said to myself, if such 
pain is oaused by so small a flame, what 
will be the torments of hell when both 
bddy and soul will be destroyed in bell 
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fire I What an awful scene^ Sir, will be 
the jadgment day!'' I then explained 
what was meant by the worm that never 
dieth^ which she did not understand. In 
reference to the other parts of the ser- 
mon which she said were very consoling 
and applicable to herself^ she observed ; 
^ The love which God has to us causes 
our hearts in unison to love him. 1 
hope^ Sir^ I know what that is. The 
observation likewise in the sermon^ that 
this love of God is sometimes exercised 
upon those who are in the dregs of 
society^ is applicable to myself and con- 
soling^for I have been in the very dregs 
of society/' In the course of conversation 
she likewise said^ ^^ I have sometimes 
thought what my life would be if I were 
restored to health. I have thought of 
the delight I should have in going to 
church ; of the pleasure of shaking hands 
with holy people, who would not turn 
away their faces from me; of the pleasure 
of waking early in the morning to read 
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my Bible. Bat I have gives up all 
thoughts whatever of life, &r humanly 
speaking it is impossible for me to re- 
^ova:." I then read and expounded the 
third chapter of Philip piana. Upon the 
words^ ^' Brethren be followers of me, and 
mark them which walk so as ye have us 
for an example^" she humbled herself to 
(me wi<li the utmost humility for her con- 
duct towards me, and explained how she 
had been worked upon by her servant 
and friends as I have already described. 
^^ I have since thought^'' said she^ ^^ what 
would have become of me if you bad not 
been so meek, so condescending, in re- 
newif^ your visits to me. I have some- 
timaa thought that I might have gone 
baok4-J[ might have prayed but little and 
;reaid but little. I should have had none 
to stimulate me and put me right.'' In 
'l!be 4iourae (^ conversation she likewise 
said, ^^ I feel such love and gratitude to 
God fqr his. great mercy towards me^ 
itba<i I am un9ble to express in my prayers 

h5 
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what I feel ; and then I pray to Christ 
to express it for me^ for he knows esh 
dctly what is in my heart P^ 

Friday, Oct. 8th. She was so ill in tto 
morning when I called that I could not 
see her. I therefore called again in tte 
evening. She was delighted to see m^ 
and expressed great sorrow at not having 
seen me in the morning. She then made 
anxious inquiry about some sick people 
whom I was visiting, whose cases I men- 
tioned to her, and in whom she took a 
very lively interest. She seemed delight- 
ed and encouraged with what I told hen 
The conversation then turned uponhfer-i 
self. '^ I have still/' said she, ** greater 
and greater confidence in Christ— ^I be- 
lieve that he prays for me. I ardenUy 
desire to win him and to be found in bim. 
I desire, I assure you. Sir, nothing in 
the world else." I then spoke of the pro- 
gressive nature of repentance, that there 
was of course much yet to be done. I 
exhorted her to be on her guard and 
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straggle against the weakness of her 
disease, which*might hinder her prayers. 
'^ i know^ Sir,** she replied, " that my 
repentaace must go on; but I feel quite 
constrained throughout — the more I know 
the more I want to know — the more I 
pray the more I want to pray. I feel 
a restiessness, quite a thirst. One prayer 
brings on another ; one want makes me 
feel another. There is a complete change, 
a perfect revolution in all my feelings and 
wishes.'' In the course of conversation 
she alluded to her prodigality and dissi- 
pation wad her extravagant furniture. 
Speaking of the latter she said, '' I 
truly Uiank God that I have none of these 
memorials of my wickedness by me, as 
they wouM remind me of the disgraceful 
manner by which they were acquired.^ In 
speaking of humiliation she said, ^' I am 
so. anxious in every way to humble my* 
seliQ that I am always seeking some fresh 
points on which to humble myself. I . 
shall be truly thankful. Sir, if you will tell 
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me some fresh grouud of humiliation.^ 
This she said with bitter tears « 

I then read the 85th and lOSrd Psalms. 
On the words ^^ preserve my: soul for I 
am holy,'' she said, " Where the Psalnrist 
speaks of his purity and holiness, though 
I feel that I have none, I turn it into 
prayer that I Tnay possess it." Upon the 
words, '^ As far as the east is from the 
west, so far hath he removed our trans* 
gressions from us," she said, ^^ I often 
think that my sins are so loathsome, that 
it is impossible for Christ to look upon 
me. I am filled with shame at the thought 
of my sins being recorded in the day ctf 
judgment." I told her I thought that 
every person in the world likewise must; 
but I said it was difficult to say whether 
or not the sins of penitents wouUI. be. 
Upon verses 13 and 14, I described the; 
effects of disease and bodily weakness in 
reducing the energies and powers of oqp. 
minds in reading and praying, though we^ 
are ever so. willing and desirous* I 
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showed the extreme weakness as well as 
sinfulness of haman nature^ and the tender 
compassion of God who *^knoweth our 
frames and remembers that we are but 
dust/^ This part of the exposition seemed 
both to touch and astonish her, for she 
said ; ^^ O, Sir, you have most exactly 
described my case, just as if I had done 
it. I cannot read or pray half enough ; I 
read as long as I can ; but my eyes 
are weighed down, and then I pray, I 
cannot pray so earnestly as I would. But 
the drciimstance that God knows the de- 
sires of my heart, comforts me when no- 
thing else does. My belief, likewise, 
that you pray for me is another great 
contolation. Sometimes I say to myself, 
perhaps he is even now praying for me ; 
and I pray Christ to present your prayers 
to tile Father for me. When I thus feel 
so dissatisfied with myself my heavenly 
Father pities me, for he knows the de- 
sires of my heart. *^ I sometimes cry, 
Sir^'^ added she, '^ that I cannot do more 
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than I do/' Upon the words, '' The 
mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to 
everlasting/' she said with much earnest- 
ness '* I feel fully assured that were I 
to recover, God would preserve me and 
keep me from sin — I feel more confi- 
dence in this than any thing else. I do 
not believe that my heavenly Father and 
Jesus Christ would have taken so much 

trouble with me, and then suffer me to 

* 

fall/' This led me to touch upon her 
past life, and I said, ^^ I have been re- 
flecting very deeply upon your past life, 
and reviewing very accurately the various 
points in your character. But forgive 
my honesty (I continued with utmost ten- 
derness) when I say, that taking a just 
and sober estimate of your character, I 
cannot discover the least amiability in 
you. You seem to have been devoid of 
all natural feeling, to have had not the 
slightest affection for any of the men 
with whom you livedo to have bean a 
perfect virago in temper, to have b^ea 
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dreadfully heartless, and all aiuiability 
from tbe course of life which you led 
seems to have become extinct.^' ^^ That, 
Sir/^ she replied, •^ is, with shame 1 con- 
fess it, a just estimate of my character, 
and correct in every single point. The 
horror I have of my heartlessness is be- 
yond my power to describe ; but I assure 
you. Sir, I am likewise filled with dis- 
gust at my even fancjring that I possessed 
some amiability. So blind have I beeti 
to myself, that I have frequently said to 
myself, I could never be guilty of what 
Mrs. This and That person has* done ; 
when either I have been soon led to do it, 
or have been guilty of the very same thing 
I have condemned in others. And there is 
one thing. Sir, which presses heavily on. 
my conscience, which I have been anxr 
ions to tell you, but either shame has pre* 
vented me» or tbe conversation has not 
led to it. But now I have the opportu- 
nity I eagerly embrace it. This will at 
once convince you of the jqst estimation 
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you have formed of my character^ that it 
is strictly true*** She then expressed 
herself in the following words.. ** I 
once knew a young tnan of the nan^ 

of whose father is a clergyman in 

Essex. He was passionately fond of me^ 
but I exceedingly disliked him. I was 
very honest to him, for I used to teH him 
that I hated and detested him. He used 
to bring me the most expensive jewellery, 
which, from contempt to him^ I used to 
throw on the ground and stamp under 
my feet : he spent a great deal on me in 
this way. He was going abroad^ and on 
the eve of his departure he gave me a 
farewell dinner, at which some of his 
friends were present. He was extremely 
agitated and affected throughout the even- 
ing at the thoughts of parting from me. 
Judge, then. Sir, of my unfeeling hearts 
lessness, that before his face and fViends 1 
told him, — that I hated and loathed hifn 
as I ever did-^that I could be another 
Millwood to him, that I would spoil him 
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of his last shilling, strip his very shirt off 
bis bock^ and than: turn him out o[ my 
house. These^ Sir^ were the words I 
employed. Every body in the room was 
horror struck at my declaration, and told 
me that 1 should one day bitterly repent for 
my unfeeling conduct. But this, Sir^ is only 
a. specimen of my utter heardessness— I 
have been equally heartless to other men, 
though this is the most unfeeling thing 1 
ever did. He was only about twenty- 
pne years of age." I paused for a mo- 

• 

ment with horror. I then with much so- 
lemnity said^ ^^ You are, or I should ra- 
ther say, have been^ a most depraved and 
abandoned woman^ impure and heartless 
beyond all bounds; but," continued I 
taking her hand to sooth her agitation^ 
^^. I now no longer consider what you have 
heen> but what you are. Your heart is 
now changed — your heartlessuess is turn- 
^ into tenderness; you are no longer 
that heartless, that unfeeling woman you 
once Wi^re^ but a penitent Mary Magda- 
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lene^ and one who has found mercy at the 
hands of Ghrisf I could proceed no 
further^ beii^ almost choked in suppress^- 
ing my feelings. ^^ O, Sir/' said she as 
I was rising to go, ^^ you mast be hoFri- 
fied at me, but O do not leave me, do 
not leave me — ^yon are too good, I know, 
to do that — but I am unworthy,^' said 
she, weeping bitterly, *^ you must think 
me more vile than ever* But I should 
not make these disclosures did I not bit^ 
terly repent of my sins." *^ No, ma- 
dam,** I replied, '^ 1 will never leave 
you, be comforted; you have disclos- 
ed no new trait in your character. It 
is impossible for me to think worse of 
you than I have : but I do not consid^, 
as I have already told you, what you have 
been, but what you are now. Let that 
cheer you." '* It does. Sir," she replied, 
'^ and I shall feel more composed ^ pre-> 
sently, and relieved by what I have told 
you.'* 

I must say- that when I reached home. 
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I felt cotnpletety oveFwheltned witb the 
burden of her sins, which, with the excep- 
tion of the guilt of them, I felt entirely as 
if they were my own. I felt quite over- 
whelmed with astonishment. If the reader 
is deeply affected^ as he must be, with such 
a narration,' arising to the very poetry of 
romantic fiction, what must have been my 
feelings who received this disclosure, 
and above all was her minister. My.feel^ 
ings, bowever> returned to their proper 
equilibrium by reading, before I retired to 
rest, the third chapter of the epistle to the 
Romans. The scriptures, with the present 
case to illustrate them, came to my heart 
and understanding with a divine energy 
and power peculiarly their own. In that 
chapter I learnt with all the freshness, as it 
ytwe, of new knowledge, that all have 
sinned and come short of God's glory^-*Aa« 
there is no essential difference, by nature 
and practice, between any of the sons 
and daughters of fallen Adam — that as 
there wasno di&rence in our state> be- 
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ing all under wrath and condemnation — 
80 likewise there was no difference in our 
justification; all boasting being excluded 
by the law of faith ; as we were all (as 
many^ at leasts as were in a state of ac- 
ceptance) *^ justified fi-eely by God's 
grace through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus.^ ^ This poor woman/' said 
I to myself, "through the forbearance of 
.God, is justified by him who is at the 
same time just, and yet the justifier of 
every one that believeth Jn Jesus: 
through faith in his blood her sins, crim- 
son as they are, are now made white as 
wool ; and polluted with sin, as she has 
been, she is now infinitely more pure aqd 
holy than the chastest women that ever 
lived, who is seeking her salvation by her 
works ; for ^ by the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified/" I retired 
to rest full of joy and admiration at the 
wonderful redemption made by Jesus 
Christ. 
Saturday, October 9. 1 called, and was 
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anxious to convey the same reflections to 
her which passed in my own mind on the 
preceding night. I took the same chap- 
ter of the epistle to the Romans^ viz. the 
the third. On verses 19 — ^23, 1 observed, 
" Without in the least degree wishing to 
palliate your sins or to weaken your im- 
pression on account of the guilt and cri* 
minality of them^ I would endeavour to 
assure you of your entire freedom fix>m 
condemnation, through the redemption 
which is in Christ Jesus/' From the 
words which I havejust read^ I would in- 
fuse iuto your mind the very consolation 
which I received last nighty when I re- 
flected on the enormity of your sins. 
When therefore you were living in your 
career of wickedness, the words which I 
have just read justify me to assert, that 
there was no virtual and essential difier- 
ence between you and the chastest wo- 
man .that ever lived, who yet was not 
washed in the blood of Christ, and sanc- 
tified by Holy Ghost. Mark the words. 
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^^ there is bo diflSerence/^ There wais iio 
real difference : the difference only con- 
sisted in the degree of sin^ not in exemp- 
tion from it. She, as well as you, was 
guilty b^ore God^ and under wrath and 
condemnation on account of her sins ; for 
her imperfect righteousness coold never 
justify her before God. You were both on 
the same footing — both of you must plead 
guilty— 6oM of you stood in need of the 
same mercy : ^' for all have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God." But 
now follow me further^ madam» in my 
exposition. You who have had a load 
of guilt and sin^ far greater than the 
woman just described, are ^^ justified 
freely by God's grace through the re- 
demption which is in Christ Jesus.'' The 
Father has already become propitious to 
you upon your receiving faith in the 
atoning blood of Christ, ^^ through the 
forbearance of God." So that God is at 
once ** just and yet the justifier of you a 
guilty sinner^ who believetti in Jesus." 
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Mark here tiie difference wliicfa now ex- 
ists between yoo and the woman just de- 
scribed. In your career of wickedness 
there was no ^^^e;2/ia/ difference between 
you botb^ as you were both under con- 
demnation. But now that you are ^^ ac- 
cepted in the beloved" and that you are 
f ^ seated with that holy Spirit of promise^ 
^here 4s an infinite and eternal difference 
between you. She is unsanctified^ but 
you possess essential purity and holiness. 
Xou are possessed with a principle of ho- 
liness which is not possessed by her. 
That body of yours opce contaminated 
and polluted with sin, is infinitely more 
holy than hers, for your ** body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghpsf You are 
infinitely more pure,: infinitely more holy, 
infinitely more beloved. Your sins are 
I'emoved from you as far as the east is 
from the west — *^ you are crated anew 
in Ohrist ^f^esus." ^^ Wonderful ! won- 
derful !*' she exclaimed. *^ O, what com- 
fort ! is it possible ? that God should be 
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merciful to me through Chnst^ and that I 
should be forgiven, is im>st wonderfot. 
But what astonishes me most/' said sbc^ 
after a pause, ^^ and far more a great 
deal, is, that I, who am sopolkited witti siD> 
should become pure and holy. For I 
know I must become pure and holy, oth^- 
wise I cannot enter into his kingdom^ 
But as you have taught me, I pray as 
earnestly to Christ to be sanctified by the 
Holy Ghost, as to be forgiven." 

Before I took leave of her I spoke tb 
her about her temper, as Miss F. told me 
that she scanned too rigidly her servanfis 
conduct, and that she sometimes complaiih' 
ed to her about it ; and though she did it 
without any bad feeling, yet, in her 
opinion, it might in some degree prevent 
her receiving that full benefit she would 
otherwise derive from my instructioo. 1 
therefore charged her particularly on that 
head, and told her to be on her guard and 
watch ; and that I would speak or write 
to her farther on the subject ^^ Sir,"^ 
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snid ahe, ^^ I hate siiefa a rMpect for yoa 
and so yalae your instractions, that no- 
thing is lost upon me. I know ray tem- 
per is vile, but my servant is very provok- 
ing ; but I strive against my temper, and 
pray for myself and servant likewise. 
But by the help of Jesus Christ you 
shall hear no more on that head/' I 
promised to send her some ejaculatory 
prayers for her use on Sunday. 

Sunday, October 10. — 1 sent her the 
following prayers and letter, which I 
composed on Saturday night. 

[The following prayers may be used in 
one continued strain, or be offered up by 
ejaculation, throughout the day, to keep 
the mind bent on the great subject of hu- 
man redemption. Those addressed to 
the Father are of course implied to be 
offered up through the mediation and 
intercession of our high priest, Jesus 
Christ.] 



Grant, O heavenly Father, that I may this 

] 
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day " be renewed in the Spirit of my mind and 
put on the Lord Jesus Christ." May I this 
day receive a fresh supply of the Spirit of Christ* 



May I this day, O Lord Jesus Christ, go in 
thy strength, thy fear, and in thy love. 



Do thou, O heavenly Father, " work in me 
both to will and to do of thy good pleasure,*' 
" for I am the clay and. thou the potter*" 



Give me grace, O God the Father, to work 
out my salvation with fear and trembling, and 
with all diligence, circumspection and persever- 
ance. 



O Lord Jesus Christ, *^ without thee I can 
do nothing,'' but " I can do all things if thou 
wilt strengthen me." Give me strength, give 
me power. 



O liOrd Jesus Christ, be thou "my light 
and life," that 1 may not walk in darkness, but 
« have the light of life." 



O Son of God, " in thee dwelleth all the 
fulness of the Godhead bodily:" grant then 
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that I may *^ receive out of thy fulness, grace 
for grace." 



Be thou to me, O Christ, "the .quickening 
Spirit" — quicken me, give life to me, O Lord, 
for I am " dead in trespasses and sins.^^ 



Grant, O heavenly Father, " that I may this 
day have communion and fellowship with thee 
and with thy Son Jesus Christ ; and do thou 
and thy Son condescend to come and take up 
your abode with me." 



O Lord God Almighty, grant that I may 
'* know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
whom thou hast sent.^' Be pleased to give me 
** the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of thy Son Jesus Christ :" " reveal 
thy Son in me :'' " reveal to me the unsearchable 
riches of Christ." I read that I must be " taught 
of God'' and that *^ none knows the Son but the 
Father:" grant me then, O God, this heavenly 
wisdom. Enable me to come to Christ ! draw 
me to thy Son, " Shine into my heart, and give 
me the light of the knowledge of thy glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ." " Flesh and blood cannot 
reveal Christ" — ^but thou, and thou only. 

i2 
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O Lord Jesus Christ *' no one knoweth the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom the Son 
will reveal him." Reveal then the Father to me, 
that this Grod may be my Grod fiar evier. 



O heavenly Father, grant that the same di- 
vine energy by which thou didst raise Christ 
from the dead, may be exercised in raising me 
up from the death of sin to newness of life. 



Lord Jesus Christ, be thou a wall of fire 
round about me, and destroy mine enemies. 
Let not Satan come near me. Grant that by 
thy power I may triumph over the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, as they have triumphed 
over me. Make me "more than conqueror" 
through thyself who hast loved me. 



Grant me, O Lord Jesus Christ, " thy flesh 
to eat, and thy blood to drink ; for thy flesh is 
meat indeed, and thy blood js drink indeed. '"^ 
Grant that I may be one with thee ; thut I may 
be " a member of thy mystical body, of thy 
flesh, and of thy bones." 



Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that thy life 
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may be my life; thy spirit my spirit; thy 
strength my strength. 



Grant, O Saviour, that by the sanctifying in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit, I may be present < 
^ as a ^^ chaste virgin to thee, without spot or 
blemish, or any such thing." ** Grant that the 
white robes of innocence and purity may once 
more be restored to me," and that I may be 
created anew in thee. 



Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that I may be 
** pure in heart,'' and " poor in spirit." May I 
possess thy amiableness, thy disposition, thy 
purity, thy holiness, atid thus bear thy Image 
and likeness. 



Grant, O Saviour, that thy Spirit may be in 
me a well of water springing up into everlast- 
ing life. 



O heavenly Father, grant that by faith in 
Jesus Christ I may pass from death unto life. 



Grants O God and Father, that my heart may 
be touched with the love of Christ ; may I ex- 
perience redeeming, love in my soul. 
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O Lord God Almighty, let not, I pray thee, 
for the sake of thy Son, let not my sins be as a 
partition wall between thee and me, either to 
prevent my prayers ascending up to thee, or 
thy mercy, thy forgireness^ and all thy other 
blessings coming down from thee. But open 
thou the windows of heaven to bless me ; open 
thy hand and bestow upon me the richest gifts 
and influences of thy Holy Spirit. 



O Lord Jesus Christ, I come to thee guilty, 
that I may be pardoned ; weak, that I may be 
made strong; blind, that I may see; naked,^ 
that I may be clothed ; poor, that I may be 
made rich; and having nothing, that I may 
possess all things. 



Lord Jesus, remember me in thine interces- 
sions to the Father; wash me in thy blood; 
save me or I perish ; into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit. 



Grant, O Lord Jesus Christ, that there may 
be a reality, a freshness, a life and vigour, in my 
faith, joy, love, and gratitude to thee, and in all 
my other religious affections. Keep alive in me 
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ever true religion and virtue, deep repentance, 
and unfeigned humility. 



Give me, O Lord and Saviour, by the help of 
thy Holy Spirit, self-possession, self-govern- 
ment over my temper, and make me meek and 
gentle as a lamb. 

These prayers were accompanied with 
the following letter : — 

« Saturday Evening, Oct. 9, 1830. 
*' My dear Madam, 
" I send you the ejaculatory prayers I pro- 
mised you, which I hope may assist your aspi- 
rations to heaven. Prayer is the pouring out of 
the soul to God, and is the very essence of piety. 
Let your prayers to the Father and the Son be 
ceaseless. Whatevertums theedgeofprayermust 
be studiously avoided. Real spiritual prayer is 
of such extreme delicacy that, like some tender 
flowers, it lives and dies in an hour. The least 
possible irritation of feeling chillsit asan untimely 
blast, and instantly destroys its bloom and 
beauty. Whatever jars with the purity, holi- 
ness, meekness, gentleness of Christ, grieves his 
Spirit, and wounds our souls. I shall through^ 
out this letter confine my observations to only 
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one obstruction to prayer, viz. irritabaity of 
temper. 

" Your sins are complicated and of so deep a 
dye, that only by occasional allusions I have 
been able to speak upon the naturtd virulence of 
your temper. That a great and decided diange 
has taken place in this, is undeniable. Your 
temper, in comparison to what it was, is that <^ 
meekness and quietness itself. But whatever 
improvement has taken place oa this head, 
much, very much remains yet to be done. Con- 
sider the meek and lowly Jesus, what infinite 
forbearance joined with an inimitable tenderness 
is conspicuous in his character. The dove, tocr, 
it may be added, is a beautiful and delightful 
emblem of that Holy Spirit which overshadowed 
him and ns his disciples. Can that holy Dove, 
the messenger of peace, nestle in our hearts 
when they are the seat of either vile affectims 
or angry feelings? The ocean must be calm 
and unagitated, or it can never reflect the 
heavens irom its bosom. The least agitation 
destroys the image ; it is dissolved and gone, 
for its existence depends upon the quietness of 
the mirror. Our souls, in like manner, must 
be unruffled as the ocean, or they can never 
reflect the mild light of heaven. 
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** My desire — say rather the ambition of the 
heavenly Father, is not only to render you 
pure and unpolluted with sin, but to implant in 
your aoul the inimitable virtues of Jesus Christ. 
* I beseech you, therefore, by the meekness and 
gentleness of Christ to cultivate a meek and 
quiet spirit, which in the sight of God is of 
great price/ The glory of Christ consisted 
rather in his passwe virtues and great humility, 
^ who being in the form of God thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, but made him- 
self, of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant ; and being found in fashion 
33. 1^ man^ . he humbled himself and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross.' 
^Let tben» the same mind be in you which was 
in Christ Jesus'' — seek his temper — submit to 
your situation — ^humble yourself to your servant 
— giv^ Way to her — ^be ^ clothed with humility ' 
and all long suffering; Mn patience possess 
your souL' Irritation of feeling, though caused 
by the ungracious and impertinent conduct of 
others, will mar that divine unction which I am 
ap anxious to leave with you in all my visits. 
Your spul ought. to be wf apt up in heavenly 
prayers and meditations — should beso engrossed 
with your repentance, that you should have no 

I 5 
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Hme^ much less inclination, to be affected by 
the frivolous impertinence of your servant. A 
repetition of your grievances to others, though 
attended with no irritation of feeling, (a thing 
scarcely possible,) will disquiet your mind, dis- 
arrange your thoughts, and disturb your peni- 
tence. 

"I have, throughout this letter, supposed 
that you are entirely in the right, and that all 
your complaints are well founded. But without 
justifying the impertinence of your servant, 
may you not too strictly and rigidly scan her con- 
duct, and make not sufficient allowance for your 
own infirmities, and weakness P In the paper 
you gave me on the parable of the sheep, you 
spoke of ^your vile temper:' may you not 
then have as much cause to condemn yourself 
as your servant ? That you heartily pray for 
forgiveness for your own irritability of temper, 
as well as that of your servant, I readily believe ; 
that you also forgive and pray for her, I have 
no doubt. It is my fervent prayer to God that 
there may be no flaw in your repentance^ that 
you may possess all the amiability of Christ, 
his tenderness, meekness, gentleness ; for unless 
you have the spirit of Christ, you are none of 
his. ^ Let all bitterness and wrath, and anger. 
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and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away 
from you, with all malice ; and be ye kind one 
to another, tender hearted, forgiving one ano- 
ther, even as God, for Christ's sake, hath for- 
given you.' 

^^ O madam, our time at best is short, and 
the work is great. Let the negligence of your 
servant be a thing too insignificant to thinks 
feelf or speak upon. Look back upon the past, 
and forward into futurity, and then see that 
things now before you are as light as a feather, 
and unworthy of your regard. Be insensible 
to every thing but my exhortations and instruc- 
tions; and let your grief and fretfulness be 
swallowed up in repentance for your own sins, 
not those of others. Be dead to your servant, 
and alive only to me. 

^^ I am, my dear Madam, 
" Your very faithful and affectionate Minister, 

" Henry Revell.'' 

'' P. S. Do not suppose that Miss F. has 
spoken much on this subject. She only told 
me that she thought you tpo strictly scanned 
your servant^s conduct, and made not sufficient 
allowance for her, and that you sometimes 
harped too much upon it. This she thought 
might prevent your receiving the full benefit of 
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my instructions. Believe me, I have written 
this with all true love and affection, and with 
an earnest desire to present you perfect brfore 
God, blameless^ harmless, and tmreprovable in 
his sight. . The Lord Jesus Christ be wkh you 
to bless, strengthen, and purify you.*' 

To this I received the following answer 
according to my request :— 



C4 



Sonday Evening, Park Street. 
My dear Sir, 
" In compliance with your wish, I hasten to 
answer your letter — I say in compliance with 
your wish, though I beg to assure you, the 
desire and the greatest desire of my heart 
is to answer all your letters. But I have neither 
strength of mind nor body to do so— to answer 
such letters ; it ought to be a person not only 
educated, but one who has spent a pure and 
holy life, not such an one as I am, bent down 
with shame and confusion, overwhelmed with a 
consciousness of my great unworthiness, pol- 
luted and contaminated both in mind and body, 
having led a life of deep sin, horr&r and skamey 
of guilt and infamy. Am I then a fit person to 
answer such letters ? O no— laying aside my 
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want of capacity, I feel I am not worthy* I am 
indeed pressed down with my weight of obliga- 
tions to you ; your condescension is so exceed- 
ing, and I feel you do me too much- honour in 
writing and taking such pains with me. And 
the only manner in which I am able to reconcile 
all your kindnesses- to me a vile and miserable 
wretch, is by believing you to be one of the 
beloved disciples of Christ, and that you are 
walking humbly in the paths he has walked, 
calling and encouraging repenting sinners, giv- 
ing them fresh life, fresh strength and vigour, 
ever giving to them a new heart and mind, com- 
forting and refreshing their souls with the pre- 
cious. balm of the redeeming Saviour. Yes, I 
have oft of late, felt that balm in my heart, poor 
and miserable as I am ; and after having pray- 
ed that Christ would be in me ^ a well of water 
springing up unto eternal life/ I have felt a 
calm in my soul not to be defined. I can only 
compare it to a refreshing draught from a pure 
spring when nearly dead with thirst. I have 
sometimes of late, thought you do not think my 
repentance deep enough. I have felt very sorry 
because I have not the means of showing you— - 
indeed I know it not myself. But there is one 
thing ; I have never felt really unhappy at your 



182 

idoubts or my own, and that from the convic- 
tion that though we know not ourselves, our 
Almighty Father does. All I can tell you of 
my own knowledge of my repentance is, that if 
I thought it insincere or incomplete now, I 
should be unutterably wretched — I should feel 
that hell was my portion. . But at present, 
though I feel I have merited hell as my portion, 
I have such reliance on the promises of God, 
such faith in the blood of my Redeemer, who 
shed it even for sinners such as me ; that I hope 
and trust in God that I am not presumptuous in 
believing that, however low the station may be, 
I shall hav£ a portion in heaven, and that my 
Lord and Saviour Christ is preparing the place. 
I know full well that your great anxiety about 
my repentance proceeds from your boundless 
wish to present me pure and holy to the Father, 
and therefore well could I wish to set. you at 
peace— but the power is not mine. I' can only 
tell you, that I have a deep horror of my whole 
life of infamy, that I pray deeply, fervently, 
sincerely and unceasingly for pardon and for- 
giveness of it. And I can assure you that at 
times I have felt a full conviction that I am 
pardoned. I also at times have fears -> yet, of 
late, the feeling of pardon is predominant. I 
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believe that Christ is still as merciful as when 
he pardoned Mary Magdalene ; and. though I 
feel I am a atill greater sinner^ yet I feel my 
love is as great as hers, (or rather, that I have 
the desire to love even more than she did,) and 
that though I cannot have the honour she had 
of washing the feet <5f my blessed Redeemer, 
yet my desire to do it is as great — I feel I am a 
presumptuous wretch in the desire — me, a vile, 
polluted and contaminated wretch like me, to 
dare to think of approaching so near Christ, 
seems in me, of itself a sin. But he is merciful 
and free to forgive, and this is my comfort. 

" With regard to the subject of your letter 
to day, rely upon my full completion of all its 
desires. I will obey you strictly in every thing'; 
it is but little in return for your troubles and 
anxieties on my account. You, in your letter, 
seem to think I should feel angry with Miss F. 
Indeed, my dear Sir, any thing that will cause 
you to give me advice or direct me in any way, 
must, and can only give me pleasure. My 
heart is so full, and I seem to have a great deal 
more to say, but I am interrupted — must there- 
fore (though with sorrow) conclude, and in do- 
ing so, I beg the Almighty to shower his 
choicest blessings on your head, for all your 
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kindness to me ; and beg you will believe me ta 
remain, with sincere and grateful thanks for all 
the trouble I have given you, and with a lively 
sense of your kind instructions, 

** Very respectfully yours, 

"M^L. Witty. 
"P. S. You must accept my.waDrmest and 
best thanks for the really beautiful piuiy^rs you 
sent me to-day. Believe me, though mentioned 
last, they are not the least in my thoughts. I 
will use them often in the course of the day. I 
did not receive your letter until near six o'clock 
this evening — ^it only wanted twenty minutes 
toit*" 

T think the reader will agree witl^ oae, 
that with regard to true pathos^ deep feel- 
ing and genuine repentance and bumilityj 
this letter is one of the most beaQtifiil 
specimens in our language. But it is 
only of a piece with all her conversa- 
tions. 

Monday, October 11 When I called 

she thanked me much for toy letter. 
^^ When I began,'' said she, ^* l;o wrj^ 
the letter I sent you last night, I fully iu- 
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tended to answer the contents of yonrs; 
But as I always write without premedita- 
tion, I wrote on what was most in my 
heart— indeed my heart was so full, I 
could not express half what I wanted. I 
was about to enter into the subject of 
your letter, when a person called on me. 
I am afraid I made great mistakes init^ as 
I did not read it over before I sealed it/' 
1 then asked her why she thought I 
doubted the sincerity of her repentance. 
"Because," said she, "you often, espe* 
cially of late, have looked at me with a 
very earnest and scrutinizing look, and 

said, ** I hope your repentance is deep I 

hope it is sincere ! ** ^^ I have done this,'' 
I replied, '^ repeatedly I know, when I 
have felt quite stunned from the magni- 
tude of your sins. I have felt, at your 
recital of circumstances, quite over-^ 
powered at your depravity, and well 
knowing the necessity of a corresponding 
repentance, I have trembled for you, and 
have endeavoured to sifl you and read 
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your very thoughts. But that I have 
thought your repentance both deep and 
genuine, you ought to be convinced, 
when on Saturday I told you for your 
comfort^ when you seemed almost swal- 
lowed up with grief, that I felt as certain 
of your salvation^ as that I hold this pen 
in my hand." ^^That indeed," she re- 
plied, "gave me great comfort to hear 
you say so ; but. Sir, I would not dare 
to say it of myself—I should tremble to 
say so, I feel a kind of trust and even 
con6dence that my sins are pardoned, 
but not so great as to say what you did 
of me." I told her she was right — as 
we all should have greater confidence in 
others than in ourselves. 1 then spoke 
very seriously to her upon the subject of 
my last letter, and enlarged a great deal 
upon the extensive nature of her repent- 
ance. ^^ I have prayed,'' said she, ^* very 
earnestly over your letter, and turned it 
into prayer. But I can assure you. Sir, 
that, though you have spoken very little 
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to me on the subject^ it has been a great 
grief to me. I have felt my temper 
before^ and condemned myself on account 
of it. When I have felt this vile temper 
in me^ I have said to myself^ Is this 
walking in Christ's paths? Did Christ 
show any bad temper? And I have 
thought within myself, if Christ had 
shown the least temper he would 
have been guilty of sin ; and then. Sir, 
how could he have saved us ? He would 
have been like the first Adam^ and fallen^ 
and then never could have recovered us.** 
The profoundness of this remark^ and 
the simplicity with which she said it^ per* 
fectly astonished me. She then described 
how she often struggled against her tem- 
per^ and how it sometimes got the better 
of her. ^* I have, I assure you, Sir, 
from suppressing my temper, and not 
giving vent to it, quite trembled from it. 
I have prayed Christ to calm me, and 
then after a time I have felt composed 
and quieted. I have felt this vile temper 
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m me when apparently I have spoken 
miMlj. Bat still I hope I am a great 
deal better on the whole. I once went a 
whole day from salkiness without taking 
any thing else bat my medicines. This 
was of coarse a long time before you 
came to me.'* She then acknowledged th^ 
truth of my observations on the effect of 
temper, in checking the spirit of prayei^. 
•*I have sometimes felt," said she, ''not 
only in a right spirit of prayer from my 
temper ; but I have prayed to Christ to 
give me a proper spirit to calm my t^m^ 
per. I was particularly struck with tiiat 
part of your letter where you spoke of 
Christ being grieved by our temper. 
That led me into a long prayer upon the 
subject ; and 1 prayed to Christ to for- 
give me for having grieved him throagh 
the past week by my temper. But, Sir, 
I hope more and more to amend ; for I 
will follow your advice implicitly.'* I 
then expounded 2 Phil. On the words, 
** If there be any consolations in Christ/' 
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she said, " I believe that Christ is 
touched with divine compassion towards 
uie, and pities me.'' On the words, ^* In 
lowliness of mind let each esteem others 
better than ttemselves,^ I enforced humi-- 
lity towards man as well as God, and 
that the former only showed the sincerity 
pf the latter. She applied it to herself, 
and said, -'Iwish to humble myself ; I 
have at times reproached myself more 
than Elizabeth," On the words, " that 
at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow," I described the worship and 
honour due to Christ. She then said, 
^^ I feel quite unworthy to worship him or 
mention his name. I approach him in 
Tuy pirayers with an indescribable shame ; 
but be was so merciful, and I believe still 
is; that I feel though I am the vilest 
wretch. that ever crawled upon the earth, 
:yet he will be merciful to me, and that he 
hears my. prayers.^ On the words, ^* All 
§eek their own,'' I spoke of her former 
heartl6S9pess and selfishness. ^^True, 



190 

Sir," she replied^ ** but I believe and 
feel there is an entire change in me 
in every respect I only desire the 
things that are Jesos Christ's. I will 
give you what I consider a proof of my 
change. I once ridiculed ancl despised 
in my heart religious people. If a per- 
son had spoken to me on the subject^ I 
should have been irritated and disgusted 
with their long preaching. But now no- 
thing delights me so much as this subject. 
I cannot tell you^ Sir^ how I look forward 
for your visits* I am always gdeved 
when you will not aUow me to be roused 
from ray sleep.'' 

Tuesday, Oct. 12. In conversation she 
said, ^* I feel a greater and greater indif* 
ference as to human opinion ; and I am 
most ready at any time, should you wish 
it, to humble myself to Mrs. K. and Miss 
F., not that I think they would not be 
charitable to me.'' She had before offer- 
ed to do the same thing, when, the day 
before she took the last sacrament, she 
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gaVe m6 her history; ^^ But as/^ said 
she, " Mrs, K. did not make any in^ 
quiries about me, or ask for any reference, 
I did not consider myself bound to tell 
her, as it was her place to make inquiry 
if she thouj^ht proper. I never deceived 
her; she only required punctuality of 
payment. I have conducted myself with 
the strictest propriety since I have been 
in her house/^ I would not allow her to 
humble herself more than I thought was 
necessary; but I was much pleased at 
her spontaneous readiness to do so. She 
then alluded to my last letter. " I have,'' 
said she, ^ thought more and more on the 
subject of your last letter. I read it, as 
indeed I do all your letters, every day. I 
make every part of them a. subject of 
prayer. As I was unable last night to 
sleep, I spent nearly the whole of it in^ 
prayer respecting my temper, and prayed 
most earnestly to Christ to subdue it. I 
prayed likewise that my repentance might 
increase and go on, and that my temper 
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maj Dot prevent mj repentance being 
complete. I see, Sir^ that you desire to 
make roe complete and perfect^ and I 
ardently desire it in my prayers. There 
is one thing I wanted to tell you which I 
think I have forgotten. Before you visit- 
ed me. Miss F. requested me to address 
my prayers particularly to Christ ; and 
perhaps you remember one day when 
you were beginning to visit me, that you 
requested me to do the same. Miss F. 
then said^ * There, my dear^ did I not 
tell you to do the same.' But still for all 
Miss F. told me, and even at first for all 
timt you told me^ I had no confidence in 
Christy for I only thought him some great 
man like any other great, and good man 
I had read of in history. But now I pray 
indifferently either to the Father or Son, 
according as I am inclined ; but I pray 
principally to Christ ; for I believe that 
by praying to the Son I pray to the 
Father, and by praying to the Father, I 
am praying to the Son — ^for they are but 



one per^Qf^'^ J told her that they were 
tw^ pejraoDS, bijit by worsh^ipping either 
she, worshipped bc^h, as pjoe could oot 
be worshipped without the other---a«^ 
there was. but oue God, ^' Yea, Sir,'' 
she replied^ ^^ that is exaetly what I 
ineao; L give thanks to <he heavenly 
Father for his repealing Chriat in me, and 
enabling me to receive your instructions 
respecting Christ I pray over^ likewise, 
thoit prayer of yours to the Father to 
teach me Christ, and reveal Christ to me, 
and to draw md more and more to him.'* 
I then expounded ] Pet. v* ; On the 
word in the lOth verse, *^ The Grod of all 
graqe^ who. ha^th called, us unto his eternal 
glory/' she said, ^^ God has opened my 

he^rt I But I. jsbcmld think," continued 
she with great simplicity and amiable 
ignprance^^ ^^ that your instructions. Sir, 
would soften, any h^aarf I told her, that 
God pfeparod her heart to receive my 
instruci^<>i^. I then described the awful 
insen^iilitypf many persons even on a 

K 
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dying bed. She seemed amazed at 
this^ aod thoaghtfbl^ as if inei^iable of ac* 
coantiBg for it. On the words, ^^ Make 
you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle 
yon/' she said, '^ I have the greatest 
confidence in God, that he will establish 
ine, and perfect the work of repentance. 
And I earnestly pray that you may have 
a clear proof of the geneinenees of ray 
repentance.^' In the course of convert 
sation, with inefiable simplicity she ob- 
served, ^^ My cough last night troubled 
me very much ; and I humbly prayed that 
if I was not presumptuous in so doing, 
be would relieve my cough and painsk— 
nevertheless, I prayed, not my will .but 
thine be done.*' 

Wednesday, Oct 13. — ^I called in the 
evening. She was exceedingly ill, bad 
eaten nothing, and had vomiting and faint- 
ing fits. She lay in a very exhausted state, 
her voice very weak, with a parspiratiouof 
debility on her skin. She, however was 
calm, collected, and perfectly composed. 
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^^ I fancied/' said she, ^^ awhile ago^ihat it 
was my last hour ; but I bad a perfect 
coDffidence in Christ that be was ready 
to receive me, and present me pure and 
sanctified to the Father. I felt the roost 
delightful Galm, that if he took me in the 
midiM of my prayer he would receive me. 
I felt last night that I had deserved the 
lowest heU ; yet that he of his great mercy 
bad redeemed me, and would present me 
to the Father." I then read, without ex- 
poundings the 91st Psalm. On the words, 
** He bath set his love upon me,^ she 
said, '^ I prayed last night that I might 
love him more cmd more, and be more 
grateful to him, if possible ; 1 had a holy 
faith that I was saved when I fancied 
myself dying.^' I then repeated various 
consolatory texts, such as ^^ God so 
loved the world that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, &c. &c.^ She then said 
with the deepest feding, " I oflen think 
how wonderful is the scheme of salvation 
— how truly wonderful — especially for 

K 2 
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such miserable wretches as we are. I 
jknow that I bare broken every command^ 
ment of God and man ; and therefore I 
feel it so much more that God sent his 
Son to save us." I then repeated the 
text^ ^^ He that hath the Son hath life^ 
&c/' and observed that there was no life 
but in Christ. Upon this she said, ^ I 
always, in my prayers, pray Christ to 
be in me, and I in him, and that he 
would manifest himself to me as he does 
not unto the world in general — and that I 
may eat of his flesh and drink his blood ; 
all which you have taught me. I always 
endeavour to form my prayers from yours, 
and try, after you have gone, to pray as 
you did.^^ I then read, without expound- 
ing, the 17th of St. John's gospel. On 
the words *^^ I have finished the work,'' 
she observed, *' What a wonderful wOTk 
— ^how easily it might have been lost ?" 
In the course of the reading she said, 
with a simplicity, feeling, and solidity of 
judgment which surprised me, *^ I have 
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great comfort upon thinking that Christ 
would not bj any means tell an untruth. 
And yet he says, ^ He that believetk shall 
be saved/ * he that believetk on the Son 
hath everlasting life;^ all these kind of 
passages give me great comfort and con- 
fidence, for I do most truly believe on 
him/' She evidently derived a double 
consolation from this, not only from the 
condescending terms of salvation so suit- 
ed to our miserable condition, viz. faith 
in Christy but from the conviction that 
Christ could not tell an untruth. This 
double act of faith, this observation 
greatly surprised me ; her conviction that 
the holy Jesus could not tell an untruth, 
was evidently the cause of her consolation 
that she should be saved by that faith, 
which Christ declared to be the medium 
of conveying eternal life, and which faith 
she was conscious of possessing. This 
showed a surprising solidity of judgment, 
reflection, common sense, and sound divi- 
nity. In the course of the reading she 
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said^ ^^ I laid and thought last night what 
a wonderful thing it is that I should have 
known Christ in so short a time as two , 
months. AihI I said to myself, if I have 
known so much of him from Mr. Revell 
in two months, what should I have learnt 
from him in a year. 1 feel every fort- 
night and every week more comfort, more 
confidence in Christ 1" This she said in 
allusion to what I had told her the pre- 
ceding evening respecting a per$pn whom 
I once visited every week for a whol^ 
year, and who at the end of it was ^^ 
ignorant as she was the first day I visited 
her. I gave her the case as illustrative 
of the necessity of a divine power to en- 
lighten the understanding, and above all 
touch the heart. On the words, " That 
the love wherewith thou hast loved them 
may be in them and I in them, " I feel,'' 
she said, ^^ that I am the most unworthy 
creature that ever crawled, and that the 
honour is too great.'' 

Thursday, Oct. 14, — I called in the 
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evening. She was a great deal better, 
and her appetite had somewhat returned . 
^* I prayed last night," said she, ^^ that 
Christ would give me sweet sleep, that I 
might awalce refreshed in order that I 
might devour his gospels and feed on his 
promises. The riches of Christ are to 
me unsearchable, for if I were to live a 
thousand years, I should find something 
new every day/' I then spoke of the 
ejaculatory prayers I had sent her, and 
told her to study them much in order 
that she might enter more and more into 
the spirit of them. '^ My prayers/' said 
she, ^^ are altogether quite different to 
what they once were. I was always 
obliged to use a form of prayer, such as 
the visitation of the sick, and some of the 
morning prayers in the prayer-book. But 
when I had closed the book I had no dis- 
tinct ideas what I had prayed for or what I 
wanted ; I had a craving, a want of some- 
thing, I did not know what. But now 
my prayers are light, and I pray with the 
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greatest ease. The ideas rise in my 
raind, and I offer tbem immediately to 
God. I offer the same thoughts in a 
variety of ways, as I cannot remember 
the prayers you pray by my bed-side 
word for word/' I then explained some 
of the ejaculatory prayers I sent her. I 
explained the true nature of divine faith 
in contradistinction to either historical be- 
lief or conviction wrought in our minds 
by self-persuasion. I showed that many 
persons persuade themselves that they 
have an interest in the atonement of 
Christ and his righteousness, who are on 
the way to hell. ** These persons,'' said I, 
^^ have worked themselves into this per- 
suasion, and blind themselves. This is a 
base and counterfeit faith, though perhaps 
of almost equal assurance as that divine 
faith which I am anxious you should pos- 
sess. The delusions and illusions of 
men on this subject are many and vari- 
ous, arising from the deceitfuluess, weak- 
ness^ blindness, and wickedness of the 
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human heart. This spurious faith often 
arises from tlie mere natural application 
of the principle of hope upon those sub- 
jects which faith embraces, and is often 
accompanied with strong devotional feel- 
ings. This fiiith, however, this confi- 
dence and assurance, however great, is 
human, not divine ; is not the gift of God, 
iinder the energies of the holy Spirit^ 
This spurious faith is only ideal and ima- 
ginative, does not consist in the affec- 
tions of the soul and purify the heart — 
does not keep the possessor of it m chas- 
tity and true holiness, but is merely spe- 
culative and intellectual. True faith is 
a complex act — it consists in the intellect 
and heart. The mind must be enlighten- 
ed and the heart touched.'' From her 
ignorance of human nature and her own 
simplicity, this seemed to stagger her be- 
lief, and she was filled with astonishment 
and fear. She was much relieved by my 

making the old gentleman, Mr. , an 

illilstration of my remarks. I told her of 
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the probable confidence^ assaranCe, and 
comfort^ and devotional feelings^ be re- 
ceived from the peculiar doctrines of the 
gospel. ^' Yes, Sir, I now perfectly un- 
derstand you, for he seemed to have great 
confidence, and I thought him really reli-* 
gious. For I did not then know, that it 
was quite impossible for a pierson to be 
really religious and yet live in sin. Bwt 
now I know that it is quite impossible. If 
I were to commit sin I should feel quite 
in hell/* My observations, I UM her, cotti- 
preh ended not only persons of IJhat vile 
hypocrite's character, but all those whose 
faith, however sound, was only ilieoreti- 
cal and speculative. 

She told me that she had beenreadii^ 
St. Paul's epistle to the Galatian^. I 
then gave a summary of the epi0tle,> its 
purport, and applied it to hersdf, ^uid 
showed her how exactly the provisions 
of the gospel suited the wants of us sin- 
ful creatures. ^^ Observe, roadafu,^ said 
I, ^' how mercy and forgiveness are low- 
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©red dowu from beaven to us, by , faith 
instead of works. How impossible would 
it be for you to be saved, if our salva* 
tion rested on our ^ works of righteous- 
ness which we have done/ instead of 
the redemption of Christ, which is made 
over to us ^ by faith in his blood/ " She 
then took up the conversation, and spoke 
in the following words: — ^^1 have re- 
ceived great comfort from this epistle to 
the Galatians ; Christ," said she with a 
smile of gratitude and joy, ^^has re- 
deemed us from the ^ curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us ;' how beau- 
tiful I 1 always apply what I can to my- 
self; and." added she, with a simplicity 
which made me smile, ^^ I apply a great 
deal to you. You remind me. Sir, very 
much of St. Paul, for you show the same 
anxiety respecting me, as he did for the 
Galatians and Corinthians." She then 
Qonlwued afler a pause — '^ how wonder- 
ful are the consolations of real religion ! 
I used to feel gloomy and melancholy. 



304 

I thought that there could be no possible 
bope for me^ and that I was quite lost. I 
was deteunined that if there was any way 
for me to be saved I would find it oat. 
This made me send for clergyaien ; but 
they never questioned me at all, or told 
me any thing. My reason for thinking 
that I was quite lost, and that it was im-* 
possible to be saved, was because I 
thought we were saved by our good 
works. I did not know any other way 
of salvation. My desire for salvation^ I 
assure you^ Sir^ before you came wa» 
very great, and my ignorance still greater/'' 
I expounded the fourth chapter of the 
£pbesians. 

I wish to draw the attention. of the 
reader to the following remarks upon her 
expression — ^that it was ^^ impossible to 
l>e truly religious and yet live in siu.^ 
My painful knowledge of life and: human 
nature convinces me of the necessity of 
pressing upon the reader the impossibili* 
ty of the commission of gross sins witb 



genaine repentance. Lei me here re- 
mark, that mercy is offered to all who 
with hearty repentance and true faith, 
turn to God through the atonement and 
mediation of the Saviour. But unless 
we have abandoned gross sins^ mercy has 
not been received, and we are under the 
wrath and curse of God* To suppose 
that God can possibly save a sinner while 
he is living in sin, is of all delusions the 
most enthusiastic, and heresies the most 
damning. 

The gratification of our passions in any 
other way whatever, but by holy matri* 
mony, is a damning sin, perfectly incom* 
patible with saving grace and true re^ 
pentance. The criminality (^ suoh gra- 
tification rises exactly in proportion as 
it is a departure from the purpose for - 
which passion has been communicated by 
the Creator to the creature. The man of 
reflection will at once see the philosophy 
as well as sound divinity of this remark, 
without any reference to the Scriptures, 
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which will plainly inculcate the same idea* 
The man or woman, therefore, who is 
guilty of any uncleanness, sins against 
the law of nature no less than the law of 
6od» Insulted nature, ^^ by the sirapli** 
city of Venus' doves," testiGes to botii 
sexes against any infringement upon her 
sacred rites ; and by the herds of the 
field, points out to man and woman-kind, 
the sanctity of her mysteries, the limits 
of her empire, and an exemplar of chaste 
love. All base imitations of her orgies 
are as unsatisfactory as sinful. The 
beasts of the field, possessing at least 
equal passions with ourselves, neither 
seek, practise, nor require any palliatives, 
any counterfeit art. Is it necessary, then, 
that either sex possessing reason, say 
rather the spirit and power of Christ, 
should have recourse to any spurious in^* 
vention — any other alleviation than what 
nature in perfect chastity suggests ? 

This sin is designated in scripture by 
the terms ^Masciviousness/' ^^ unclean- 
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neds/' ^^ efFeminacy/' and ^^turoing the 
use against nature'' — those who are guilty 
of it are termed^ *^ unclean/' ^* impure/' 
^^ lascivious/' " effeminate/' Such per- 
sons are every where in Scripture ex- 
pressly excluded from the kingdom of 
God. ^^For this ye know/' says the 
apostle, ^^ that no whoremonger nor un- 
clean person hath any inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and God." The apos* 
tie immediately destroys all vain subter- 
fuges of sin^ by adding— ^^^ let no man 
deceive you witii vain words ; for because 
of these thingps cometh the wrath of God 
on the children of disobedienoe." The 
s^stle had previously remarked^ ^^ but 
fornication" and ^^ all uncleanness^^ let 
it not once be named among you as be* 
cometh saints. How much less is the com- 
mission of such ^^ filthiness of the flesh ^ 
in any way compatible with Christian 
holiness ! The apostle in writing to the 
Galatians says : ^* Now the works of the 
flesh are'tfaese> adultery, fornication^ un-^ 
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t leanness, lasciviousness ; of the which I 
tell yoa before^ as I have told you in time 
past, that they which do such things shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God." The 
apostle afterwards adds^ '^ they that are 
Christ's have cracffied the flesh with the 
affections and lusts.'' What is the in- 
ference from this ? — ^* they are not Christ's 
who have not crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts." In the following 
chapter the apostle writes, ^^ Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked ; for whatso- 
ever a man sowefh, that shall he also 
reap. For he that soweth to his flesh 
shall of the flesh reap* corruption ; but he 
that soweth to the spirit, shall of the 
spirit reap life everlasting." If ^* without 
holiness no man i^all see the Lord ;'' if 
^ him who deflleih the temple of God, 
(whose temple We are,) God will destroy ;^ 
if we must " cleanse ourselves from all 
filthidess of the flesh and spirit ;*» if 
'* he thail sinnedi hath not seen him, nei- 
ther known him ;" if those duly are bless-' 
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ed who are " andefiled io the way ;^ if the 
true Christian ^^ keepeih himself, and that 
wicked one toucheth him not ;" if unless 
we ^ keep under our body and bring it into 
subjection^ we are cast away f and if» in 
a word, we " live after the flesh, we shall 
die ;" — ^then those only who *^ through the 
spirit do mortify the deeds of the body'' 
shall live for ever. 

Chastity is, indeed, so essential an in-* 
gredient in holiness, that it is a matter of 
surprise how any other criterion can be 
offered, of purity of heart and genuine* 
ness of repentance. If purity or impuri- 
ty of person does not respectively de- 
signate the sinner and the penitent, there 
is. no radical difference between any of 
the children of men. Does piety, let me 
ask, consist in the assumption of reli- 
gious phrases, the reception of certain 
doctrines, and excitement of devotional 
feelings ? What avails the creed of a man 
or woman in an act of unchastity, when 
the ab wdQiiment of all vicious habits con- 
stitutes the very genius of Christianity, 
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and is the characteristic of true repeut- 
aoce. Without it, peuitence is incom- 
plete—our religion nugatory — and the 
atonement unavailing. 

But sin produces this invariable effect 
on the human soul : it renders us^ by re*- 
petition, indifferent to those sins of which 
we are guilty^ while we view with some 
abhorrence those iniquities with which we 
ate unacquainted. The notorious mur- 
derer Burke^ while by repeated murders he. 
seared a too sensitive conscience^ pro^ 
bably viewed with disgust and horror th^. 
nameless offender against nature.. The 
man or woman^ in like manner^ who is 
guilty of uncleanness^ is (pious creature !) 
shocked at the sin of fornication. On the 
other hand, the libertine^ but man of 
spirit, who is exempt from this lascivious- 
ness^ regards^ and justly regards, with dis- 
gust and contempt^ every person who is 
guilty of this effeminacy. The Christian^, 
or chaste person, (for such arie synp* 
nimes^) is* kept by the power of God 
^ from fornication and all other deadly 
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sins/' If the reader says witb the apos- 
tles, ^* who then can be saved ?^ the an- 
swer is at hand^ ^^ With man this is im-* 
possible^ but with God all things are pos^ 
sible.'' I know a man in Christy who be- 
fore his repentance^ was so infatuated in 
the pursuit of women, that he was per- 
fectly unable to apply his mind to any 
profession. Such an one, in full health, 
strength and vigour, was visited witb 
such a spirit of genuine repentance and 
detestation of every species of lust, and 
such a desire to be saved, that he was 
enabled to break from all his sins, and 
has been, (up to the present moment,) 
though unmarried, during a period of 
many years, without one single exception, 
as severely chaste in every sense as a 
little infant. To this may be added as 
complete a possession of the energies of 
his mind in the prosecution of his profes- 
sion, as they were once absorbed by his 
former ruling passion. 
Friday, October 15. — All my anxiety 
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was to perfect the work of repentance in 
her which had so happily begun, and so 
rapidly advanced. I therefore charged 
her^ lest the earnestness which she as yet 
had evinced should wear away. '^ No- 
velty in religion is often, madam,** said 
I^ ^^ a cause of great inquiry and applica- 
tion.'' She then^ with great earnestness 
and simplicity, spoke in the following 
words : *^ I hope, Sir, that my repent- 
ance is too deep to wear away, or that I 
should become weary, as you have de- 
scribed. I cannot indeed judge myself, 
Ood only knows me ; but I can truly say, 
I live in prayer. I can asstire you. Sir, 
iiiat while you are speaking and ex- 
pounding, I am praying in myself, and 
turning what you say into prayer. While 
you have spoken to me of my past life, 
I have, unknown to you, kept praying 
for myself J even when persons are in the 
room with me and speaking to me, while 
I am looking them in the face and 
seemiugto pay them attention, I am pray- 
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iug to myself^ and often answer tbem 
without hardly knowing what they have 
been speaking abpat. This is often the 
case with my servant. If visitors do not 
talk too much> it does not distract me 
much ; hut if they do, I am anxious for 
them to leave me. I sometimes ask them 
to leave the room for a few minutes^ by 
way of some excuse ; but it is only to 
take your prayers and read them. I do 
not, I assure you. Sir, take any crecUt to 
myself for all this ; for the prayers come 
into my mind, and I cannot help offering 
them up to God— it matters not who is in 
the room. I only think of God and Jesus 
Christ. I do not let any body know that 
I thus pray to myself; for I endeavour 
not to let them know it. And I only thus 
tell you all what passes in my mind, in 
order that you may know whether I am 
in the right way, as, frpm jcmr expe- 
rience in visiting the sick, you are able to 
judge. I do poking but pray : when I 
work I pray ; when I eat I pray ; I blejsrs. 
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every thing that I put in my mouth as 
Christ did/' I told her (as justly indeed 
as I could tell her) that such a spirit of 
prayer evinced the reality of her repent- 
ance. *' I am grieved, Sir/* said she, 
** that I cannot evidence, as you can, the 
sincerity of my repentance. It is truly a 
grief and pain to me, that it is only in 
my temper that I can show any change. 
My desire to get well would be only to 
show my repentance by abstaining from 
sin. How happy you must be. Sir, in 
serving God, and bringing men to re- 
pentance ! I often feel what a pity it is 
that this and that person is not religious." 
I read and expounded the 6th chapter 
of Galatians. On the words, ^^ Lest they 
should suffer persecution for the cross of 
Christ/' she said with great spirit and 
firmness, " I would gladly suffer perse- 
cution for Christ; nothing should make 
me give up my religion/' On the words 
''In Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth any thing nor uncircumcision, but 
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a new creature/* she said, '* All things 
must pass away. We must view every- 
thing in a new light. I feel that we can* 
not pay attention to both God and the 
world. I would never believe a person 
to be really religious who is ambitious 
and worldly^ however constant his at* 
tendance might be at church/^ After ex- 
position, in the course of conversation 
she said, ^^ I have the greatest confidence 
in God, that were I to recover he would 
not only keep me from sin but provide 
for me. I would get some lady Vmaid or 
housemaid's place. It would give me 
joy to get an honest livelihood. My 
prayer is, that whether he takes me now' 
or to-morrow, or a twelvemonth hence, I 
may be received at the last, whenever it 
is his good will and pleasure. If I am 
to live, I pray him to enable nie to keep 
his commandments ; but I would much 
rather go than stay.'' 

Saturday, October 16. — She was very 
ill indeed, in a state of lethargy and stu- 
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por, from the gathering t^ ulcers on her 
Iungs« She roused herself^ and spoke 
with the utmost calmness and composure. 
^* I prayed/^ said she, *^ all night when 
I could not sleep ; my pains do not pre- 
vent my prayers. I prayed in a more 
fervent manner for my servant than I 
ever did, that God would have mercy 
upon her and convert her. I prayed like- 
wise for the whole house, for Mr. and 
Mrs. K. and Miss F. ; I prayed that God 
would make Mrs. K. sincere^ and pardon 
me if I was wrong in thinking her hypo- 
critical. This made me think of myself, 
and I said to . myself, perhaps I am hypo* 
criticaL I then prayed to Jesas Christ to 
examine me, and if there was any hypo- 
crisy in me to cast it out — ^as he alone had 
the power. I felt that I was the happiest 
creature in the whole house ; every body 
seemed full of trouble but myself— I have 
no worldly trouble at all. I fdt very 
happy and at peace with all the world." 
In the course of conversation she said, 
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^^ I pray to Christ to pardon my long 
neglect of him, as well as forgive my 
past sins. I feel greatly grieved for hav- 
ing slighted him so long^ and that I am 
unworthy of his great benefits/' She 
again alluded to her state of mind before 
I visited her. *^ I was/* said she, "quite 
weighed down by my sins, and thought 
that I could not be saved. I used to read 
principally the 6th, 38th, and 51st Psalms, 
as they so exactly described what I felt. 
Now I have the greatest ease in prayer ; 
I know that it is not my work; but I do 
pray unceasingly. I have fresh and fresh 
power in prayer : one prayer brings on 
another, so that when I intend to pray 
only for one thing, I am led on to pray 
for another.'' I then cautioned her on 
the necessity of keeping her great sin 
always before her, as David did. I 
showed that the liveliest hope and confi- 
dence in Christ, was not inconsistent with 
the deepest humiliation. I exhorted her 
to see that the work of repentance kept 
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pace with ber confidence. To this she 
replied, ^*I can assare you. Sir, that 
this hope, this confidence in Christ, 
deepens my repentance and leads me on 
in prayer. My repentance is a great 
deal deeper now than when you first 
came to me. If I had not this hope, I 
could not humble myself as I do or feel 
as I do — it encourages me to humble my- 
self. In my prayers to Christ I am at a 
loss for words to express the unwortbi* 
ness I feel. I try to humble myself, a 
worthless reptile as I am. My prayer to 
Christ is that I may only just pass the 
threshold of heayen-^l want nothing 
more. I pray to him to allow me only to 
crawl upon my knees to him, that I may 
bathe his feet with my tears — and that he 
would present me to the Father.*' I then 
read and expounded the 3rd chapter of the 
epistle to the Ephesian& In the course 
of conversation afterwards, she said, ^^I 
prayed that I might look upon my ser- 
vant as a sister and a friend, and that I 
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might teacb ber to walk in the right path. 
I prayed likewise against presumption in 
prayer, and besought Christ to present 
those prayers, which were at all presump- 
tuous, in such a manner to the Father as 
might be acceptable to him/' She as- 
sured me, that sbe bad not been in the 
least degree ruffled in her temper during 
the whole of the week ; and that she was 
blind to every thing her servant did 
which might annoy her. 

There are one or two parts of this con- 
versation which strongly mark the ge- 
nuineness of her repentance. The way 
on which sbe rejected on herself^ that 
she might be hypocritical after she had so 
judged her fellow creature, and the beau- 
tiful manner and expressions she em- 
ployed, are decided proofs of real peni- 
tence. We have little to do^ excepting 
ministers^ with others but ourselves. 

The next observation I wish to make 
is, tb^t having now perceived the glories 
of redensqptioQ, and havinjg tasted the 
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love of Christ to perishing sinners^ she 
began deeply to deplore her past neglect 
of him, with great sorrow, independent of 
her actual sins. She often afterwards 
expressed her neglect of Christ with un- 
feigned repentance. This entirely origi- 
nated with herself, as I thought that such 
a ground of repentance was too refined for 
so gross a sinner, however just and how- 
ever suited it might be to moral yet 
worldly people ; and therefore I never, 
to my recollection, employed it. I might 
have indeed employed it at first, when I 
did not know her character ; but she was 
too much engrossed with conviction of 
sin from violations of the moral law, and 
too ignorant of the plan of salvation, to 
be affected with such considerations. 

The next observation I wish to make 
is, that her remarks on the nature of 
divine hope and confidence in Christ, and 
its tendency on her to promote her humi- 
liation, while they were not suggested 
by me, are similar proofs of genuine re- 
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peotance. The reader, if he has any 
observation, must see that though her 
painful conviction of sin has worn away, 
her repentance, and humiliation, and 
piety, kept pace with her succeeding 
predominant belief of her acceptance in 
Christ. All these are decisive testimo- 
nies of real repentance, and are unan- 
swerable arguments against the idea that 
a holy and divine assurance of our per- 
sonal interest in Christ militates against 
humility and practical piety. As I am 
very careful of all terms and epithets, I 
have used the expressions ^^ a holy and 
divine assurance," in opposition to that 
unholy confidence arising from a mind 
vainly puffed up with speculative know- 
ledge. Spurious coin , does not in the 
least debase the coin of the realm, though 
it is circulated with it, and sometimes 
taken for it. 

Monday, October 18. — She had just 
fallen asleep when I called, and had been 
scarcely able to. speak the whole day. 
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Her stomach refused its office^ and she 
coald take nothing. She had been so all 
Sunday. I did not see her. 

Tuesday, Octob» 19. — The same want 
of retention continued^ and nothing she 
took tamed into chyle. Her voice was 
very weak^ and she could not raise her 
head. In the course of conversation she 
expressed herself in the following words : 
^^I hope^ Sir, that I am ready at any 
time for Christ to receive me ; I feel that 
I am — ^I have great comfort and assurance 
that I shall be received." She then spoke 
of her pains. ^^ I burst into tears^" said 
she, *' last night from agony of pain — 
but I immediately checked them, thinking 
it was sinful. I considered that I had 
not received half what from my sins I 
deserved.'^ I told her that nature would 
have its course, and force her to express 
her agony by tears. I comforted her by 
telling her that if her pains were such as 
to call forth tears and groans, it was to 
be attributed to the weakness not the sin- 
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fulness of our nature— provided she was 
resigned and patient. I likewise showed 
her that her sufferings were not to be 
looked upon so much as a retributive 
punishment for her past sins, as the means 
of bringing her to repentance, and that 
our sufferings in this life are ever to be 
so regarded: neither must they in the 
least be substituted for those of Jesus 
Christ in the way of atonement and satis- 
faction. No error is more common or 
fatal than the supposition that if we have 
our sufferings in this world, we shall not 
in the world to come. She told me that 
though her pains were very great, yet 
they did not in the least hinder her 
prayers. *^ I am perfectly resigned. Sir/' 
said she, *' whenever it shall please 
Christ to call me, whether now or a 
twelvemonths hence. He is my only 
rock, my salvation, my all — of this I am 
most unworthy. If Christ had not come 
into the world to save sinners, where 
should I have been now ?— 1 should have 
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been cast down into hell/' She then 
again alluded to her neglect of Christ so 
long. ^* I am most deeply grieved and 
ashamed for having neglected Christ and 
his gospels so long without mentioning 
my other sins/' I asked her to express 
precisely what she meant by the words, 
^ without mentioning my other sins/* ^^ I 
have. Sir,'' said she, ^^a distinct grief 
and shame for not having sought Christ 
and studied his gospels in addition to 
the shame for the infamy of my life." She 
then shortly after said, "I lay and 
thought last night, that Christ will not, 
in pity to me, mention my sins ; but he 
will only remind me of them by a look, 
to save my confusion. O, Sir, I cannot 
tell you what I feel for his redemption of 
me. Do you think. Sir, that he will 
mention my sins to me? I cannot suffi- 
ciently debase myself to him, such a vile 
reptile I have been." I told her that 
whether her sins were mentioned or not, 
Christ would not be ashamed of her, nor 
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would she be ashamed of bim. ^ I do not^ 
Sir/' she replied, *^ feel ashamed of him, 
but my sins. I feel that I cannof* (said 
she with much emphasis and shame) ^ look 
him in the face on account of them. I am 
greatly grieved that I have not sought 
him when I was in health and strength — 
but only in my sickness. But his mercy 
is very great— that comforts me. I have 
thought. Sir," said she, ^^that I shall 
look down from heaven, and see you 
visiting the sick, and bringing others to 
Christ." On* my telling her that she 
would not feel confusion of face and 
shame on account of her sins when she 
met Christ she said, " I could never 
bring myself to think that.** After 
awhile she said, ^^ I sometimes think of 
the difference of my present state, and 
what it was when you first came to visit 
me. I am now meet for the eye of God ; 
I have the greatest reliance on Christ ; I 
believe that all his promises will be ful- 
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filled^ and that be will not cast me out/' 
She then spoke with great tenderness of 
women of her character, of their misera** 
ble condition^ and their being dead to 
shame. I then read the 1st and 4th 
chapters of the 1st Epistle of John. On 
the words, ^* Truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ/' she said, ^^ I feel that I have 
communion with God and Christ in all 
my prayers." Oa the 4th verse of the 
4th chapter, she said, ^^ I have thought 
how much greater the honour and plea* 
sure would have been, had I repented 
and overcome the world in health and 
strength. 1 have only thought of this 
lately. Were I to recover I should 
desire only bread and water ; I feel dead 
to the world, its pleasures and vanities.". 
On the words, ^^ We love him because 
he first loved us," she emphatically said, 
'^ We have not, Sir, even the credit of 
loving him first.'' No divine in the king* 
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dom could have given a more accurate 
and precise interpretation of the passage 
and in fewer words. 

Wednesday, October 20.— Her appe- 
tite was a little better, and she was some- 
what stronger. In the course of conver- 
sation she again alluded to her state when 
I first visited her^ and her conduct to me. 
As the reader may stilly perhaps^ doubt 
her singular ignorance^ a repetition of 
her real state in her own words, will not 
be thought tedious. *^When Miss F. 
told me that I could only be saved by 
Jesus Christ, I did not understand the 
least what she meant. Even at first, 
when I followed your instruction, I used 
to pray to Christ, but had no confidence 
in him, but great hesitation, and then 
prayed to the Father. But now I know, 
the more I honour Christ the more 1 
honour the Father. I cannot honour 
Christ too much. The Father is glori- 
fied by my worjshipping Christ, for he 
presents my prayers to the Father.*' Such 
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profound, sublime^ and accurate theology 
filled me with wonder. The reader will, 
I am sure, bear the repetition of her for- 
mer ignorance, when supported with 
such freshness of thought and feeling. 
He will pardon likewise my honest and 
just admiration of one so truly skilled in 
divinity. ^^ Before you came to me,'* she 
continued, ^^I used to pray for mercy 
with true sorrow; but I had no belief 
that my prayers were answered. I felt 
a deficiency, a desire for something I 
knew not what. The first day you came 
to me and took the Bible to expound it, 
I said to myself, this is the very person I 
want. For I was anxious that the clergy- 
man, whoever he might be, would read 
and explain things to me.'' She then 
alluded to my conduct and said, *^ Your 
condescension and humility have been 
the means of deeply humbling me. 
I see the mercy and providence of 
God in it throughout. 1 think. Sir, 
that I should have sent for you again. 
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even if you had not so kindly per- 
severed. 

I then spoke to her of the progressive 
nature of real piety and sanctification. 
^^I pray, Sir/' said she, ^^that I may 
grow in grace. Nothing indeed but 
prayer and religion enter my thoughts, 
but I feel I am only a child in Christ. I 
do not consider myself a father, or even 
one of the brethren, but only a babe. I 
pray very earnestly, that 1 may be per- 
fect, that there may be no stumbling 
block to my repentance, such as temper. 
T chastised, examined, and reproached 
mySelf for scanning Mrs. K.^ Her ex- 
pressions, a child, a father, and one of 
the brethren, were in reference to the 
passage in John s epistle, ^^ I write unto 
you, fathers,'' &c. which she had been 
reading. I read and expounded 1 Phi- 
lippians. On the words, ^^ For me to 
live is Christ, and to die is gain," she 
said, ^^ I would rather go than stay ; but 
1 have a desire to live to show my since- 
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rity* It is, however, better to depart 
and be with Christ. I have not a single 
wish but Christ.*' On the words, " For 
me to live is Christ/' I described how 
Christ was to be the end for which we 
live. She caught me up, and with great 
emphasis and feeling, as well as depth, 
said, **True, Sir, we are to live to 
Christ who died for us, but it is he like- 
wise, who gives us all things necessary 
for us to live to him. He gives us a 
spirit of prayer, and grace, and faith, and 
strength, by which alone we are enabled 
to live to him 1 " Her quickness of per- 
ception and repartee, as well as piety and 
deep knowledge of pure divinity, cannot 
but surprise and delight the reader. 

Thursday, October 21.— She was ex- 
pecting a gentleman on business ; I could 
not see her. 

Friday, October 22.— She was much 
the same. In the course of conversation 
she said, ^^My comfort and confidence 
increase every day. I feel assured that 
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Christ has manifested himself to me in a 
manner that he does not to the world in 
general. I consider it a great mercy 
that^ after the life I have led^ God has so 
soon restored comfort to me^ and peace 
in my conscience. He alone has done it 
— blessed be God for it." I then spoke 
to her of still preserving her penitence 
alive. ^* I can assare you. Sir, that my 
penitence increases ; I should think that 
I was going back^ if it did not. I often 
read your prayers and letters to those 
who visit me^ and I can never read them 
without weeping. They sometimes weep, 
too, and say how kind you are — and then 
they comfort me, and tell me not to weep 
— and that they are happy to see me in 
such a state of mind. The comfort and 
confidence which I now possess encourage 
me to repentance ; I wish more and more 
to humble myself. I feel. Sir, that I 
shall be the most unworthy creature in 
heaven — I wish only just to get there — 
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to crawl up to Christ— and never get off 
my knees/' 

I read and expounded the 23rd Psalm. 
On the 2nd verse she said» *^ It is Christ 
who leads us to the fold^ or we should 
never find it!** On the words, ^^He 
restoreth my soul/* she said, ^^It is 
Christ who restores our souls^ or we 
should otherwise have been lost ; he re- 
stores us that peace which we could not 
find without his help and aid. He gives 
us the power to keep his commandments^ 
If he were once to withdraw himself from 
us, we should have no spirit for prayer ! 
If I were to be remiss in prayer I should 
think that the Almighty had forsaken me; 
it would be a g^eat cause of wretched- 
ness to me." 

. After exposition^ in the course of con- 
versation she said^ ^^ It is astonishing 
when we are turned, how fearful we are 
lest we should say or do any thing im- 
proper. After a person has left me I 
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always examine myself whether any thing 
has been done or said improper. Bat 
you have no idea^ Sir^ of the kind and 
guarded manner in which every body 
speaks to me. I am not in the least 
ashamed of my conversion. People some- 
times stay an hour and a half with me, 
and scarcely say any thing to me. They 
do not know what to say — for they do 
not wish to disturb my mind on religion. 
I cannot of course tell what passes in their 
minds ; . but they encourage me and say 
now that they are glad you know every 
thing about me. It is proper they now 
think that you should, to instruct and pray 
with me accordingly. My change is so 
great, that I can only describe it by say- 
ing that I am a new being, quite another 
person." 

Saturday, ,Oct. 23. — As she seemed un- 
usually low on Friday, I thought she 
might be in some pecuniary difficulty 
which she concealed from me. I called 
in the morning and saw her servant only. 
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questioned her on the subject^ and offered 
to assist her. Her servant, however, 
told me that every want and wish she 
had was supplied, and that she was not 
in want of money. Her depression on 
Friday, her servant told me, arose from 
an excruciating pain she was suffering, 
which she concealed from me. I would 
not have mentioned this circumstance, but 
it is a proof of the genuineness of her 
repentance, for the following reason. At 
her death I found that though I was 
wrong in judging the cause of her depres- 
sion on Friday, yet she was at that time 
in great want of money. Her servant 
gave the answer in the way she was sure 
her mistress would like; she told her 
servant, ^* I would not for the world re- 
ceive any pecuniary assistance from him, 
lest he should think I had such base mo- 
tives for receiving his instructions/' I 
called again in the evening and saw her. 
She was so ill that I did not like to see 
her alone, but had Mrs. K. up, and read. 



235 

without expounding, the I03rd Psalm. I 
prayed^ and lefl her .without conversing 
with her. 

Sunday, Oct. 24.— A charity sermon was 
preached in the church where I did the duty 
in the evening, which enabled me to visit 
her. I came to administer the sacrament 
to her. Her conversation to-day was so 
extraordinary and of such a cast as am- 
ply to supply my loss of public worship 
in the evening. T'he report I have given 
of it falls far short of what it really was. 
It was a spectacle fit for angels : would 
that all the world had heard the words as 
they dropped from the lips of such a peni- 
tent. She had been very ill indeed, her 
bowel complaint had continued just the 
same, and her cough had increased by a 
cold caught from having the windows 
open from feelings of suffocation. She 
was asleep, but I waited till she awoke. 
She was in great ease when I went into 
the room. When I had seated myself^ 
in allusion to my offer of assistance, she 
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said with tears, ^^ Every day, Sir, brings 
some fresh proofs of your kindness. Your 
kindnesses/' said she with deep emotion^ 
*^ are daggers to me — and I am filled 
with shame that I should once have 
spurned such a friend. Your kindness 
yesterday, like all your other mercies, 
has humbled me to the dust. O Sir, I 
have a grateful heart — ^such gratitude I 
feel that I cannot utter. I have a love to 
you which I should have thought that I, 
who have been so devoid of heart and 
soul, could not possibly have possessed. 
This love is a pure and heavenly love, 
full of gratitude, and which at one time 
of my life would have been perfectly in- 
comprehensible to me. I am always 
thinking of you and your mercy to me — 
you are my earthly rock. I should like 
to have you always with me — ^but I de- 
light in your absence, for I hear that you 
visit others, teach others, and are mer- 
ciful to others. I have no envy, no jea- 
lousy of your kindness to others, but re- 
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joice at it. I feel ashamed that you 
should 'give me so much of your time, 
who am so unworthy of it/' I then spoke 
to her about her pains and endeavoured 
to comfort her under them. '^ My pains. 
Sir," she replied, ^^ are very great and 
complicated, but I hold on in prayer; 
they do not prevent my praying. My 
soul is fixed in prayer ; and I have the 
fullest assurance that Jesus Christ is 
ready to present me to the Father when- 
ever I die. I believe. Sir, that at any 
time I am ready, even if God," said she 
with a holy triumph in her face and in 
prayer, '^ were to take me now while I 
am speaking, I shall be blessed." She 
shortly afterwards said with the deepest 
humility, *' I should, tell you. Sir, of the 
deep un worthiness I feel. This feeling 
increases every day. I view myself with 
a detestation which language cannot de. 
scribe. The more love I have to Christ 
and the greater my confidence, the greater 
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is the sense of my own uDwortbiness^ that 
such mercy should be given to me." 

I then administered the sacrament to 
her. After the sacrament we conversed ; I 
spoke to her of the love of the Father. 
^^ Yes, Sir/' said she, ^ every thing has 
proceeded from his love ; it was bis love 
that induced him to send bis Son to save 
us ; and I always thank my heavenly Fa- 
ther for his giving Christ his Son to die 
for me/' I then read withotit expound^ 
ing the last chapter of the Revelatrona. 
Upon my reading the description of hea- 
ven she said, ^^ Sir, I shall meet you 
there: do you think we shall knowcme 
another in heaven? O how swiftly/' 
said she, clasping her hands, ^^ shall I fly 
to meet you — but I hope that it will be a 
long time first, and that you wiU be 
spared many years, arni bring others like 
me to Jesus Christ/' I then quoted firoro 
memory various deep passages in tbe 
scriptures on human redemption. Upon 
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the text, ^* Who being in the form of God 
thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God/' she said, ^^ 1 often lay and think 
of the wonderful love of Christ in becom- 
ing one of us. I cannot express my as- 
tonishment and the feelings of my soul 
when I trace the life of Christ. I con* 
sider how he was tempted, yet he never 
sinned. It was his divinity that kept him» 
otherwise he would have fallen as Adam 
fell. How truly wonderful! And then. 
Sir, what compassion Christ had, and 
what he suffered for such creatures a& we 
are l^ I then spoke to her of the com- 
passion of God being portrayed in the 
compassion exhibited in the humanity of 
Jesus Christ. I spoke to her of Christ's 
sympathy with her in her pains; that 
he was afflicted and grieved with her; 
that he was a high priest who was touched 
with the feelings of her infirmities. I 
showed that the same compassion dwelt 
in the Godhead, and that the attributes of 
Jehovah terminated in the humanity of 
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Christ. In support of my observation I 
quoted the passage^ *' In all their aflSic- 
tions he was aflBicted," &c. ; to this 
quotation she replied verbatim, ^ Yes, 
Sir, God himself was afflicted when he 

was forced to punish his people for their 

• J) 
sms. 

I then read without expounding, 1 John, 
ch. V. On the words, ^^ He that hath the 
Son hath life/' she said, ^ There is no life 
but in Christ ; unless we possess him, we 
have no life in us. How wonderful is 
redemption, and yet how easily is it ob- 
tained ! What a mercy it is that it is on 
such easy terms, or else what hope could 
1 have ? Though it was a difficult work 
which Christ performed, yet it is simply 
by believing in him we are saved — how 
beautiful — what comfort ! I think very 
differently of moral people than I once 
did. I used to think them in a state of 
salvation; but they trust in themselves 
instead of Jesus Christ. They do not 
love Christ, but they are worldly-minded. 
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aDd have not a spirit of prayer, but 
only the form of it. And pray. Sir, how 
is the woman you are visiting who is 
trusting in her sufferings as a recompence 
for her sins in this world, which will free 
her from punishment in the next ? I hope. 
Sir, you. have taught her better; for,** 
said she with great emphasis, ^^ there is 
no salvation in thxitP These reflections 
of hers arose from the words which I 
was reading, ^ He that hath the Son hath 
life ; and he that hath not the Son hath 
not life. These things have I written 
unto you which believe on the name of 
the Son of God; that ye may know that 
ye have eternal life, and that ye may be- 
lieve on the name of the Son of God/' 

To make comments on her extraordi- 
nary conversation — to point out the 
depth and solidity of her knowledge of 
divinity — and to descant on the heartfelt 
manner with which she expressed herself, 
would swell the volume to an unprofit- 
able size. I would beseech the reader 
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to stady her conversations as master- 
|Heces in sonnd divinity — and there leani 
the vivid realities of faith and repentance. 
Every thing to her was perfectly tangible. 
Monday^ Oct. 25. — She had been easier 
throughout the day. She expressed her- 
self as being delighted with my visit to 
her on Sunday. In the course of con^ 
versation she said, ^^ Nothing but holy 
thoughts enter my head ; little scraps of 
hymns enter my mind^ and I offer them 
in prayer to God. Even in my sleep I 
pray ; I think it must be a kind of half- 
sleep — for I pray so edrtiestly in my 
sleep.^' I then read the 40th Psalm. Oli 
V. 11, ^^ Let thy loving kindness and thy 
truth continually preserve me^" she said^ 
'< I have great coufidence in Christ that he 
will perfect me ; he will never leave the 
work imperfect^ after he has taken the 
trouble to turn me." I read likewise the 
42nd Psalm. On v. I, *^ So panteth my 
soul after thee, O God," she said, *' I 
am sure that my soul thirsts for God. 
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My greatest grief is, that my thirst for 
God was not before^ when I was in 
health and strength. If it had been only 
a month before I would rejoice. And I 
cannot help thinking how awful it is for a 
person intentionally and purposely to put 
off repentance till his death -bed^ and go 
on sinning with that determination : there 
can be, I should fear, no salvation for 
him in that case. My servant the other 
day when I spoke to her said, that ^ she 
should not pray till the last hour of life, 
and if God did not choose to hear her, 
why she could not help it/ 1 was hor- 
rified at such a declaration, and I earnestly 
prayed to God to turn her and give her 
to Christ.'' On the words in the 4th 
verse, ^' I pour out my soul in me,'' she 
said, " Prayer is first poured into the 
soul by God, and then we are enabled 
to pour out our souls in prayer to him I 
Prayers enter into my head as I lay and 
think on the mercy of God. One little 
ejaculatory prayer leads me on to a variety 

m2 
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of prayers. I thirst, yet I find my thirst 
is satisfied. I pray that the Holy Ghost 
maybe g^ven to me more abundaDtly." On 
the words in the 5th verse— ^^ Why art 
thou cast down, O my soal,^ she said, 
^^ I have nothing now to cast me down : 
my temper does not now distress me — I 
am perfectly happy.'' On the words, 
*^ I shall yet praise him for the light of 
his countenance/ she said, '^ He calls 
us first, and then lets down the light of 
his countenance upon us/' 

In the course of conversation she said, 
^* I have the same faith in Christ as the 
centurion had : I have the greatest confi- 
dence in him — he is my rock. How sorry 
am I, Sir, that I should have caught at 
him as a drowning person does at a straw, 
and not when I was in health !'' On my 
quoting the three first verses of the 3rd 
chapter of Colossians, she observed on 
the words, ^^ set your affections on tilings 
above," " My affections are in heaven ; 
my heart is with Christ. When eating 
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or drinking I am always thinking of Christ, 
and praying to him. When people give 
an opinioil* contrary to the gospels, I im- 
mediately pray to God to turn them and 
change their opinions." On the words, 
^^ Christ is our life/' she said in the most 
solemn and affecting manner, ^^ Sin was 
once my life— but now Christ is my life, 
my all, my every thing l^ 

Thursday, October 26. — She was bet- 
ter. When I had entered the room, she 
said, " I intended to write to you to-day, 
but I have been much interrupted by 
three visitors at different times. One 
gentleman brought me a book to amuse 
me, and gave me a long account of it. 
While he was speaking to me, however, 
I was lost in prayer; I only caught part of 
it. He thought I was attending to him, 
while I was arranging my work-box." In 
the course of conversation she likewise 
said, ^^ I lay and think how wonderful 
that such a poor crawling creature, such 
a sinner as I am, should go to heaven." 
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I then read and expounded the 9th chap- 
ter of Hebrews, with which she was deep- 
ly interested. She then spoke a great 
deal of her former state of mind, which, as 
it will confirm what I have already stated, 
and throw fresh light on it, I will record. 
^^ I used to retire,*^ said she, *^ three or 
four times a day to the next room, and 
kneel down and pray. I used to take the 
opportunity of my servant being out of 
the way. But my conscience was not in 
the least cleared by my praying. T never 
used to read the Old or New Testament, 
but only the Psalms in the Prayer-Book, 
especially the 6th, 38tb, and 51st, which 
Psalms I pitched upon by accident. 
Though my conscience is now purged by 
the blood of Christ as you have read, and 
I have peace in my conscience, yet every 
day my sins appear more heinous. X had 
a feeling that my prayers were not accept- 
able ; and I had such aa anxiety for a 
clergyman. I used to say to ^self, 
^^ O, if I could but have a clergyman ! 
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I used to express the same to my friends." 
I asked how it never occurred to her to 
read for information the New Testament ? 
To this she distinctly ^replied, ** I cannot 
tell. Sir, how it was — I suppose it was 
because I really did not know at all what 
the Bible was about. I had never read 
it. After your first visit I cannot tell 
you what anxiety I had, lest you would 
not come a second time. I could not the 
first few times at all understand you, but 
only just alittle what you told me. When 
you quoted the passage which you have 
just read — ^ If the blood of bulls and 
goats, how much more the blood of 
Christ/ Sec. I could not in the least un- 
derstand you. I feel," said she, with 
deep emotion, ^^ quite astonished, even 
(bewildered, at the mercies of God which 
have been showered down upon me. I 
have no desire for life itself, but only to 
show my sincerity. I have the strongest as- 
suraBQe that whether I live or die I shall 
npt pierish.'' 
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Wednesday, October 27. — I read and 
expounded the 4th and 5th chapters of 
the Hebrews. On the words^ '* Let us 
therefore fear," &c. and in the 1st verse 
of the 4th chapter, she said, " We can- 
not live without fear. I fear in every 
thing I do. I fear lest I should do, think, 
or say any thing wrong. I am always 
questioning and examining myself~is that 
the right way, is that the right path ? I 
fear to sin either by word or look.'' On 
the 12th verse, ' For the word of God is 
quick and powerful, and is a discemer of 
the thoughts and intents of the heart,''' 
she said, ^ I find in my Bible that this 
verse I have marked with a pencil. It 
was one of those texts in the text- book 

which the old gentleman, Mr. , lent 

me. Though I used not to read the Bible, 
yet I used to look out the texts from his 
text-book. I could not in the least un- 
derstand them, and I soon gave up the 
practice. For a month before you came 
to me I was anxious for some one to 
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come and explain the texts to \ne ; as I 
found it quite useless to go on any longer. 
I could not understand the words, ^ be- 
lieving and belief.' I used to believe in 
God, and I used to say to myself, what 
can be meant by believing in Christ ? 

When the old gentleman, Mr. , said 

tome, do you know what it is to be a be- 
liever in Christ, I could not understand 
him. I thought that faith in God was 
quite sufficient. I had some comfort, I 
remember, from the words, ^ is a dis- 
cerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart/ as God knew my sorrow 
for my past sins and desire for mercy. 
I remember iSnishing the chapter ; and 
where it speaks of Christ being the high 
priest, and of the confidence we should 
therefore have in approaching the throne 
of grace, it was quite a mystery to me 
what on earth it all meant. I did not 
understand the meaning of the words in 
the least But now I see the beauty of 

M 5 
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tbem. Now I pray my merciful High 
Priest to pity me, to have compassion on 
my infirmities. I cannot pray as I wOald ; 
I cannot read as I would — nor can I find 
words to express the feelings of my 
soul.'' 

I would just observe in passings that 
in her very ignorance she showed remark- 
able reflection. " I used to believe in 
God," said she, ^' and I used to say to 
myself, what can be meant by believing in 
Christ? I thought that faith in God was 
quite sufiicient." These common-sense 
reflections of hers clearly prove the divi* 
nity of Christ — for why, if Christ be not 
God, should we believe in him more than 
Moses, or Paul, Mahomet, or Confucius ? 
Can any thing be more absurd than the 
words, he that believeth in Moses or 
David, or the Pope, or Patriarch of Con- 
stantinople, or any body else, hath ever- 
lasting life? But when she knew that 
Chria^t was God, she immediately knew 
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the meaning of, and the virtue* there is, 
in believing in him, and praying through 
him, and to him. 

She then alluded to my last evening^s 
visit, and said, ^^ When you were gone 
last night, I felt that I relied so on the pro- 
mises of Christ The promises are to him 
that thirsts, him that seeks ; and I am sure 
that I thirst for the things of the other 
world. I had, after prayer, an assurance 
that however poor my prayers were, and 
however polluted I have been, yet they 
would be acceptable to the Father through 
him. I always pray that I may not be pre- 
sumptuous — ^that I may not pray for any 
thing which God is unwilling to grant ; 
but only for g^ce, forgiveness, and the 
Holy Spirit. I never pray for any thing 
that concerns this world.'' 

On the words, ^^ Who can have com- 
passion on the ignorant and on them that 

^ The word virtue, here, is used in the sense of 
efficacy, and power, and benefit, to be derived by be- 
lieving, f 
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are oat of the way ? ** io the 2nd verse of 
the 5th chapter^ she said, '^ There have 
none been oot of the way like me. My 
former ignorance was very great, and I 
had the greatest difficulty in understand- 
ing you at first. I used to attribute this 
to my disease or the opium I took ; as I 
used to be reckoned very quick at learn* 
ing. It was not your faulty for you used 
to explain things to me so that a child 
might understand you ; but still I could 
not I used to long to ask you the most 
babyish questions, but I felt ashamed. 
Even when I did clearly understand you^ 
I could not at first receive it into my 
heart I often lay and think that I should 
now be expecting hell and future punish- 
ment for my past sins, had you not come 
and taught me the right way." She. 
shortly afterwards said, '^ I can assure 
you. Sir, that every one of my friends re- 
joices at my change, and says what a 
blessing it is.'' In the course of conver- 
sation after the exposition, she said^ with 
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a knowledge and reflection wbicb quite 
astonished me, '' Christ is not only our 
redemption, but it is he likewise who 
gives us the means afterwards of obtain- 
ing that redemption which he has accom. 
plished. He gives us faith and repent- 
ance to obtain it, that the work may 
be complete. My love and gratitude to 
him, Sir, increases more and more; I 
pray that I may be filled with the love 
of Christ/' 

Thursday, October 28. — I spoke to her 
on perseverance and watchfulness. " I 
hope. Sir," said she, '* that my repent- 
ance will go on — that by habit and prac- 
tice it will become nature itself, so as to 
be impossible to shake it off. My prin- 
ciples, I know, require strengthening; 
but the Lord is all-sufficient to strengthen.'' 

She here used the word ^^ impossible" 
in the same sense as her expression, 
^^ cannot sin," which has been discussed. 
This is another admirable illustration of 
this kind of phraseology. The beauty with 
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which she thas expressed herself^ and the 
reflection here shown is, as erery thing 
else she ottered^ accurately reported with- 
out a single addition on my part. 

I then questioned her as to her keeping 
up a spirit of prayer. '* I should think^ 
Sir/' she replied, ^^ that I was going 
back if there was half an hour in the day 
when I do not pray. I sleep very little 
in the night, but spend it in prayer. I 
prayed last night very earnestly for Mrs. 
K. and her family, that God would bring 
her out of her troubles. I prayed that 
peace might rest upon all the house. I 
still continue very anxious for my ser- 
vant, and I prayed very fervently and a 
long time for her, that God would give 
her to his Son, and that she might be a 
branch in Christ the vine, and that Christ 
the good Shepherd would carry her home 
on bis shoulders rejoicing—just as you 
have taught me. In praying for myself I 
prayed very fervently for meekness, gen- 
tleness, and forbearance ; and that as far 
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as the weakness of hamaii nature would 
allow> I might walk in the very steps of 
Christ. In thinking of forbearance and 
patience, I thought within myself, what 
am I but a poor reptile^ in comparison 
with Christy who was so buffeted and ill- 
treated ? But I have not felt my temper 
in the least, yet I watch over it lest it 
should break out," I then spoke to her 
of cultivating a sensibility to sin and a 
tender conscience. ^^ I can assure^ you, 
Sir,'' she replied, ** I hope I have that 
tender conscience you describe. I think 
that I can give you a proof of it. The 
other evening, in speaking to Mrs. K. of 
Mrs. Wood, (an old woman who came to 
take Elizabeth's place for a day while she 
was absent,) I exposed her faults to Mrs. 
K., and told her how she was given to 
drink. When Mrs. K. left the room I 
cannot describe the shame I felt for hav- 
ing exposed Mrs. Wood to her. I spent 
half the night in humbling myself, and 
praying for forgiveness for my ceaduct. 
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1 tliought within iny9elf» what right have 
I who am such a sinner to judge others 
and expose that poor woman? How 
should I like, thought I, to be exposed 
to Mrs. K. ? O^ Sir, I was filled with 
shame^indeed I felt ashamed even of 
telling you what I had done. I have a 
continued fear of backsliding in the least 
degree. I am in constant fear lest I 
should sin in any way. If I thought of 
worldly things I should be in the greatest 
fear ; but God/' said she, lifting up her 
hand to heaven^ ^^ has given me soul 
only for one thing!" The affecting and 
graceful manner with which she said 
and did this, has left an impression on 
my mind which never, never can be ef* 
faced. 

I then read the 141st Psalm. On the 
4th verse she said, ^'I pray that God 
will not let wicked people come and see 
me.*' On the words in the 5th verse, 
^^ Let the righteous smite me^ it shall be 
a kindness^" she said^ '^I always receive 
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your exhortations and reproofs with plea- 
sure^ and consider it a kindness." I then 
read and expounded the 12tb of Heb. 
On the words in the 10th verse, ** But he 
chastened us for our profit,'* she said. 
^^ A blessed chastisement mine has been 
to me ; it has brought me to repentance." 

After exposition, in the course- of con- 
versation, she said, ''I wish I had re- 
mained in poverty all my life, and known 
Christ in my childhood. I would give 
any thing to have it in my power to show 
my sincerity and repentance. It would 
be a heaven to me only to get well three 
or four months to show my change.'* 

Friday, October 29. — She was very ill 
from a fresh cold she caught, but was in 
a heavenly state of mincf} ^^ I prayed, 
Sir/* said she, ^^ most intensely last night, 
with the greatest ease and with a constant 
succession of thoughts. I began at a 
quarter before ten ; and when I had done, 
to my astonishment, it was past one by my 
watch. I wish you knew every prayer — 
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but I cannot remember all. I prayed 
very earnestly indeed for Elizabeth; I 
prayed, I am sure, more than an hour for 
her, and then I prayed for her and my- 
self together. I prayed that I might be 
permitted to intercede for others, and 
that my uuworthiness might not prevent 
me« I prayed that as my crimson sins 
had now become white as wool in my Re-* 
deemer^s blood, and as my leprosy of sin 
had been removed by Christ, I might pray 
for others. I cannot tell you the number 
of things I prayed for, all which I have 
taken from you. I prayed to my Saviour 
to lead me more and.iiiore into green 
pastures, to purify me more and more, 
and that I may be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. I prayed Christ to fill me with 
bis meek and humble spirit. I prayed,^ 
said she> ^^with the deepest emotion, ^that 
I might be grateful to him lor his agony 
in the garden of Gethsemane, smd bis 
sufferings on my account ! I then slept. 
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and when I awoke I again prayed^ for I 
always pray directly I awake.*' 

I then read and expounded the 2nd chap, 
of the 1st Epistle of John. On the 14th 
verse she said, ^^ It is the only desire of 
my heart to keep his commandments : he 
will enable me.*' On the words, *^ Love 
not the world/' she said, ** I have no 
love for the world j my only desire to 
live is to prove my sincerity, and walk in 
his commandments. I should seek and 
desire none bat the friendship and love of 
godly people. '^ On the words, ^* Ye have 
an unction from the hdly One,'' in the 
20th verse, she said, ^^ I am conscious 
that I have an unction from that holy One. 
I do not now feel that there is no hope 
for me, as I did before you came.*' On 
the words in the 27th verse, " Ye neefd 
not that any man teach you,'* she said» 
^^ I do not now stand in need of a form 
of prayer as I once did— I can pray every 
five minutes.*' 

Saturday, October 30.— She was very 
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ill indeed ; the fresh cold, in addition to 
her consuinption, racked her with an ex- 
cruciating cough. In the course of con- 
versation she said, ^^ I feel every night 
the blessing still greater, that God should 
have sent you to me. I believe that 
Christ pities me, and suffers with me, 
and feels for me. I pray him to pray to 
the Father for me more earnestly than I 
can. 1 wish I could tell you, Sir, how 
much I fear and love him, and how 
sensible 1 am of his great mercies. My 
only delight, my only comfort is in prayer. 
I keep my sins ever before me ; it makes 
me prize my present blessings, and to 
desire to lead a different life.*' I then 
read the 25th of St. John's Gospel. On 
the 7th verse she said, •* Christ is my 
strong-hold ; he will keep us from sin if 
we ask him." On the words in the 13th 
verse, *' Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends,^' she said, " I wish I could love, 
him even to death, and show my love, to 
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him by dying for him/' Ou the words 
in the 16th verse, ^ Y^e have not chosen 
me, but I have chosen you^" she said, 
with deep humility, "Our hearts are too 
sinful ; we are too wicked ever to turd 
to him till he turns us.'' Her observa- 
tion, while it is the soundest divinity^ en« 
tirely originated with her — I never dis- 
cussed with her that repentance comes 
from God. 1 wish the reader to mark 
well the cause assigned by her, why we 
do not jSrst turn to God — viz. the sinful- 
ness of our hearts and our own wicked- 
ness. "This is the condemnation, that 
n;ien . love darkness more than light, be- 
cause their deeds are eviU^ The love of 
darkness, increased by evil deeds, is the 
sole cause of our not turning to Christ. 
The perpetration of each and every evil 
dieed increases the love of darkness, 
hatred to the light, and the indisposi- 
tion to turn to Christ. Our hearts are 
too worldly, our auctions are too much 
set on the things of this world, spiritual 
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things are too disgusting to our taste^ 
ever for us to turn to Christ till he first 
turns our hearts. The will is free^ but 
the heart is wicked. Reader! why do 
you not repent, and seek Christ ? why do 
you not take pleasure in prayer, in read- 
ing the Scriptures ? why are you so un- 
affiicted with the love of Christ ?— because 
you love darkness and hate the light. 
One hour s pleasure in sin is dearer to 
you than an eternity in heaven. If this 
is not the cause, pray what is ? 

Monday, November 1. — She was very 
ill indeed, and could not speak — I read a 
Psalm without expounding, atid prayed. 

Tuesday, November 2. — She was 
asleep, and I would not let her be dis- 
turbed. 

Wednesday, November 3. — She was 
very ill indeed. The conversation was 
very interesting. ^^ I have wished. Sir,* 
said she, ^ to see you, to tell you what 
has passed in my mind. I have had a 
very deep horror at my past life, stronger 
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than I think I have ever had before. I 
have thought much on it^ and my shame 
is still greater. My great sufferings do 
not prevent my prayers. I pray asleep 
and awake. I awake in the act of prayer^ 
and then continue the subject of my 
prayers. O, Sir, how I have sold my 
body to sin ! This has been much in my 
thoughts ; but still I have the same hopes 
of mercy — I have not the slightest fear, 
but were I to die this moment Christ is 
ready to present me to the Father. 1 
dreamed the other night that you came to 
see me, and another person came with 
you. He jeered and sneered at my sick- 
bed repentance after the life I had led, 
and told me that it was useless and in- 
sincere after 1 had so sold my body to 
sin. I instantly prayed most fervently 
in my sleep, and awoke praying, and then 
continued the subject of my prayers — 
for I was quite horrified with myself. I 
prayed that I might only be a door-mat 
in the bouse of God in heaven*-and all 
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in that strain. AH that you tell me 
makes such an impression upon me^ that 
as I lay and fall asleep^ I carry on in my 
sleep the train of thoughts and prayers 
which have occupied my mind when 
awake. I thought of the priesthood of 
Christy as you taught me from the He- 
brews. I considered that the Jews bad 
many priests, who offered up many vic- 
tims, and who, once every year entered 
into the holy of holies of the earthly 
temple. But I had but one high priest, 
who made but (me sacrifice, who has 
entered but once into heaven, the real 
holy of holies. I considered that the 
veil which prevented our approach is 
rent asunder— so that I could draw near 
with confidence and assurance— just as 
you have taught me. I awoke praying 
on this subject, and had great comfort from 
comparing the blood of Christ with that 
of bulls and goats. 

I theu read and expounded the 10th of 
Hebrews. On the words, ^^ By one offer- 
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ing he hath perfected for ever, them that 
are sanctified/^ she said, ^^ I hope that I 
am sanctified by the Holy Ghost, and 
that Christ has perfected me by the offer- 
ing of himself once for all.'' On the 
words in the 22nd verse, ^^ Let us draw 
near in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed in pure water,^ 
she said, ^^ Christ not only sprinkles our 
hearts by his blood from an evil con- 
science, and washes us in the waters of 
the Spirit, but gives us likewise that full 
assurance of faith." On the words of the 
23rd verse, " Let us hold fast our profes- 
sion, for he is faithful who promised,'' she 
said, ** I have great confidence and reli- 
ance on the promises of Christ, that none 
shall pluck out of his hand those sheep 
whom the Father has given him. I have 
the greatest reliance on that." On the 
words in the 26th verse, '^ If we sin 
wilfully after that we have received the 

N 
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knowledge of the truths" &c., she said, 
^ I feel that there would be no possible 
hope for me if I were to sin. I could 
never pray again^ or have any hope and 
faith in Christ. I should willingly go to 
bell — I could not pray after sinning wil- 
fully." She bad expressed this in the 
same way before. 

In the course of conversation, after ex- 
position, she said, ^' I have the greatest 
desire to devour Christ's Gospel, and 
have every word engraven on my heart. 
But I cannot read as I would^ I am so 
weak. Still, however, I can pray— 
blessed be God for it I The most tri&ing 
things lead me into a train of prayer. 
Those grapes," said she, pointing to 
some, ^ have led me into a train of prayer, 
that I might be a fruitful branch in Christ 
the vine. When persons have given any 
opinion which is incorrect, or said any 
thing unchristian, I instantly offer up a 
secret prayer for them, that God would 
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vert their souls and give them to Christ, 
as he ba& me.^ 

I beg the reader to mark, in case it 
should escape him, the singular beauty of 
her expression, when she prayed that she 
might only be a door-mat in the house of 
God in heaven. 

I have lost her conversations on Fri- 
day and Saturday. 

Monday, November 8. — She was ex- 
trcanely ill. In the course of conversa- 
tion she said, *^I have not been able 
hardly to read ^t all ; and I have not 
been able to articulate my prayers, my 
palpitation at the heart has been so great. 
But I am praying unceasingly within my- 
self, though it is, not so satisfactory as 
when I articulate them. I cannot last 
long — I feel that I am going ; but Christ,^ 
said she, with deep emphasis, ^ is my rod 
and staff, on which alone I am leaning. 
He is waiting to receive me." I then 
spoke about the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
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of which I had read and expounded a 
great deal to her. ^ I have received,'* 
said she, '^very great instraction from 
the Hebrews. I have formed many 
prayers from it I pray that I may be a 
vessel in God^s sanctuary — I do not care 
how vile^ so as I am sanctified for the 
temple. My desire is only to be a door- 
mat in God's house — for if I do but enter 
the temple I shall receive everiasting hap- 
piness. I do not care how low the place 
is, so as I am saved — I believe that I 
shall be received. Though I cannot read, 
yet i have constant ideas for prayers— I 
pray asleep and awake.'' Her servant, 
who was in the room, here said, ^ She is 
always praying. Sir, in her sleep; I ehu 
hear her distinctly whisper her prayteri^ to 
Christ in her sleep, for a long time to- 
gether. She did so this morning for an 
hour; she does nothing elsfe but priy.'' 
*^I can only account for it,^ said Mrs.I>., 
resuming the conversation, '^'by rtiy<5dri-»- 
stantly praying when I am awake, and 
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falling asleep in prayer, and then continu- 
ing it in my sleep. I have nothing to 
boast^ for had you not come to me, I 
should have had no materials for prayer. 
I should not have known what to pray 
for. You have given me the thoughts, 
but Christ has given me the spirit to 
pray.'' I then spoke of the priesthood 
of Christ. ^^ Christ is to me. Sir/' she 
replied) '' a compassionate high priest^ 
he pities me. I have great comfort in 
thinking that he knows every thought 
within me^ and can present my thoughts 
to the Father when I cannot utter them. 
And when I feel what I cannot express, 
he can express it for me. After prayer 
I feel assured that Christ has manifested 
himself to me in a manner he does not to 
the world in general.^' 

I then read and expounded the 3rd 
chapter of the ist John's epistle. On the 
words in the 5th verse, " He was mani- 
fested to take away our sins, and in him 
is no sin,*' she observed, "Had Christ 
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sinned he never could have obtained our 
salvation ; he would have beeuunfit for it, 
being himself a sinner." This profound 
remark she made once before of her own 
accord, as the reader may remember. 
On the words in the 24th verae, ^^ Hereby 
we know that he abideth in ns, by the 
Spirit which he hath given us^" she said, 
'^ I know that I have received the: S^rit, 
and that Christ dwells in me.^' 

I found that it occupied too muck 
of my time and fcUigued me too much, 
with my other engagements> to visit her 
every day ; I therefore promised to visit 
her only three times a week. On the 
Wednesday when I promised to call, an 
engagement prevented me, and I wrote 
her the following letter :— 

" Putney, Wednesday AftemooB. 
** My dear Madam, 
" I am sorry that it will not be in my power 
to come and see you this evening according to 
my promise. I hope, however, that my ab- 
sence will not prevent your own prayers, or 
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make you feel the need of my instructions. 1 
believe that.y;ou have a better teacher than I 
am, that Christ has taken your instruction, as 
well as the keeping of your soul, into his own 
hands. I think that I may now safely trust 
you to run alone, at least for a day or two, with- 
out my support. You lean upon the arm of 
Christ, who is with yoU to strengthen you and 
carry you, if need be, through the dark valley 
of the shadow of death. You have nothing to 
fear, you have humbled yourself at the feet of 
Christ, and you ardently desire his salvation. 
This is all that is required on your part, and he 
will most surely fulfil his, which is to receive, 
to pardon, and to bless. Though I do not now 
visit you every day, which neither my time nor 
strength will permit, my anxiety for you is still 
the same ; my affection towards you does not 
diminish ; nor do my prayers for you ever cease. 
I bear you in my remembrance before God, with 
tenderest solicitude, and I heartily pray that 
the work may be complete. I do not doubt of 
the soundness of your repentance, and the 
reality of your conversion ; and I have an honest 
joy that my ^ work has not been in vain in the 
Lord.' In my visits to you, I have * known 
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nothing else but Christ, and him crucified,' and 
have endeavoured to set before*^ou * the un- 
searchable riches of the Redeemer.* He who 
received the penitent Mary Magdalene, has re- 
ceived you, and blessed you with similar foigive^ 
ness, as you have shown similar repentance. 
^ Christ is the same yesterday, to-day^ apd fdN* 
ever ;' his power and willingness to receiye sin- 
ners have increased rather than diminished, 
since his ascension. He, rest assured, is touched 
with divine compassion towards you ; he pities 
your afBictioDs, and forgives your nils. The 
time is fast approaching when your poor perisk- 
ing body will be laid in the grave, imd.your 
spirit will ascend to him who gave it beiog^ But 
i^hen it does, it will be thoroughly purged from 
its sins in the blood of Christ, be invested with 
the robes of his righteousness, and be pre- 
sented by him pure and holy to the Pathen 
This is your hope, and it is mine. I fbel ecjuafUy 
vile, lost, and undone, and that I o^iy^ay'dl ' 
the world, can be saved by the faftoody fif%>iiei - 
ment of Christ, ^ who has redeemed us firomr 
the curse of the law, being made a cur^ fpr U9.'/ . 
" Rejoice, then, dear madam, in Christ your , , 
Saviour, who * by the offering of himself once 



273 

for all/. * has perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified/ The post, is going out, and I mu$t 

conclude — and believe me ever, . 

» • • • 

*^ Your affectionate and faithful Minister, 

"Henby Revell." 

Thursday, November 11.— When I 
had entered the room, she said, '^ I this 
morning. thought that I was at the point 
of de^th,. life seemed to be leaving me ; 
it WW not an unpleasant feeling. I was 
at the 8i(me time praying Christ to receive 
me and present me to the Father. I 
thank God that he enables me to pray 
unceasingly, nor do my agonies prevent 
my prayi^rs* My only desire is to go to 
heaveb-^but I pray for resignation and 
patjeipce. I f ubmit to the fatheriy cor- 
rection qfijtbe Almighty; I know that it 
is to poirify oie and make me meetfbr 
heaven. - I 'had greater power in prayer 
last flight tlian I think I ever had. Christ 
stren^thenis me much in prayer by his 
Spirit. I every day feel more and more 
that Christ is present with me. 1 have 

N 5 
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daily fresh comfort and peace which I 
cannot define. Allusion was then made 
by me to her state of mind before I visit- 
ed her, which I contrasted with her pre- 
sent peace. " I was," she reptied, ^^ full 
of desponding fears and horrors. Some- 
times I had gleams of hope that God 
wojuld be merciful to me— but how I did 
not know : I <knwe iiothing of his method 
of salvation. But now I have the greatest 
confibence that Christ will perfect me, 
and will not allow any stumbling-block to 
make me trip. I pray him to give me 
his gentleness, humility, and meekness. I 
still have the greatest shame and grief 
for my past life. I endeavour to remem- 
ber in my confessions each particular sin. 
I always bumble myself on account of my 
past sins, before I ever think of praying 
for spiritual things.'' This last sentence 
I beg the reader to notice as a genuine 
mark of real repentance, and the proper 
u)ethod of worshipping God. 
. I then read and expounded the 55th of 
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Isaiah. On the words in the first verse, 
^' Ho every one that thirsteth^ come ye to 
the waters^ without money and without 
price/' she said, ^^ I truly thirst for the 
living waters of the Spirit : I desire no- 
thing else. What a blessing it is that 
they are to be purchased without money ! 
|f our own merits obtained them, what 
hope could I have of receiving the Spirit ? 
On the words in ,2nd verse, ^^ Wherefore 
do ye spend money for that which satis- 
fieth not ?" she said, ^^ We are never satis- 
fied with worldly good— we are always 
craving for something more: my only 
craving is for the food and bread of hea- 
ven.*^ On the words in 6th verse, ^*Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found,^' she 
said, ^^ There is a time when God may 
be sought and found. But if we go on 
wilfully sinning, with a determination of 
never repenting till our death-bed, I fear 
that repentance will not be given us/' 
The reader may remember her having 
made this observation once before. On 
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the last vdrse, '^ Instead of tbe thorn shall 
come up the fir*tree^ and instead of the 
brier shall corue up the myrtle-tree ; and 
it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an 
everlasting sig^ which shall not be cut 
off," she said, *^ What do we sin but to 
fill our hearts with thorns and briers and 
sting ourselves with nettles ? But God 
has removed my sins far from me: be 
has rooted out the tares and sown good 
seed in my heart, which ^ shall be for an 
everlasting sign which shall not be cut 
off:" for it shall never fade and wither 
away — of that I feel assured/' The af- 
fecting manner with which she thus, ver- 
batim, expressed herself, filled me with 
surprise, I can assure the reader that 
every expression is her own. 

I lost the paper which coataioed her 
conversation on Saturday. 

Monday, November 15. — I called to 
administer the sacrament to her : she was 
declining very fast, and very near death. 
*' I have,'' said she, *^ the greatest joy, 
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and peace unutterable ; I am calm and re- 
signed as if it were my last hour! I pray 
night and day; there is hot an hour when 
I do not pray. People, I am sure, would 
not believe how I pray ; but I do not take 
any credit to myself — for I am, as it were, 
constrained to pray : the thoughts arise 
naturally in my mind. I consider it a 
great blessing that I am able to pray in 
the midst of my pains. I pray for pa- 
tience, resignation, and strength, to bear 
my pains. 1 feel that my sufferings are 
light in comparison with my sins. The 
spirit of prayer which Christ has given 
me is stronger than my pains : every fresh 
change in my disorder is a new source of 
prayer to me. I at one time of my life 
should have thought it scarcely credible 
for a person to pray so much.'* The con- 
versation then changed to the blessings of 
a future state. ^* O what pleasure," 
said she, ^^ it will be to me to meet you 
in heaven ! where I long to go ; I am 
always thinking of you ; and I pray that 
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God would shower down . his blessings 
upon you. I never pray for your sins — 
for," said she with great simplicity^ ^' I 
cannot look upon you as a sinner, as I 
should think that you have been pious all 
your life. But you never leave this house 
without a blessing from me^ poor as it is. 
I often and repeatedly pray God to bless 
you in all your undertakings. When I 
have been praying for myself with ^ va- 
riety of prayers, I then bless you for 
having taught me to pray. I wish you 
knew all my thoughts and prayers and 
every thing that passes in ipy mind, it 
would be a greaX pleasure to me ; but I 
have great comfort in knowing that Christ 
knows exactly what is passing in my 
heart." Allusion was then made to the 
redemption by Christ ; upon this she said, 
^^He has taken upon himself my sins, while 
he has robed me with his righteousness. 
I have very great comfort indeed from the 
words, * Christ has redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse for 
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us" — cursed for me — that i$ my hope! 
jE{e is with ipe id spirit^ not bodily ; he 
is nigh me, and has manifested himself to 
me, and will fulfil all his promises — of 
that I feel assured/^ Observe, reader, 
how bjeautiful and briefly she has express- 
ed the doctrine of reciprocal imputa- 
tion — ^^ He has taken upon himself my 
sins, while he has robed me with his right- 
eousness.'' ]\f ark further her application 
of that precious text, " Christ has re- 
deemed us from the curse, being himself 
made a curse — cursed for me — that is ray 
hope." Remember, reader, that if God 
spared not his own Son, much less will he 
spare you, unless you repent ! 

I then administered the sacrament to 
her: after the administration, she said, 
^^ 1 have the most perfect reliance upon 
the promises pf Christ, that they are not 
made to be broken. I never go to sleep 
but I feel. assured that Christ has taken 
the burden of my sins on his own back, 
and will present me pure and holy to the 
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Father/^ AnusioD was then made by me 
to her past life. *^ Far, far indeed,** said 
she, ^^ have I wandered from the fold. 
I did not at first feel how deep mj sins 
wete, as 1 do now. While we are sinning 
we have no conscience of onr sins — we 
are so blind and ignorant. My conscience 
did not disturb me ; I thought that I only 
sinned against myself, not against Christ ; 
I little thought of the pangs I brought on 
Christ by my sins !'* How just and how 
profound are these remarks — and what a 
testimony is this of the blindness and in- 
fatuation caused by sin. People who are 
living in sin have no conviction of sin. 
The whoremonger, adulterer, and unclean 
person, little dream that they are sinning 
against Christ. The deeper we sin, the 
less sensibility we have of it, and the 
more the voice of conscience is silenced. 
From this I shall make one or two neces- 
sary deductions and reflections. 

] st. We see from this that conscience 
is no criterion of right and wrong. For 
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if so^ the standard will vary according to 
a man's conscience : i. e. there will . be as 
many standards as there are men in the 
world. Men shall kill you^ says Christy 
and yet think they do God service* Now 
it is evident^ that there can be but one 
true standard^ otherwise good is evil^ and 
evil good^ and what is evil in one man is 
good in another ; in other words^ there is 
no such thing as good and evil. ' Con- 
science, therefore, can never be the standi 
ard of good and evil. Conscience is so 
cramped and thwarted, so silenced, and 
sometimes so expunged, from the human 
breast by sin, that it must be enlightened 
by God's Spirit to guide us right. 

It stands in need, further, of something 
whereby it may regulate itself, some pre- 
cise and definite rule as the law of God. 
With all this, however, I think the gene- 
rality of mankind do not even act up to 
their conscience, imperfect and incorrect 
as it is, and however it may not be suffi« 
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cient to make them uncomfortable and 
uneasy. 

2odly. These reflections will help us 
to decide the questioa of the depravity 
of human nature. It altogether depends 
upon the standard which is, taken. It is 
a matter of comparison. Man may be 
made an angel or devil, according to the 
standard taken. Each man thinks the 
world n^ore or less depraved, according to 
the standard be employs. The question 
then again occurs^ as in the former caise^ 
what is the standard? The Scriptures 
must be the standard, (unless we are in- 
fidels,) not our imaginations. The ques- 
tion then is not what this^ and that, per- 
son thinks^ but what the Scriptures i^e- 
present the duty of man to be, which is 
to love the Lord our God with all the 
heart, all the soul^ and all the strength^ 
and our neighbours as ourselves. His- 
tory and experience easily decide the 
ppipt, wh^n the standard is admitted. 
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Srdly* Another reflection I wish to 
make^ is this; thq peace of niind which 
we enjoy is no criterion of the soundness 
of our creed. The truth of this position 
is involved in what I havQ already proved, 
that conspience is not a correct standard 
of good and evil, but the Scriptures only. 
If peace of conscience and tranquillity of 
mind are in any way to be the criterion of 
orthodoxy or the standard of good and 
evil — every superstition and heresy must 
be countenanced and every vice main- 
tained, * People of the world die as 
calm as lambs, and men commit sin with 
as much indifference as they eat their 
dinners. Man, of a truth, is dead in tres- 
passes and sins. 

Thursday, November 18. — I called, but 

* I once knew an infidel who was perfectly con- 
vinced, from his own feelings, of the untruth of 
Christianity. This profound reamBev/elt that Christ 
was not raised from the dead. What wonderful sen- 
sibility of feeling the fellow had ! 
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she was so ill she could not see me. Her 
Servant told me that she was always pray- 
ing and whispering her prayers to her- 
self in her sleep. 

Saturday, Noveipber 20. — She was still 
the same. I went up stairs to pray by her 
bed-side without reading. She told me 
that Christ was her rod and staffs and 
that he was waiting at the end of the 
valley of (he shadow of death to present 
her to the Father. 

Sunday, November 21 I called be- 
tween the services to read a little to her^ 
as she was too ill to do so herself, and 
was expected by her medical men to die 
every day. She had just jBatllen into a 
dose when I called, and therefore I would 
not let her be disturbed, but wrote in the 
house the following short note : — 

** Sunday aflernoon. Park Street. 

" My dear Madam, 
^^ I have just called, being anxious to read to 
you without allowing you to talk, as you have 



285 

none to do that 3inall office for you. I heartily 
pray to Christ to be with you, to strengthen md 
support you in your pains. * If there is any 
consolations, any comfort, any bowels of mercy 
in Jesus Christ,* may you experience them. 
Pray to your Saviour for patience, resignation, 
and submission. Be on your guard against all 
impatience and fretfulness. Pray him in the 
^ords of the i^postle Paul, ^ To strtogthai you 
with all might according to his glorious poww 
unto all paticAce, and long-suffering, with joyfiil- 
ness.' Let this be your comfort, that * our 
light afflictions, which are but for a moment, 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eter- 
nal Weight of glory.' * Our sufferings,* like- 
^se says the Apostle elsewhere, * are not 
wpf thy tQ be cximpared with the glory which 
shall be revealed in us.' ^ Tribulations,' says 
he again, * work patience, and patience works 
experience^ and experience hope, and hope 
maketh not ashamed, because the love of God 
is shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost 
given us.' 

" May Christ your Saviour be with you to 
bless you with the riches of his grace, to com- 
fort ■ you with the consolations of his Spirit, to 
wash you in his blood, and when you depart 
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this world to receive you into his everlasting 
kingdom. 

** I am, dear Madatn, 

" Your affectionate Minister, 

" llEi^aY Revell." 

In the evening she sent for me to ad- 
minister the sacrament to her^ as she 
thought she was dying. A duty how- 
ever in the city prevented my going. She 
was anxious^ as she expressed herself to 
Mrs.E. ; ^^ to sup, and then die.'* She 
sent up for Mr. and Mrs. K.^ and Miss 
F., she spoke very little indeed. To the 
observation made to her that Christ w^is 
a rock, she replied, ^^ His work is perfect 
— it is so in me.'' She said to Miss F., 
'^ I possess an indescribable peace and 
joy which I cannot define.'' 

Monday, Nov. 22. — She sent for me on 
Monday morning, being foarful that she 
should die before I came. I went imme- 
diately. I entered the room of the dying 
penitent. ' She was too exhausted to 
speak, but a heavenly intelligence beam- 
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ed in her face, while her soul was fixed 
in prayer. ^^ Behold,'^ said I, ^^the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins 
of the world." ^^ On him were laid your 
iniquities/' for he hath ^^ suffered the 
just for the unjust to bring us to God.'' 
At the very name of Christ the tears 
trickled down her cheeks^ while as I 
spoke her countenance expressed the 
most earnest prayer. ^^ The holy Jesus," 
I continued, ^^ was made perfect through 
his sufferings, and we through' o««r^. If 
it was necessary that his perfection should 
be made still more perfect through suf- 
ferings, how much more is it that our pol- 
luted souls should be purified by sanc- 
tified affliction." This penetrated her 
soul : ^^ To the text quoted in my yester- 
day's note let me add, ^ The God of all 
grace, who hath called us unto his eternal 
glory by Christ Jesus, after ye have 
suffered awhile, make you perfect, esta- 
blish, strengthen, settle you." She then 
faintly whispered as she pressed my 
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hand^ ^ that note gave me great, great 
comfort." 

I then administered the sacrament to 
her. During the whole of the adminis- 
tration her eyes were closed^ while tears 
still continued to flow down her cheeks. 
In various parts, where confession is made 
of sin and allusion to the atonement of 
Christ, her soul seemed still more de- 
voutly wrapt in prayer. Upon the words 
^^ thy kingdom come/^ her countenance 
betokened the greatest intenseness of 
thought. When I had finished the ser- 
vice she whispered, *^ My tears are tears 
of joy." I then took her hand and said^ 
^^ When your soul departs your body, 
you will then find that I have not deceived 
you, but that what T have taught you is 
most true.^^ She then silently and in the 
most graceful manner drew my hand to 
her mouth and warmly pressing it to her 
lips she kissed it. As I retired she faintly 
said, " God bless you, Sir, if I see you 
no flM>re V^ While I was yet in the 
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house, Mrs. K. came down stairs and 
told me as she was leaving her room she 
said, ^* If he is not yet gone, tell him from 
me, that he has my blessing/' 

Tuesday, Nov. 23rd. — I called ; she was 
still alive. She was anxious to see me, 
and had given orders to the servant to 
rouse her if she was in a dose. Her ap- 
pearance was of the same character as it 
was the day preceding. She was very 
faint, and the door was obliged to be 
kept open to give her air. She spoke 
very little and only in a whisper. She 
grasped my hand firmly when I approach- 
ed her bed, and said, ^^ I am glad to be 
permitted to see you another day. I 
have given orders for all your precious 
letters to be returned to you when I die — 
but not till then/' I then repeated various 
suitable texts to her, into which she fully 
entered. ** Christ," said I, " has promised 
to be with us always, even unto the end of 
the world. He is especially present with 
you at an hour like this. He will not suf' 
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fer you^ in the agony of death, to fall froni 
him. Nothing shall separate you from 
the love of Christ/' '' No, Sir," she re- 
plied, '' nothing shdll separate me from 
his love— not death itself." ^^ I hope,'* 
said I, " that you pray much . for me." 
" I do," she replied, ^^ pray continually 
for you — that God would prosper you in 
all your undertakings, and that you may 
lead other poor sinners to his Son as you 
have led me. And if it is not improper/' 
continued she, with a faltering voice and 
in tears, ^ to make a confession which I 
have in, my heart, I could kiss your feet 
and wash them. With regard to prayer. 
Sir. I do assure you, that I pray so un- 
ceasingly, that I have sometimes thougkt 
it sinful to pray so much, as it might be 
taking the name of God in vain, and I de-r 
termined last night to ask you if it was 
so or not. Tell me. Sir, is it yhqj^^T' 
Her artlessness, her piety, filled me 
with joy and wonder — and I would, fain 
have retired from her chaipberjto isyeep, I 
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then read, without expounding,' the 23rd 
iEuid 103rd Psalms, and piiayed by her bed- 
3ide. On leaving her, she in the same 
affectionate manner as before, kissed my 
hand and blessed me. 

Wednesday, Nov. 24.— I caHed, but 
she was too ill to see me. Her medical 
men considered that death was strong 
upon her. Mrs. K. told me that she said 
to Mrs. D., /^ I hope you have ^fofetaste 
of the blessedness you are going to re- 
ceive ?'' "No>" replied the dying wo^ 
man, ^^ not k foretaste but a banquet J^ 
Miss F. told me that she said, ^^ I cannot 
dei^cribe the inestimable peace,, happi- 
ness, and joy, I have — siifch as cannot be 
told.'^ Upon the mention of iriy name 
hei* countenance would brighten up^ and 
she would eiclkinj, ^^ God bless him, 
and be shall be blessed V* 

Thursday, Nov. 25.— She was yet alive, 
&nd Was anxious to see me. She oould 
hardly speaks but expressed her thoughts 
by wairinly. pressing my hand as I read 
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and spoke to her. Her gratitude and 
affection seemed to increase as she prized 
the happiness she enjoyed. She rubbed 
my hand with both her palms^ and kissed 
it all over, labouring to express her af- 
fection to me. She would not allow me 
to take it from her — but actually purred 
over it from fondness, and faintly whis- 
pered, *^ You are an ambassador of 
Christ." She contrived to tell me, " I 
spent most of the preceding night in 
prayer for you ; that in every undertak- 
ing, be it what it may, of whatever kind, 
form, or shape, you may be engaged, the 
same success may attend you, as it has 
in my case.'* She likewise said, ^^ It is 
impossible to conceive the supreme hap- 
piness I enjoy : I cannot tell you how I 
feed on Christ, the bread of heaven." 

I never saw her after this. 1 used to 
call every day : but she was in such a 
state of exhaustion, that she could not 
bear the sound of a human voice. Her 
servant could only speak to her in whis- 
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per$, and even this she sometimes could 
not bear, and said, " You will kill me by 
whispers/^ The principle of life in her 
was so strong, that she continued in a 
dying state till the 9th of December. 
She was as helpless as a baby, and was 
treated as such. Every hour, all this 
time, was expected to be her last. Sh^ 
ate nothing, but took now and then a 
spoonful of milk, or toast and water. She 
was the astonishment of her medical men. 
One reason which prevented her seeing 
me arose from this. Her room had be- 
come exceedingly offensive at the termi- 
nation of her disorder, on account of her 
helpless condition, as is the usual case 
with consumptive patients. Being a wo- 
man of extreme delicacy, she would not 
allow me to subject myself to such a dis- 
tressing scene. She did not even see 
her medical men, who used daily to call. 
The little me9sages, however, which pass- 
ed between us, were of the most satis- 
factory kind. Her servant told me that 
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she was always in prayer^ and as calm and 
gentle !as a lamb. She was often deliridas. 
I found too that she remenibered me 
much in her prayers. 

On the IHh of December, about an 
hour before her death, she sent for Mris. 
K., being anxious to try to get her ser- 
vant out of the vfay, as she did not wish 
her to see her die. Mrs» K. then gave 
her one of my little messages. The rattle 
of death was in her throat " Mr. Hevell 
told me/' said Mrs. K.^ ^* to tell you, timl 
Christ was made perfect through his suf- 
ferings, and. we through ouri9^'' To this 
^he replied, ^^Blesd him! bless him!" 
Mrs. IL tbetL said, ^^ I hope you are sup- 
ported in the darL Valley of the shadow 
of death by Christ your Savidor.^' She 
bowed assent^ and struggling forlife and 
gasping for breath said, ^^ It is light to 
ine.'^ Aftet awhile her powers of vision 
began to leave her, and not knowing the 
cause she said^ ^^ It has b^cetitie dat^k^ — 
light a catuUe/^ A candle wmi lighted 
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and placed by her bed-side. She then 
kept her eyes fixed on the candle, and 
thus expired. 

Thus died Mrs. Witty, a woman of 
singular depravity but eminent repent- 
ance. She was a thief^ prostitute, and 
virtual suicide^ of utter heartlessness, un*- 
bounded extravagance, and the most 
virulent temper. She was as depraved 
as she well could be — but she repented. 
In her we behold a stupendous display 
of mercy, watchful Providence, and a 
choice specimen of God's power to save, 
renew, and sanctify the soul. If a re- 
turning sinner can cause joy in heaven, 
surely the diadem of him, who in the 
Apocalypse, appeared with many crowns 
upon his head, receives additional lustre 
from such a penitent as this. She who 
in the days of her humility only expected 
to be a door-mat — to her surprise is made 
by Christ a very pillar in the temple of 
his God. As my prayers have gone be- 
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fore, so shall my soul follow her, to hea- 
ven* My afTection for her is too strong" 
to be weakened by time, and too holy to 
be destroyed by death. If indeed there 
be such a thing as repentance, hers in- 
deed was that— a repentance which still 
lives in my memory, as it was once 
watered by my tears. While she is one 
of Christ's sheep— still she is one of mine 
— redeemed indeed by the blood of Jesus^ 
but given to my poor prayers. 

Believest thou, O Reader, in this wo- 
man's repentance? — ^^then go and do 
likewise" — ^^ go and sin no more." 



THE END, 
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